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PREFACE. 


RAYER, inthe ſtrict ſenſe of the 

world, and as it is diſtinguiſhed 
from praiſes, thankſgiving, or any other. 
parts of religious worſhip, ſignifies 
thoſe defires of cur fouls, thoſe peti- 
tions or ſupplications, which we offer 
up to the Deity, for the ſupply of our 
wants. 

But in many places of ſcripture, the 
word prayer 1s ufed in a much larger 
and more comprehenſive ſenſe, ſo as to 
ſignify any addreſs or application to the 
Deity, whether by way of znvocation, 
or calling upon his name, or of ada- 
tion, praiſe, thank ſerving, c confeſſion of 
fin, profeſſions of repentance, vows, and 
reſclutions of amendment, and new obe- 
dience, petitions and ſupflications, for 
any favours and bleſſings, whether ſpi- 
ritual or temporal, whether for our- 
elves or others, together with the aſcrib- 
ing of glory and Bonour to God, com- 
monly called doxolsgies; the word 
A 2 prayer 
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iy PREFACE. 
prayer, I ſay, is frequently uſed in ſcrip. 
ture, and, in our common way of ſpeak. 
ing, in this large and comprehenſive ſenſe, 
The, obligations, that lie upon us to 
the practice of religious worſhip, in all 
the parts of it above-mentioned, do 
ariſe, partly from the conſideration of 
God, as the ſupreme independent Being, 


. poſſeſſed of all poſſible perfections, the 
.creator, preſerver, and governor of the 
-whole univerſe, who had a ſovereign 
dominion over all, and taketh care of 


all the creatures he hath made ; who is 


ths fountain and original of all per- 


fection and happineſs, the author and 
giver of all good; and partly from the 
conſideration of ourſelves, . and the re- 
lation we ſtand in to him, as his crea- 
tures, the ſubjects of his moral King- 
dom, the objects of his fatherly care 
and kind providence, depending upon 
bim ſor all things, being always under 
his dominion and goverment, and ac- 


countable to him for our conduct. And 


to preſerve in our own minds, and ac- 
knowledge to the world, this our ſenſe 
of his greatneſs, excellency, and do- 
minion, and our own ſubjection and de- 


pendance: and to excite, cheriſh, and 
ſtrengthen, 


PREFACE, v 
ſtrengthen, all pious and good affections 


in our own hearts and in the hearts of 
others, ſeems to be the principal end and 
deſign of prayer, and indeed of all reli- 
gious worſhip. | 

For we do not pretend, by our prayers, 
to give information to the Deity, as if 
we were ignorant of any thing, ſeeing he - 
knoweth all things, and is acquainted . 
with our wants and neceſſities before 
we aſk him: nor do we ſuppoſe, that 
we can prevail with him by our ſolicita- 
tions, to alter the rules of his govern- 
ment, or to grant any favours, which 
he is not, from his own goodneſs, diſ- 
poſed to communicate: for the plan of 
his adminiſtraticn, being the reſult of 
infinite wifdom and goodneſs, is not to 


be changed; and he is always diſpoſed 


to communicate happineſs to his crea- 
tures, ſuitably to their ſeveral natures, , 
ſo far as they are qualified for it. And 
prayer is a part of this plan, and a 
means to diſpoſe and qualify us to receive 
the bleſſings and favours we aſk for 
him. Nor do we pretend, by our ado- 
rations, Praiſes, and thankſgivings, to 
gratify any vain and ſelfiſh affections in 
the Deity, as if he was a proud, ambi- 
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tious Being like ourſelves ; or as if we 
could by our celebrations add any thing 
to his perfection and happineſs, ſeeing 
he is far exalted above all blefling and 


praiſe, and ſtandeth not in need of any 


ſervices from us. 

But we pray to him, we adore and 
praiſe him, and give him thanks, as an 
acknowledgment and teſtimony of our 
dependance upon him, our ſubjection 
to his government, our reſignation to 
his- will, the greateful ſenſe we have of 
his goodneſs in the many bleſſings and 
benefits he hath beſtowed upon us; and 
to encreaſe and ſtrengthen theſe, and the 
like pious affections in our minds, and 
engage ourſelves the more affectually to 
the obedience of his holy laws, and a 
conſtant uniform purſuit of every thing 
that is virtuous and good, in the courſe 
of our converſation. | 

This ſeems to be the end and deſign 
of prayer, and of all religious worſhip ; 
and, if it be performed with ſeriouſ- 
neſs, attention, and ſuitable affections, 


it hath a natural tendency to promote 


this end. And this ſhews it to be an im- 
portant duty of natural religion, to 


which we are led by the juſteſt notions 
we 
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we can form of the Deity, and thoſe 
affections of love and gratitude, re- 
ſignation and dependence, which our 
belief of his exiſtence, perfections, and 
providence, have a tendency to inſpire 
us with, For, can a man believe that 
there is a Being of the moſt perfect 
wiſdom and goodneſs,, in conjunction 
with infinite power, the ſupreme maker 
and governor of the whole world, and 
the tender parent of his offspring; I 
ſay can a man believe there is fuch a 
Being, and not love him? Not be thank- 
ful to him ? Not truſt in him, and reſign 
himſelf to his diſpoſal? And can he pre- 
tend to love him, to be thankful to him, 
to truſt in him, and reſign himfelf to his 

_ diſpoſal in all things; and not expreſs 
theſe inward affections of his mind, by 
prayer and ſwpplication, with thankſ- 
giving. 

Prayer may be offered up to God ei- 
ther from a number of perſons met to- 
gether, (whether in the church, or in a 
private family) all joining to preſent 
their common ſupplications and thankſ- 
giving to the God of the univerſe, which 
is commonly called public and family 
worſhip : or it may be performed by a 

A 4 {1n le 
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viii PREFACE; 
ſingle perſon alone and in a ſecret te. 
tirement ; which is uſually called /ecre:, 
or cloſet devotion. 

The firſt of theſe, that is, public wor- 
ſhip, (which is uſually accompanied with 
inſtr uctions in religion and morality, 
and exhortations to the practice of ho- 
lineſs and virtue) is of great uſe to pre- 
ſerve a ſenſe of religion in the minds 
of men, to ſpread it through the world, 
and to tranſmit it to poſterity ; and ought 
to be carefully obſerved and duly attended 
upon by all, who have any regard to the 
honour of God, the intereſt of religion, 
and the morals of men. | 

The laſt, to wit, ſecret or cloſet de- 
detion, is an excellent means to preſerve 
and cheriſh the ſpiritual life, to keep a 
ſenſe of religion always freſh and live- 
ly in the mind, to fortify us . againſt the 
numerous temptations to which we are 
expoſed, and excite us to a zealous and 
vigorous purſuit of every thing that 1s 
amiable and good, and whereby we may 
perfect ourſelves more and more in all 
moral excellence. And every one, who 
is truly defirous to retain his integrity, 
and approve himſelf a ſincere diſciple 
of Chriſt, a pious, virtuous, and good 

man, 
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man, and uſeful in this world, accord- 
ing to his place and ſtation, and who de- 
fires to be happy hereafter in the world 
that is to come, eternally happy in the 
favour of God the fountain of happi- 
neſs and perfection, ſhould give himſelf 
much to ſecret prayer and devotion, as 
being an uſeful means to ſecure him 
againſt the power of temptation, to draw 
down the influences of the divine ſpirit, 
to raiſe his mind and affeftions above 
this world, to carry him on towards 
perfection, to make him a partaker of a 
divine nature, and fo prepare and dit- 
pole him for that inberitance, 109:!c5 is 
incorruptible, undefiled, and fadeth not 
away, reſerved in heaven for the faithful 
followers of Chriſt, and for all pious 
and good men. | 
But the principal intention of this 
preface, is to recommend the practice of 


family religion, which is thought to have 


much neglected of late years in man 
chriſtian families: which negle& hat 
no doubt, contributed not a littl: to that 
ſtrange careleſſneſs and indiffere acy about 
religious worſhip in general, that is 
too viſible in the preſent age, among 
A 5 | many 


fallen into diſuſe, and to have been any 


x p RE ACE. 


many who yet profeſs chriſtianity ; ſome 
0 whom cannot, without breach of cha. 
rity, be ranked in the claſs of infidels. 

A chriſtian . family may very well be 
conſidered under the idea of a church in the 
houſe : and there are ſeveral parts of wor- 
ſhip or religious offices, which are not ſo 

—_— to public afſemblies, but 

t they may be performed in any chriſ- 
tian family 4 their great edification, As 
for inſtance ; 

1/7, Reading the ſcriptures, eſpecially 
ſuch places as are plain and practical; and, 
particularly, in the New Teſtament, with 
which we have Jeſus Chriſt directly point- 
ed out to us as come in the fleſh, as 
dead, and riſen again, and exalted to be 
| the head over all. We are clearly in- 
ſtructed in the nature of the goſpel- 
covenant, the terms of our acceptance 
with God, and all the particulars of our 
duty, as rational and mortal agents, as 
diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt, and candidates 
of that immortal lite and happineſs; 
whichis ſo fully and evidently brought 
to light by his Goſpel. Now the read- 
ing of theſe books in our families with 
reverence and attention, is a. means of 
making ourſelves, our children, and our 

ſervants, 
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ſervants, acquainted with the whole bo- 
dy of the chriſtian doctrine, as delivered 
in the Holy Seriptures, and preferving an 
habitual ſenſe of it upon our minds. 

2dly, Singing the praifes 'of God, in 
pſalms and hymns, and ſpiritual ſongs, 
is another part of religious worſhip, 
which may — be uſed in private 
families to their edification. For it has 


a tendeney to compoſe the mind, and fit 


it for the other parts of worſhip that may 
follow, and is itſelf an act of devotion, 
that is directly expreſſive of our delight 
in God, our joy in his government, our 
acknowledgment of his adorable perfec- 
tions, and our gratitude for his many 
bleſſings and benefits to us, and to all 
his creatures, | _ 
34y, Another part of family religion, 
and which ſhould not be neglected, even 
when ſome circumſtances may, upon oc- 
caſton, excuſe an omiſſion of is 
a ſerious and ſolemn addreſs to God, by 


united prayers and ſupplications with 


thankſgiving, which ſhould daily be of- 
fered up in the name of his Son Jeſus 


Chriſt. A | 


ath. Part of family religion, and a VEe- 
ry important one, may be reckoned cate - 
chetical 
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chetical inſtruction, that is, inſtilling into 
the minds of the young and ignorant, 
the grounds and principles of religion, 
the tirſt elements (as they may be called) 
of piety and virtue, in a plain, eaſy, and 
familiar manner. This is a needful and 
uſeful part of family religion; but it is 
not expected that it ſhould be daily prac- 
tiſed, as that of religious worſhip or read- 
ing the ſcriptures, but only at proper 
times and ſeaſons, when there is moſt 
leiſure and freedom from other neceſſary 
buſineſs; as particularly on the Lord's- 
day. And this is a duty incumbent on 
all who have the bleſſing of children 
who are by Divine Providence commit- 
ted to their parents for tuition and edu- 
cation, that they may be fitted for uſe- 
fulneſs in the world according to the ſta- 
tions they may be deſigned for, or placed 
in, and that they may be trained up by 
the early practice of holineſs and virtue, 
for the more noble divine employments, 
offices, and entertainments of an higher 
and better ſtate hereafter. And if maſ- 
ters and heads of families have ſervants, 
ho need to be inſtructed in the ſame 
familiar manner, and are willing to re- 
ceive inſtructions from them, they — 
readily 
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readily condeſcend to communicate in- 
ſtruction to them alſo, not counting it a 
trouble or burthen to be taken up in ſuch 
a uſeful work: for ſervants are part 
of a maſter's charge, and he ought to 
have an inſpeCtion, as he has an autho- 
rity, over them. 

And with all theſe parts of family re- 
ligion that have been mentioned, here 
ſhould be joined in the 

5th Place, A prudent chriſtian diſci- 
pline. Heads of families have a power 
over their children and ſervants: they 
are their rulers and governors, and it 1s 
their duty to fee that order and regulari- 
ty be preſerved among them: they are 
to check and diſcountenance vice, and 
all appearances of it, or tendencies towards 
it, and to encourage piety and virtue, and 
cheriſh the beginnings of it, and the eſ- 
ſays towards it. And it is their duty as 
governors of ſuch ſocieties, to admoniſh, 
reprove, and correct, as there is occa- 
ſion; and to commend, encourage, and 
reward what is virtuous and praiſe-wor- 
thy. 

Thus ſhould parents and heads of fa- 
milies behave themſelves wiſely and reli- 
giouſly in a perfect way, and walk with- 

in 
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1n their houſes with upright hearts, eye. 
ry day bleſſing their houſholds; frequent. 
ly. inſtructing them in the principles of 
true religion, and the 'rules' of virtue: 
encouraging them to walk ſteddily and 
uniformly in the paths of righteouſneſs: 
and withal Keeping a watch over them, 
and good order and diſcipline among 
them. And that they themſelves may 
be uniform in their character and con- 
duct, and not bripg a reproach upon re- 
ligion, they ſhould look well to their own 
converſation in all the other parts of life, 
that they may be juſt and charitable, ſo- 
ber and temperate in all things, as well 
as pious and devout. Men muſt be good 
moraliſts, and uſeful members of ſocie. 
ty, if they would approve themſelves to 
God as his ſincere ſervants and worſhip- 
pers, otherwiſe they can be accounted of 
only as hippocrites and diſſemblers, who 
have a form of godlineſs, but are ſtrangers 
to the life and power of it. Fathers and 
maſters of families, who have children and 
fervants under their inſpection and care, 
ſhould conſider it as their duty in that 
reſpect and capacity, not only to keep up 
the worſhip of God in their houſes, but 
alſo to ſet them an example of all virtue, 


of 
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of all goodneſs, and righteouſneſs, and 
truth, and of every thing that is decent 


and comely, that is worthy and excel- 


lent, and uſeful in human life, whereby 


they may adorn religion, and recom- 


mend it the more effectually to others; 


and eſpecially to thole, who, as mem- 
bers of their families, are committed to 
their more immediate care, and are uſu- 
ally with them, ſeeing their conduct, and 
obſerving every thing they ſay or do; 
and, being prone to imitation, are very 
apt to follow their example, and learn 
their ways. 

This now is the religion of a family 
under the idea of @ church in the houſe , 
and this is what we would earneſtly re- 


| commend to all parents and maſters of 


families, to fet up and maintain in their 
ſeveral habitations: namely, that they 
would daily worſhip God jointly and to- 
gether, and obſerve the other branches 
of. family religion and diſcipline, is their 
proper ſeaſons, and as there is occaſion 
and opportunity. 

It is here taken for granted, (which no 
one can deny, who acknowledges the 
obligatians either of natural or revealed 


religion) that God is to be worſhipped 
by 
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by the whole intelligent and moral crea- 
tion; and particularly by mankind, on 
whom he hath conferred ſo many fa. 
vours and benefits; and for whom he 
hath done, and is ſtill doing, fo great 
things: and that they ought to perform 
this homage both in ſecret, or each in- 
dividual ſingly and alone: and alſo in 
public, or by multitudes aſſembled to- 
gether in ſuch numbers as may conveni- 
ently meet in one place, to offer up their 
joint addreſſes to the parent of the uni- 
verſe. Mankind, by the frame and con- 
ſtitution of their nature, are religious as 
well as ſocial creatures, and thereby led 
to the acknowledgment of a Deity, and 
diſpoſed to love, reverence, and worſhip 
him, as well as to the exerciſe of the ſo- 
cial affections, and the practice of the ſo- 
cial virtues towards one another, and 
are therefore bound to worſhip God in 
ſociety, as well as ſingly, or each indivi- 
dual by himſelf alone. This is the ge- 
neral foundation of ſocial worſhip, which 
may be conſidered either as that of one 
family, or of many families joining to- 
gether, at ſtated times, ſor religious wor- 
ſhip and inſtruction in a more ſolemn 
and public way. The reaſons and obli- 
gations 
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gations of both are, in ſome meaſure, 
the ſame, and both contribute to pronounce 
and carry on the ſame end. 

Building now on theſe general princi- 
ples, which none can conſiſtently deny, 
except an- Atheiſt, we may thus argue 
the obligations of family religion, under 
the notion of a church in the houſe. 

1/?, It is a ſolemn act of honour to the 
Divine Majeſty, and a juſt homage due 
to him from every family. 

24ly, It is a good means to preſerve a 
ſenſe of God, and of the obligation of 
religion and morality, in the minds of 
the ſeveral members of the family, and 
has a plain tendency to cheriſh good af- 
fections in their hearts, and it helps to 
tranſmit the knowledge and practice of 
religion from one generation to another, 

zaly, It being incumbent on us, as 
ſocial creatures, to worſhip God in ſo- 
ciety, and exhort one another to love and 
good works; and a family being a ſo- 
ciety moſt intimately united and nearly 
related, and deeply intereſted in one ano- 
ther's welfare, it is very fit and rea- 
ſonable, and conducive to their. intereſt 
as a ſociety, that they. join together in 
worſhipping their Maker, who hath built 

them 
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them up into a family, and in exciting 
one another to piety and virtue, and eve- 
ry thing that is lovely, and of good re. 
port. And, 

At, It is a good means likewiſe to 
unite them in love and affection to one 
another, and has a great influence to- 
wards maintaining peace and harmony, 
good-will, and friendſhip among them, 
and engaging them to the faithful per- 
tormance of the duties they owe to one 
another, as members of ſuch a ſociety, 
and according to the ſeveral relations 
that obtain among them, 

If any one therefore, who is a head or 
maſter of a family, hath a juſt and ſeri- 
ous regard to the honour of God and 
religion; if any regard to the ſouls of 
his children and ſervants, and thoſe who 
may come after him: if any. regard to 
the intereſt of his family as a ſocie- 
ty, and to it's peace and tranquility, 
and the fidelity of the ſeveral members 
according to to their ſtations and relations 
in it, he muſt conſider it as an impor- 
tant duty to make his houſe as a little 
church, or ſanctuary, wherein God 1s 
daily called upon 'by ſerious. prayer and 
devotion, and wherein plain and famuliar 

inſtructions, 
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inſtructions, and earneſt affectionate ex- 
hortations to piety and virtue, are given 
to the young and ignorant, and prudent 
diſcipline is duly exerciſed, and careful- 
ly kept up, and good order obſerved and 
maintained, among them. 

To enlarge upon theſe arguments to 
the length they would bear, would be 
too tedious in a preface, and ſwell this 
work too far beyond the deſigned limits, 
We have therefore only mentioned them, 
and leave them to the ſerious reflexions 
of the attentive reader, who may eaſily 
diſcern the ſtrength and tendency of 
them to enforce the exhortation to fami- 
ly religion, and convince the mind of 
the importance and uſefulneſs of it. 

As to the frequency of performing 
this duty, or the proper times and ſea- 
tons of family worſhip, they are in great 
meaſure left to be determined by the 
prudence of chriſtians, And in this 
matter we cannot follow a better rule of 
direction than what is pointed out to us 
by. the conrſe of nature, in the inter- 
changes of night and day, and the ſuc- 
ceſſions of darkneſs and light, that is, 
the morning and evening of every day, 
which are very proper ſeaſons of devo- 


tion, 


2 REFA CE. 


tion, both for the family and the cloſet. 
You may read to this purpoſe, Pſaln 
XCU. I, 2, v. 3, Cxli. 2, and cxlv. 2. 
And when we reflect on the kind pro- 
viſion which our heavenly Father in his 
goodneſs and bounty makes for us, in 
giving us day by day our daily bread, this 
ſhould teach us, when we fit down to 
our meals, to addreſs ourſelves to him in 
a ſhort and ſerious prayer for his bleſſing 
upon us in the uſe of our food, that ir 
may yield ſuch nouriſhment to our bodies 
as is neceſſary to their ſupport, and the 
continuance of health and ſtrength, to 


| gether with an affectionate and thankful 
acknowledgment of the goodneſs and 
kindneſs of providence in covering our 


table, and giving us from time to time 
food convenient for us, The ſhort ad- 
dreſſes to God on ſuch occaſions are parts 
of the worſhip of a family, which ought 
neither to be neglected, nor performed 
in a ſlight, careleſs and haſty manner, 
for they are very reaſonable acts of 
devotion, proper to be obſerved by all 
perſons, and they ſhould be always done 
with ſeriouſneſs and reverence, | 


Though enough has been faid to en- 


gage a ſerious mind to the ſtated execciſs | 
o the 
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of f:mily religion, yet we cannot omit to 


conſider a little the chief excuſes and 
apologies with which ſome are apt to ſa- 
tisfy themſelves in the habitual neglect of 
ſome parts of it. I ſay, ſome parts of 
it, becauſe I would not willingly ſup- 
poſe that any chriſtians are guilty of diſ- 
regarding all of them, The excuſes 
and apologies which are commonly made, 
are moſtly (I think) theſe two, want of 
time, and want of ſuitable gifts and 
abilities for the performance of religious 
worſhip, as the mouth of a ſociety, 

1. There are ſome who plead want 
of time. They fay the buſineſs of their 
callings, and their neceſſary ſecular af- 
fairs, which it is their duty to mind, and 
which are not to be neglected, are ſuch 
as will not allow them time for the 
daily worſhip of God in their families, 

Now in anſwer to this excuſe, it is 
readily allowed in the firſt place, that it 
is the duty of every man to mind his 
lawtul buſineſs, to be diligent and in- 
duſtrious in it, and to take ſuch prudent 
and reaſonable care of his worldly af- 
fairs, that he may be able to do juſtice 
to all with whom he has any dealings, 


that he may be uſeful and do good in his 
place 
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place and ſtation, and make a competent 
proviſion for himſelf and his family, 
Theſe are good motives of action, and 
laudable ends for a man to propoſe to 
himſelf in the conduct of life, and the 
carrying on of trade and buſineſs, and 
they are not uſually to be attained with- 
out a good degree of care, attention, 
and diligence, 

It is allowed alſo, in the ſecond place, 
that the performance of family worſhip 
may, on ſome. particu'a- occaſions, give 
way to ſome very urgent and neceſſary 
buſineſs that may happen to interfere 
with it at that time, and cannot be put 
off to another ſeaſon. Such caſes may 
ſometimes happen, and it muſt be left 
to every one's own prudence to judge of 
them. But as they are not uſual, and 
do not every day. occur, they can be no 
excuſe for the · habitual negle& of the 
duty. The duties of civil life, and thoſe 
of religion, are not inconſiſtent with one 
another. But wiſdom is profitable to di- 
rect, and a little diſcretion will eaſily re- 
concile any difficulties of this kind that 
may fall in the way. The man who ho- 
neſtly ſtudies to guide his affairs with 


judgment and prudence, and has an 
| heart 
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heart ſincerely diſpoſed to religion, will 
ſeldom be at a loſs to find time and lei- 
ſure to worſhip God with his family, 
and yet mind his buſineſs with a ſuffi- 
cient degree of care and application, 

zaly, Let ſuch as fay, they cannot 
find time for family worſhip through the 
hurry and multiplicity of buſineſs, re- 
member and conſider that human cares 
and endeavours without the bleſſing of 
God and the concurrence of his provi- 
dence, will prove but vain and fruitleſs, 
and therefore together with their own 
care and pains they ſhould always join 
their humble and ſerious prayers to God 
for his bleſſing on them; committing 
themſelves: and their affairs to his con- 
duct, looking up to him for ſucceſs, if 
it be his will, and ſubmitting the iſſue 
to his wiſe diſpoſal, and remembrin 
withal to offer up their affectionate praiſes 
and grateful acknowledgments for any 
proſperous events they meet with, for all 
the good things they receive, and for all 
the bleſſings of providence which are 
daily beſtowed on them and theirs, So- 
mon indeed hath faid in Prov. x. 4. that 
the hand of the diligent maketh rich; and 
the ſaying is very juſt: for diligence and 
induſtry 
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induſtry have a natural tendency in the 
uſual courſe of things to procure wealth, 
and advance a man in the world, But 
to let us fee that ſucceſs and proſperity, 
and the attainment of wealth and ho. 
nour, are not the effects of diligence 
alone, but owing to the co-operation of 
providence, with our own endeavours, 
the ſame wiſe man obſerves in another 
verſe (viz. 22d) of the fame chapter, 
that the bleſſing of the Lord maketh rich. 

It is a certain truth, that without the 
concurrence of providence, vain is the 
help of man, and vain are all his cares 
and endeavours. Except the Lord build 
the houſe (faith the Pſalmiſt, Pf. cxxvii, 
I, 2.) they labour in vain that build it: 
except the Lord keep the city, the watch- 
man waketh but in vain, It is vain far 
you to riſe up early, to fit up late, to eat 
che bread of ſorrows, It is God, the ſu- 
preme Lord and governor of all, who 
builds us up into families, who ſecures our 
habitations, and proſpers our labours; 
and therefore there is nothing more rea- 
fonable than with all our cares and en- 
deavours to join daily practice of ſerious 
prayer and ſupplication with thankſgiving, 
not only each of us ſingly, and by him- 
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{elf alone, but in conjunction, with our 
families, and all the members of them, 
as many as are Capable and willing to 
join in ſo uſeful and reaſonable a ſervice. 
The worſhip of God 1s a duty of ſuch 
importance, and ſo neceſſary to rectify 
the diſorders of our affections, and im- 
prove our minds in moral excelience, and 
thereby entitle us to, and prepare us for, 
the divine favour and acceptance, that no 
worldly cares ſhould baniſh it out of our 
families. And if the periſhing concerns 
of this life, make us regardleſs of a means 
ſo uſeful to diſpoſe and qualify us for fo 
orcat a blefling, it is a ſign we have but 
little affection to it in our hearts, and 
but a low degree of zeal, either for our 
own true happineſs, or that of our chil- 
dren and domeſtics, A wiſe and good 
man, who makes a right judgment of 
things, who values them according to 
their real worth, and their tendency to 
promote the perfection and happineſs of 
tne human nature, that he 1s permitted 
to worſhip God with his family: he 
will perform it with delight and pleaſure, 
and never think the little time, that is 
laken up in ſuch an uſeful exerciſe, to be 


loſt or miſpent ; eſpecially when it may . 
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eaſily be ſo ordered as not to entrench on m 
the neceſſary buſineſs of his calling, nor fo 
be any hindrance to'the carrying on his ev 
ſecular affairs. A little time, redeemed 

from trifling amuſements, would ſoon an 
make up the loſs of what is taken up in by 
family worſhip. And ſurely there is no for 
compariſon between the one and the dil 
other, nor would any perſon of the leaſt a 
reflection put them in the balance. det 


The truth is, this excuſe for the neg- ha 
lect of family religion, from want of W ſuc 
time, is, generally ſpeaking, but a mere M no 
pretence: for none of us want time for of 
many other things of far leſs importance. con 
How many can, without grudging the : 
loſs of time, throw away hours together 
in diverſions, or in idle and impertinent 
chat, who yet would think much to 
ſpend a quarter of an hour in reading a 
portion of holy ſcripture, and offering 
up a few addreſſes to God with their fa- 
- milies, a ſervice which may be perform- 
ed acceptably even in leſs time. But if 
we would order the affairs of our fami- 
lies with a little thought and diſcretion, 
and had but hearts duly affected to devo- 
tion, there are but few, if any, of us ſo 
circumſtanced, but that as much time 

| might 
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might eaſily be found, as would ſuffice 
for ſome parts of worſhip in our families 
every day. 

But it is needleſs to inſiſt farther in 
anſwering this excuſe, which is confuted 
by the experience of multitudes, both of 
former and later times, who have been 
diligent in their buſineſs, have had alſo 
a great deal to do that required a good 
degree of attention and application, and 
have been bleſſed with a good ſhare of 
ſucceſs in their affairs, and yet were at 
no loſs for time to perform the worſhip 
of God in their familes, but kept it up 
conſtantly and regularly every day. 

2. The other excuſe, which ſome 
make for their omiſſion of family wor- 
ſhip, is, the want of ſuitable gifts and 
abilities, or a due preſence of mind, to 
lead the worſhip of a ſociety. They 
complain, that their knowledge in the 
matters of religion is but ſmall and de- 
fective, and they cannot expreſs their 
thoughts with propriety on religious ſub- 
jects, ſo that they are afraid they could 
not perform the duty in a decent man- 
ner, and to the edification of the fami- 
ly: an end which ſhould be carefully re- 
garded in all acts of ſocial worſhip. 
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might eaſily be found, as would ſuffice 
for ſome parts of worſhip in our families 
every day. 

But it is needleſs to infiſt farther in 
anſwering this excuſe, which is confuted 
by the experience of multitudes, both of 
former and later times, who have been 
diligent in their buſineſs, have had alſo 
a great deal to do that required a good 
degree of attention and application, and 
have been blefſed with a good ſhare of 
ſucceſs in their affairs, and yet were at 
no loſs for time to perform the worſhip 
of God in their familes, but kept it up 
conſtantly and regularly every day. 

2. The other excuſe, which ſome 
make for their omiſſion of family wor- 
ſhip, is, the want of ſuitable gifts and 
abilities, or a due preſence of mind, to 
lead the worſhip of a ſociety. They 
complain, that their knowledge in the 
matters of religion is but ſmall and de- 
fective, and they cannot expreſs their 
thoughts with, propriety on religious ſub- 
jects, ſo that they are afraid they could 
not perform the duty in a decent man- 
ner, and to the edification of the fami- 
ly: an end which ſhould be carefully re- 
garded in all acts of focial worſhip. 
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But it will not be difficult to give a (\. M (h 
tisfactory anſwer to this objection, if at 
there be but a willing mind to the duty, tic 
and an heart ſincerely difpoſed to the an 
worſhip of God, and truly deſirous that an 
the members of the family ſhould be un 
impreſſed with a ſerious ſenſe of religion tio 
and another world. ac 


What is alledged in the objection may 4+: 
be very true, as to many ſincere and 
good chriſtians, that they have not the . 
faculty of expreſſing their thoughts pro- c. 
perly, and in a ſuitable and becoming ue 
manner, as the mouth of a ſociety in MW gd 
prayer. This is a defect or imperfec- M hin 
tion, which even ſome very intelligent MW oth 
perſons may labour under. But this de- wit 
fect may, in ſome meaſure, be remedied 
by a little previous ſtudy and premedita- 
tion, which for other reaſons, as well as 
this, is very fit to be uſed before we ad- 
dreſs ourſelves to the great God, and that 
whether a perſon is to prefide in prayer, 
and lead the worſhip of a ſociety, or 1s 
only to join with him who does fo : for 
we are not to ruſh into the preſence ot 
God raſhly and inconſiderately, but we 
ſhould recolle& our thoughts, and conli- 


der beforehand, what we are going * 
that 
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chat we may compoſe our minds, and fix 
our attention, without which our devo- 
tion will be cold and languid, broken 
and interrupted, void of life and ſpirit, 
and little better than a mere lip-ſervice, 
unaccompanied with the heart and affec- 
tions; in which caſe it can neither be 
acceptable to God, nor edifying or pro- 
fitable to ourſelves. 

But the true anſwer to this complaint 
is this, that the imperfection or defect 
complained of may be ſupplied by the 
ule of good forms prepared and compo- 
ſed before-hand, either by the perſon 
himfelf, who is to officiate or by any 
others; a variety of which are to be met 
with in books of devotion, compoſed 
for the uſe both of the cloſet and the fa- 
mily. Theſe may be eafily had, and 
uſed very profitably, only the perſon, who 
makes uſe of them, thould ſtudy to chuſe 
the beſt, for they are not equally good, 
and he ſhould make ſuch variations as 
may be agreeable to his own judgment of 
things, and ſuitable to the circumſtances 
of his own family. 

It is one of the unhappy conſequences 
that have attended the diviſions among 
proteſtants in theſe kingdoms, that the 

B 3 _ contending 
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contending parties have been apt to rn MW #"* 


into extremes: and hence it hath come fo 
to paſs, that the too rigorous impoſition 
of a liturgy, or form of public worſhip, ſa 
hable to exception in ſeveral inſtances, tu 
| hath begot in the minds of many ſerious * 
well- meaning chriſtians, a diſlike to all 1 
forms of devotion in general. As, on le 
the other hand, ſome ſerious well-mean- It 
ing chriſtians have been ſo fond of a pub- ww 
lic liturgy and forms of prayer, as to de- * 
ſpiſe all conceived prayer: and many ul 
have been fo accuſtomed to them, and (0 
confined themſelves fo cloſely to the uſe lie 
of them, that if they have not their bl 
form, they cannot pray at all, or even ok 
join with thoſe who do not ule it. for 
Now theſe are extremes on both ſides, fo! 
and both are culpable, and they ariſe uſe 
from groundleſs and unreaſonable pre- wn 


judices, which ought not to be indulged, Ge 
For religious worſhip may be performed 
acceptably, and to edification, either the cal 
one way, or the other. And as thoſe, 
who can pray, with judgment and pro- 
priety, without the help of a ſtinted form, | ©"* 
ſhould not be confined to it: ſo they, for 
who cannot pray without one, or not ſo 


well, ſhould not be hindered or diſcou- dif 
raged 
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| raged from the uſe of a well compoſed 


form. | 
There is no need to meddle in this pre- 


face with the controverſy about the law - 
fulneſs or unlawfulneſs, the expediency 
or inexpediency of forms of prayer, It 
is hoped and preſumed, that, in the pre- 
ſent age, there are not many who judge 
it unlawful to make uſe of, or join in, a 
well compoſed form, when they are left 
to their own diſcretion in the choice and 
uſe of it; which is the caſe with reſpect 
to private perſons, and maſters of fami- 
lies, both in and out of the national eſta- 
bliſhment. And it may be preſumed, 
without diſreſpect to any particular per- 
ſons, that it would be more expedient 
for the generality of chriſtians, to make 
uſe of a good form, than truſt to their 
own abilities, or negle& the worſhip of 
God in their families altogether, The 
old puritans, (as they were formerly 
called) or proteſtant nonconformiſts in 
theſe kingdoms, not only allowed the 
lawfulneſs of praying by a form, but 
even the greater expediency of it in 
ſome caſes. Nor do the proteſtant diſ- 
ſenters, at this day, found their ſtated 
diſſent from the worſhip of the eſtabliſh- 

B 4 ed 
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ed church, merely upon the uſe of a 


liturgy: but their main objection, (ſo 


far, I mean, as relates to public worſhip, 
for what relates to church-government, 
and the authority of the clergy is of 
another conſideration) their main objec- 
tion, I ſay, is, that there are ſeveral paſ- 
ſages in the liturgy of the church, which 
they cannot join in, and the uſe of it is 
fo rigorouſly enjoined, that there is no 
liberty to add, alter, or omit any thing, 
And it is well known, that the main 
body of the diſſenters in England, at the 
reſtoration of King Charles the Second, 
in the year 1660, would, for the ſake of 
peace, have complied with the uſe of the 
preſent liturgy, had it not been ſo rigid- 
ly impoſed, that not the leaſt word or 
ſentence was left to the diſcretion of the 
miniſter, which is too great an honour 
for any work compoſed by fallible men, 
and which cannot but occaſion great dit- 
ficulty and uneaſineſs to honeſt and inge- 
nuous minds, who are tied down to ſuch 
an invariable uſe of it, many of whom 
may well be ſuppoſed to differ in their 
judgment from what is the plain and ob- 
vious meaning of ſeveral expreſſions 
which occur in it. 

| Such 
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Such perſons then, as cannot perform 
family worſhip, with judgment and de- 
cency, without the hely of a form, ought 
to make uſe of one: for all mens talents 
and abilities are not alike. It is not eve- 
ry man that has a faculty of ſpeaking 
with propriety in the preſence of others, 
eſpecially on grave and ſerious ſubjects, 
and folemn occaſions: nor can it be ex- 
cted, that cvery. father of a family 
ſhould be able, without ſuch aſſiſtance, 
to lead the devotions of his family, ſo as 
to anſwer the end of ſuch an exerciſe, 
and promote their edification. Some, I 
doubt not, may be able to do it very 
well. But there are many who yet are 
pious and devout perſons, and of honeſt 
and good hearts, whoſe gifts are not ſuit- 
ed to ſuch a work, or have not ſuffi— 
cient degree of aſſurance and preſence of 
mind, to undertake it. Now ſuch may 
reaſonably be allowed and exhorted to 
make uſe of good forms, and there are 
not wanting plenty and variety of them 
among us. They are not, indeed, equal- 
ly good, ſome of them are but indiffer- 
ent, and done with very little judgment. 
But others are well compoſed, and with 
B 5 judgment 
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Judgment and propriety, both as to ſen- 
timent and ſtile. 

I ſhall not take upon me to paſs a 
judgment upon the compoſures of any 
particular author, but ſhall only obſerve 


in general, that all books of this kind 
are to be conſidered only as helps : and 


as no man is confined to them, ſo they 


muſt be uſed with caution and diſcretion ; 
for, as was obſerved before, every man 
ſhould uſe his own judgment and under- 
ſtanding, in the aſſiſtance he takes from 


the compoſures of others, who, how 


learned, judicious, and pious ſoever they 


may have been, were but men ſubject 


= 


to imperfections, and liable to miſtakes ; 
and therefore not to be blindly, or im- 
plicitly, followed. 

The general directions and patterns, 
which we have in the holy ſcriptures, 
are our ſafeſt and beſt guide. If we keep 
to them, and imitate them as near as we 
can; we are in no danger of going aſtray, 
or mixing any thing with our devotions, 
that is unfit, improper, or unbecoming 


in our addreſſes to the divine Majeſty. | 


Some, otherwiſe great and good men, 
not duly attending to this rule, and fol- 
lowing imagination more than judgment, 
have 
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have ſtrangely departed from the ſimpli- 
city of the goſpel worſhip in ſeveral re- 
ſpects, and particularly in this, that they 
have introduced into their prayers and 
public liturgies, the doubtful and diſpu- 
table opinions of private perſons or par- 
ties, and have ſometimes expreſſed them- 
ſelves in a manner that is quite unintelli- 
gible: whereas nothing ſhould be intro- 
duced in our prayers, but what every 
chriſtian may, with a little attention, ea- 
fily underſtand, and can, without the 
leaſt ſcruple or heſitation, join in. If 
this rule were obſerved, chriſtians would 
neyer be at a lots, or find any difficulty 
in joining with one another in — 
worſhip, notwithſtanding any different 
opinions that might be among them : 
tor nothing would be in their prayers, 
but what all chriſtians agree in. And 
in compoſing the following forms of de- 
votion, a ſpecial regard has been paid to 
this rule: and it is hoped, that nothing 
will be found in them, that any chriſtian 
need ſcruple to make uſe of, or may not 
eaſiy underſtand. 

We ſhall now conclude this preface 
with a ſhort exhortation to all fathers 
and heads of families, that conſidering 
the 
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the importance of this duty of family re. 
ligion, they would make conſcience. of 
obſerving it in their ſeveral habitation, 
It is faid, that this laudable practice is, 
of late years, fallen into diſuſe, and ge- 
nerally laid aſide in moſt houſes. It is 
hoped however, that the total neglect of 
it is not ſo univerſal as is apprehended by 


ſome; but that there are many, who ill 


keep it up, and are not aſhamed to 
knowledge God in their families, and 
call upon their children and ſervants to ac- 
join with them in prayers, ſupplications, 
and thankſgivings, to that great and good 
Being, on whom they continually de- 
pend, to whoſe government they are ſub- 
jet, and in which they have reaſon to 
rejoice ; to whoſe fatherly care, and kind 
providence they are indebted for all their 
enjoyments, and in whoſe favour alone 
their happineſs 1s placed. And we would 
earneſtly beſcech all, into whoſe hand 
this book may come, as they regard the 
honour of God and religion, the intereſt 
of true virtue, the good of their own 
families, and the peace of their own minds, 
that they would not allow themſelves in 
the habitual omiſſion of this duty. Let 


the ſe, who have hitherto neglected it, 
be 
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be perſuaded to begin it, and keep it up 
for the future : let thoſe, who have drop- 
pedit, be perſuaded to revive it, and take 
it up again: let ſuch, as have always prac- 
tiſed it, be encouraged to perſilt in it: 
and let all endeavour to keep up the prac- 
tice of family religion, in all the parts 
and branches of it, that their houſes may 
be as ſo many little churches, or ſanctua- 
ries, wherein God is continually called 
upon, and a due regard is paid to every 
thing, that is comely and virtuous, love- 
ly and reputable, decent and orderly : 
wherein we may delight to dwell, and 
upon which he may thower down the 
bleſſings of his goodneſs, and beſtow the 
communications of his favour, and the 


influences of his holy ſpirit. 


If the following ſmall collection of 
Forms of Devotion may be of any uſe to 
encourage the revival of family religion, 
and to aſſiſt ſincere chriſtians in the per- 
formance of it, the authors have their 
end, and will think their pains well be- 
ſtowed, And it is their hearts“ deſire 
and prayer to God, for all their chriſtian 
friends, and brethren, that they may not 
be led away, by any bad examples, in- 
to a careleſſneſs and jndifferency about re- 

ligion 
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gion and the worſhip of God, which is 
become too much the faſhion of the pre- 
fent age ; but that they may ſtedfaſtly re. 
folve, and carefully perform it, that what 

ever others do, they and their bouſes will 
ſerve the Lord. 

To his bleſſing, protection, and con- 
duct, we commend them, and their ha- 
bitations; praying, that the moſt high 
may dwell with them, and encompaſ; 
them with his favour, as with a ſhield. 
To him be glory in all the churches and 
families of the faithful, by Jeſus Chriſt, 
throughout all ages, world without end. 
Auen. 
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A Prayer for the LoRD'S-DA 


WGR 


NN OST great and glorious IE Ho- 
MA van! the King eternal, im- 


ee mortal, inviſible, the only wiſe 


God; to whom be honour and 
power everlaſting. We deſire now, with 
the humbleſt reverence, to render unto 
thee, that tribute of religious homage, 
adoration, and praiſe, which is moſt juſt- 
ly due to thee from thy reaſonable crea- 
tures, and the ſubjects of thy moral go- 
vernment, Thee we would celebrate 

and 


2 A Prayer for the 


and adore with all the powers and effec. 
tions of our ſouls, who art the great Creator 
of the univerſe, who madeſt the earth b 

thy power, and haſt eſtabliſhed the world 
by thy wiſdom, and who hath ſtretched 
out the heavens by thy diſcretion ; and 
who delighteſt in the free and abundant 
communications of thy goodneſs. To 
thee we owe the wonderful frame of our 
bodies, and the noble faculties of our 
immortal ſouls, And we have been the 
conſtant charge and care of thy Provi- 
dence, ever ſince we came into the world. 
How many, O Lord our God! are the 
wonderful works which thou haſt done, 
and thy thoughts of mercy to us-ward ? 
If we would declare, and ſpeak of them, 
they are more than can be numbered. 
We bleſs thee, for the accommodations 
thou haſt given to ſweeten our paſlage 
through this pilgrimage ſtate ; but eſpe- 
cially for the ſpiritual benefits conferred 
upon us through Jeſus Chriſt : that thou 
haſt ſo loved the world, as to ſend thine 
only-begotten {on to ſeek and to fave that 
which was loſt, We adore and magiu- 
ſy thy name, for the clear revelation he 
hath brought us of thy will, aud of our 


duty, and for the glorious diſcoveries of 
the 


Lord's-Day Morning. 3 
the exceeding riches of thy grace and 


mercy towards us. We bleſs thee, for 


his moſt holy and perfect example; and 
eſpecially for that moſt wonderful in- 
ſtance of his love towards us, his ſuffer- 
ing and dying for our redemption ; for 
his reſurrection from the dead, and aſ- 
cenſion into heaven ; for the great and 


precious promiſes of the new covenant ; 


and the aſſurances which are given us of 
1 bleſſed reſurrection, and that life ever- 
laſting, which is the gift of thy grace 
through Jeſus Chriſt, What ſhall we 
render unto thee, O Lord! for all thy 
loving-kindnefles towards us? We ac- 
knowleged that we are utterly unwor- 
thy of the leaſt of this thy goodneſs to 
us; for we have, in many inſtances, car- 
ried it moſt ungratefully and diſingenu- 
ouſly towards thee. But we would hume 
bly lay hold of thy offered mercy through 
Jeſus Chriſt, upon the moſt gracious and 
reaſonable terms of the goſpel covenant. 
To thee we deſire to yield up ourſelves 
by a fincere and unreſerved dedication. 
It is the purpoſe of our hearts, by the 
affiſtance of thy grace, to make it the 
very bufineſs of our lives to ſerve and 
plorify thee, Lord, help us this day ts 


worthip 
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worſhip thee in ſpirit, and in truth, We 
acknowledge it as an inſtance of thy 
great goodneſs, that thou haſt ſignified 
thy will, that there ſhould be one day 
in ſeven ſet apart from our worldly buſi. 
neſſes and cares to thy more immediate 
worſhip and ſervice. Aſſiſt us, we be— 
ſeech thee, by thy ſpirit, to make a right 
improvement of the ſeaſons and means 
of grace, which are ſo frequently return- 
ing upon us, that, in the uſe of them, 
we may grow in grace, and in the know- 
ledge of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt. We are ſenſible of the back- 
wardneſs and indiſpoſedneſs of our hearts 
to ſpiritual exerciſes. But do thou, 0 
Lord ! enlighten, raiſe, and quicken us; 
and grant that we may have faith in a 
lively exerciſe, and may have holy and 
ood affections enlarged in our fouls. 
— our hearts be fixed, O God! let our 
hearts be fixed, and let us be enabled to 
govern our thoughts that we may ſerve 
thee without diſtraction. =Y we join 
with the ſolemn aſſemblies of thy people, 
with a pure and fervent devotion, in 
offering up our united prayers and praiſes, 
and in attending on the ordinances of 


thy houſe. And let us be enabled to fay 
| from 
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from happy experience ; that it 1s good 
for us to draw near unto thee, and that 
thy tabernacles are very amiable, Aſſiſt 
thy ſervants who are to miniſter to thy 
people in holy things ; and let the word 
they ſhall deliver in thy name, be as 
good feed ſown in good ground, that be- 
ing received 8 and honeſt hearts, 
it may bring forth abundant fruit in our 
lives and converſations. And grant that 
we may ſo attend upon the duties and 
ordinances of thy ſabbath in thy church 
below as to be prepared for the higher 
exerciſes and enjoyments of thy heavenly 
temple and kingdom through Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord, to whom be glory for ever and 


ever. Amen, 


Another Prayer for Lo R D's-Day 
MORNING, 


Incomprehenſible Jenovan! the 
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Al- 
mighty, the God of Nature, of Grace, 
and of Glory ! Thou are exalted above 
the hallelujahs of angels, and yet con- 
deſcendeſt to declare thyſelf well pleaſed 


with the prayers and praiſes of ſuch 
worthleſs 
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worthleſs creatures as we are, when of. 


fered up in the ſincerity of our hearts, 
We thank thee, O Lord! for the 
return of this day; a day peculiarly 
ſet apart to thy more immediate worſhip 
and ſervice; and would eſteem it our 
privilege and ha ppineſs to be thus em- 
ployed. This is the day which the 
Lord hath made, may we rejoice, and 
be glad in it! Many are the ſeaſons of 
this kind, which thou haſt been graci- 
ouſly pleaſed to favour us with. But we 


muſt acknowledge, that we have not im- 


proved them as we ought to have done, 
to the honour of thy name, and to our 
own ſpiritual benefit. Lord | pardon our 
negligences and defects. And ſince it 
hath pleaſed thee to put another ſacred 
opportunity into our . aſſiſt us by 
thy grace, that we may worſhip thee in 
ſpirit and in truth with a pure adoration 
and devotion | 

With all the powers of our ſouls would 
praiſe and celebrate thee, the greateſt 
and beſt of beings, who art, from ever- 
laſting to everlaſting, unchangeably pol- 
ſeſſed of all pofiible perfeftions. Glory 
be to thee, the Father Almighty, the 


maker of heaven and earth, and - 
a 
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all things viſible and inviſible! Who 
ſpakeſt the word, and they were made; 
who commandeſt, and they were created! 

We bleſs that moſt wiſe and powerful 
ind benign providence, which extendeth 
it's care to numberleſs orders of beings : 
and, particularly, to us of the human 
race, 

But, eſpecially, we adore thee, urder 
the amiable character of a God in Chritt 
reconciling the world unto thyſelf. Bleſ- 
ſed for ever be thy name, that in com- 
paſſion to our periſhing ſtate, thou didſt, 
in the fulneſs of time, ſend thy only be- 
gotten ſon, to take upon him human 
fleſh, to inſtruct us in the nature of true 
religion; to lead us by his own example 
in the paths of righteouſneſs and true 
holineſs; and to put away fin by the fa- 
crifice of himſelf. And we would, in a 
particular manner, bleſs thee, tor his re- 
lurrection from the dead; that having 
tor us men, and for our ſalvation, ſub- 
mitted to the deepeſt humiliations, and 
to the moſt bitter and dolorous paſſions, 
and to the cruel and ignominious death 
of the croſs, he, on the firſt day of the 
week, which is therefore ſanctified to 
his honour, brake the bands of death, 
and 


every where, happily promoted. 


May we this day have communion with 
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and roſe triumphant over it, and is now 
at the right hand of the majeſty on high, 
Let us ſo know him in the power of his 
reſurrection, as to be thereby effectually 
engaged to walk in newneſs of life, and 
to ſeek the things which are above, 


And let us look forward, with faith and 


hope, to that glorious day, when he ſhall 
come again to take us to himſelf, that 
where he is, there we may be alſo. 

Be graciouſly preſent, we beſeech thee, 
this day to the ſeveral worſhipping ſoci- 
eties of thy people. We would join in 
ſpirit with all, that, in every place, call 
upon the name of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord: 
making it our earneſt requeſt, that the in- 
tereſts of real vital chriſtianity may be 


May thy ſabbaths, O Lord! be our de- 
light ; holy and honourable in our eſteem, 
And let all our religious ſervices be ani- 
mated with pious and devout affections. 
Grant, that we may not be forgetful 
hearers of the word, but doers of the 
work required, And let not the cares of 
this life, the deceitfulneſs of riches, and 
the luſts of other things entering in 
choke the word, and render it unfruitful. 


thee, 


— — =. 
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thee, our heavenly father, and with thy 
ſon Jeſus Chriſt, in the ordinances of 
thine appointment. And grant, that in 
the uſe of the means of grace, which 
thou affordeſt us, we may grow up in 
all holineſs and goodneſs, 'till we be 
made meet for a better world, where we 
hope to love, to praiſe, and obey thee 
in a far more perfe& manner, than now 
we are capable of doing. 

And, in the proſpect of that happy 
ſtate, we would now join with the uni- 
verſal church of heaven and earth, in 
that glorious hymn of praiſe, blefling, 
and honor, and glory, and power, be 
unto him that ſitteth upon the throne, 
and unto the lamb, for ever and ever, 
Amen. 
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A Prayer for the LokD's-Day 
EVENING. 


O Incomprehenſibly glorious Majeſty ! 
the bleſſed and only potentate, the 
King of kings, and Lord of lords. 
Thou dwelleſt in light to which no mor- 
tal ſinful eye can approach. We are not 
yet fitted for the immediate viſions = 
thy 
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thy glory. Vet thou haſt not left thyſelf 
without witneſs among us, but haſt made 
ſuch diſcoveries to us of thy divine ma- 
jeſty and amiable perfections, as juſily 
entitle thee to our higheſt love, our pro- 
foundeſt reverence, and our moſt un. 
reſerved devoted obedience. In all thy 
wonderful works, which are continually 
before our eyes, we may behold the 
bright impreſſions of thy power, wif- 
dom and goodneſs, We carry about us 
in the frame of our own bodies, and in 
the faculties of our immortal fouls the 
living proofs of a Deity. Thou Lord 
haſt made us reaſonable beings of an 
higher order than the brutes, and didſt 
originally deſign us for knowing, loving, 
and obcying thee, and for being happy 
in the enjoyment of thee, the infinite 
good. And bleſſed be thy name, that 
when all had ſinned and come ſhort of 
thy glory, and were fallen from the 
noble end of their creation, when the 
whole world was become guilty. before 
thee, thou hadſt compaſſion upon us in 
our ſinful periſhing ſtate, and haſt, in thy 
ſovereign wiſdom and love, provided a 
glorious Saviour for us, that through him 
we might be recovered to holineſs and 


happineſs. 
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happineſs. We bleſs thee, that, in the 
ſulneſs of time, thou didſt ſend thine 
own Son into the world, to inſtru& us 
by his heavenly doctrine, to guide us by 
his moſt perfect example, to make atone- 
ment for us by bis ſufferings and facri- 
fce, and to give us the fulleſt aſſurances 
of a bleſſed reſurrection and eternal life. 
We can now regard thee under the 
amiable character of a God in Chriſt, 
reconciling the world unto thyſelf ; en- 
couraged by thy grace and goodneſs, we 
humbly and earneſtly apply to thee, that 
for thy Son's ſake, and according to the 
multitude of thy tender mercies, thou 
would blot out all our tranſgreſſions, 
and ſpeak peace unto our ſouls. Far be 
it from us to abuſe thy mercy or to con- 
tinue in fin, becauſe grace hath abound- 
ed: But let the riches of thy grace, as 
manifeſted in the goſpel, lead us to re- 
pentance and holy obedience. O bleſſed 
God! heal the diſaffection of our hearts, 
and draw out our fouls to thee in love. 
Give us ſuch views of thy amiable glory 
and excellency, and eſpecially of thy 
infinite goodneſs and love to us, that we 
may be brought under the animating 
influence of a ſuperlative love to thee. 
C May 
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May we, with all ſaints, be able to 
comprehend more of the breadth, and 
length, and depth, and height of that 
love of Chriſt, which paſſeth knowledge. 
And as we profeſs to be his diſciples, let 
the ſame mind be in us that was in him, 
and let us ſhew that we abide in him 
by walking even as he walked. Oh! 
that we may feel the mighty power and 
influence of the Goſpel doctrines and 
motives, ſo as to be thereby effectually 
ingaged to adorn the doctrine of God 
our Saviour in all things. May we have 
reſpe&t unto all the divine command- 
ments, and not allow ourſelves in the 
habitual negle& and violation of any of 
them. May we daily worſhip thee in 
ſpirit and in truth, with a pure adoration 
and devotion, and live in a conſtant de. 
pendance on thee and reſignation to thy 
will : and let us do every thing we do 
as in thy ſight and in a ſubordination to 
thy glory. Preſerve us, we beſeech thee, 
from a lifeleſs formality in religion, and 
a lukewarm indifferency in the things of 
God: and grant that we may be ani- 
mated by a pure and fervent zeal for 
the honour of thy great name, and the 


intereſts of thy kingdom. 
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And let us have a conſtant regard not 
only to the duties of the firſt, but alſo to 
thoſe of the ſecond, table. Let us not 
only be pious and devout towards thee 
our God, but be juſt and charitable to- 
wards our fellow-creatures, endeavour- 
ing, in our general conduct, to fulfil that 
royal law, whereby we are obliged to 
love our neighbours as ourſelves, Ma 
we put on as the ele& of God, holy and 
beloved, bowels of mercies, kindneſs, 
meckneſs, long- ſuffering, forbearing one 
another, and forgiving one another, even 
is God, in Chrift, hath forgiven us, 

Lord help us to fulfil the duties of the 
ſeveral ſtations in which thy providence 
hath placed us; and to behave ſuitably 
to the relations we bear towards ſuperiors, 
inferiors, or equals, And let us be ena- 
bled to exerciſe a due diſcipline and go- 
rernment over ourſelves, and to keep all 
our appetites and paſſions within proper 
bounds, May we thew that we are 
Chriſt's faithful diſciples, by crucifying 
the leſh with the affections and luſts; 
and not be conformed to the world in 
the corrupt cuſtoms and practices of it, 
vor follow a multitude to do evil. 


2 Aſſiſt 


K ͤ ͤ V 
1 * 9 


ig - A Prayer for the 
Aſſiſt us by thy good ſpirit, that we 
may maintain our integrity, and preſerve 
a purity of intention, and ſteadineſs of 
reſolution, amidſt the manifold temptati. 
ons to which we are expoſed. in pati- 
ence let us poſſeſs our fouls ; and let us 
learn, in whatſover ſtate we are, therewith 
to be content. And grant that by a ſober, 
righteous, and godly lite here on earth, we 
may be daily rendered more and more 
meet for the inheritance of the ſaints in 
light; an inheritance incorruptible, and 
undefiled, and that fadeth not a way, re- 
ſerved in heaven for us, | 
When ſhall the happy time come, 
which we wait and pray for, when the 
whole earth ſhall be filled with the 
knowledge and glory of the Lord! Re- 
member in mercy thy antient people the 
ews, Let Chriſt crucified be no longer 
a ſtumbling block to them, but be the 
power of God, and the wiſdom of God. 
And let the heathen nation be turned 
from idols to ſerve thee, the living and 
true God, and to wait for thy Son from 
heaven, cven Jeſus, who delivered us 
from the wrath to come. 
We would be unfeignedly thankful for 


the glorious ligh: of thy goſpel, which 
ſhineth 


th 
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ſhineth among us in theſe lands; and 
for the ineſtimable liberty we enjoy, of 
worſhipping thee, according to the pre- 
ſcriptions of thy word, and the dictates 
of our conſciences. And, we beſeech 
thee, gracious God, to ſtrengthen the 
faith and patience of thoſe, that are ſuf- 
fering for righteouſneſs-ſake. Reſtrain 
the fury of their oppreflors, and grant 
that thoſe who whilit they are perſecu- 
ting thy ſervants, think they are doing 
thee ſervice, may be recovered to the 
true ſpirit of chriſtianity, which 1s a 
ſpirit of love and peace. 

O Thou, who art the great King of 
kings, and Lord of lords, bleſs the 


king, whom thou haſt in thy good pro- 


vidence ſet over us, and may he be ena- 


bled to guide the people committed to 
him, with integrity of heart, and ſkil- 
fulneſs of hands. And let all our judges 
and magiſtrates faithfully endeavour to 
fulfil the great ends of their office, that 
juſtice and righteouſneſs may run down 
our ſtreets like a mighty ſtream. 

May the miniſters of thy goſpel be 
wiſe to win ſouls, and not handle the 
word of God deceitfully, but by mani- 
feſtation of the truth commend them- 

C 3 ſelves 


contented with their lot, and apply them- 
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ſelves to every man's conſcience, in the W 


fight of God, We would pray for our thi 
nobles and gentry, that they may be Le 


eminent for probity and public ſpirit, he: 

and employ the advantages of their con- fut 

dition for promoting the intereſts of re. 7 
c 


ligion and virtue, and the welfare and 
good order of the community. | 
Let thoſe that are engaged in com- 
merce be fair and honeſt in all their 
dealings, and not allow themſelves in any 
arts of fraud and unlawful gain. May 
they who have this world's wealth, en- 
deavour to lay themſelves out in doing 
good, and honour the Lord with their 
ſubſtance, confidering it as a truſt com- 
mitted to them, of which they muſt 
give an account, And let the poor be 


ſelves to honeſt labour, working with 
their hands that which is good. 

We beſeech thee, who art the father 
of mercies, to ſupply the wants of thoſe 
that are really indigent : comfort the fick 
and the afflicted, and be a preſent help 
to them in time of trouble. Grace, mei- 
cy, and peace be upon us, and all our 
friends and relatives, and upon all that 


love our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in mo 
e 
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We bleſs thee ſor that good word of 
thine, which we have this day heard. 
Let it make laſting impreſſions upon our 
hearts, and produce ſuitable fruits in our 
futer lives. The good Lord pardon the 
weakneſſes and defects that have attend- 
ed us in the religious ſervices in which 
we have been engaged, and lay not to 
our charge the iniquities of our holy 
things. Take us, we beſeech thee, un- 
der thy gracious protection this night. 
Let no evil befall us, neither let any 
plague come nign our dwelling. May 
our ſleep be ſweet unto us, and let us 
ariſe in the morning of the enſuing” day, 


refreſhed and f:ensthened, that we may 


be enabled to apply ourſelves to the 
cheerful diſcharge of the duties required 
of us. Lord, hear and anſwer theſe our 
humble requeſts, and grant us what- 
ſoever thou ſeeſt to be really good and 
needful for us, in the name and for the 
ſake of Jeſus Chriſt the great mediator 
of thine appointment, through whom we 
have a freedom of acceſs unto thee, and 
can ſay with an ingenuous affiance, in 
the words which he hath taught us, 
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18 
O UR Father, who art in Heaver. 


Hallowed be thy name, Thy 
Kingdom come. Thy will be done in 
Earth, as it is in Heaven. Give us, this 
day, our daily bread, and forgive us our 
treſpaſſes, as we forgive them that tre. 
paſs againſt us, And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil, 
For thine is the Kingdom, and the Pow- 
er, and the Glory, for ever and ever, 
Amen, | 


an anna 


Another Prayer for the LoRD's- DA 
EVENING. 


M OST bleſſed and glorious Lord 
our God! -Thou, whoſe name 
alone is JEHOVAH, art the moſt high 


over all the earth; thy glory 1s above 


the heavens. Thou art great, and clo- 


thed with honour and majeſty ! With 


the profoundeſt reverence would we now 
worſhip, and bow down, and knee] be- 
fore the Lord our Maker, acknowledg- 
ing that thou art worthy to receive glory 
and honour, and power, for thou haſt 
created all things; and for thy pleaſure 
they are and were created. 

Thou 
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Thou continually upholdeſt all things 
by the word of thy power; and govern- 
eſt all the orders of beings which thou 
haſt made, by thy moſt wiſe and righte- 
ous providence. 

But we would eſpecially praiſe thee, 
O Lord! for thy goodneſs, and for thy 
wonderful works unto the children of 
men. Though we are a race of ſinful 
creatures, that are daily offending thee, 
vet thou art continually doing us good in 
the methods of thy common bountiful 
providence, and haſt ſtored the whole 
world about us with a variety of things, 
for our uſe and for our entertainment. 

But above all, we bleſs thee for the 
wonders of redeeming love, and for the 
exceeding riches of thy grace manifeſted 
towards us through Jeſus Chriſt. We 
adore thee for his wonderful incarnation ; 
tor the clear revelation he hath brought 
us of thy will, and of our duty; for the 
example of his molt holy and ſpotleſs 
life; and for the obedience of his ſuffer- 
ings and death, and the ſacrifice he 
hath offered for our redemption, We 
bleſs thee, for his reſurrection from the 
dead, and for the glories of his exalted 
ſtate: that he is made head over all 


Cs things 


—— = 


according to the multitude of thy tender 
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things unto his church, and ever livcth the 


to make interceſſion for us. And we gr 
Tejoice in the proſpects of his glorious 
appearing, when he, who was once of. anc 
fered to bear the ſins of many, ſhall MW ties 


come the ſecond time to complete the wo 
ſalvation of them that believe and obey De 
him. pov 

Oh!] that this thy marvellous grace and and 
goodneſs may make dcep and laſting im- and 
preſſions upon our hearts: and, from a I cal 
warm and lively ſenſe of the obligations are 


we are under, let us make it our conti. and 


nual endeavour to abound in all thoſe Eran 
fruits of righteouſneſs, which are by fe- ſuch 
ſus Chriſt, to the praiſe and glory of So] 
God our heavenly father. our 

We are aſhamed, O Lord! that we forn 
have been ſo forward to offend thee, and thing 
that we have, in ſo many inſtances, 
made very unworthy returns to thy infi- 
nite goodneſs, We have ſinned againſt 
light and love, and have been unſtead- 
faſt in thy covenant, But we beſeech 
thee through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 


mercies, to blot out all our tranſgreſſions. 
Grant that we may be filled with a godly 


ſorrow for our ſins, and let us abhor the 
thoughts 
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thoughts of continuing in fin, becauſe 
grace hath abounded towards us, 

Lord, eſtabliſh our feeble reſolutions, 
and let thy Holy Spirit help our nfirmi- 
ties, for we too often find, that when we 
would do good, evil is preſent with us, 
Deliver us, we beſeech thee, from the 
power of corrupt and ſenſual affections, 
and enable us to govern all our appetites, 
and paſſions by the laws of religion and 
reaſon, Let us follow the things which 
are true, and juſt, and pure, and lovely, 
and virtuous, and praiſe-worthy : And 
grant that our whole converſation may be 
ſuch as becometh the Goſpel of Chriſt. 

Subdue our obſtinate ſelf-will, and let 
our wills be wholly ſubjected and con- 
formed to thy good and holy will in all 
things. And may our hearts and affec- 
tions be raiſed above the vanities of this 
preſent world, and be fixed upon thee, 
the ſupreme, the infinite good, who 
alone can ſatisfy the immortal deſires of 
ur ſouls, and in whom alone we can be 
completely and for ever happy. 

We would lament it as our unhappi— 
neſs, as well as fault, that we love the 
no more, and that our affections and de- 


fires towards thee are ſo cold and lan- 
Zuid 
Hs 
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guid, But Lord! we deſire to love thee 
above all; and to manifeſt the fincerity 
of our love by that beſt expreſſion of it, 
the keeping thy commandments. 

And fince thou haſt been pleaſed in 


thy holy word, to propoſe thyſelf to us 


as the great examplar and pattern, to 
which we muſt labour to be conformed; 
we beſeech thee to form us into thy 
divine likeneſs. Aſſiſt us by thy ſpirit, 
that we may reſemble thee more and 
more, in thy moſt amiable moral excel- 
lencies ; in thy purity and holineſs; in 
thy love and goodneſs; in thy faithful. 
neſs and truth, 

Let us not take up with outward pro- 
feſſions or low attainments, but be til! 
going on towards perfection, as becometh 
the children of God, and the diſciples 
of the holy Jeſus. Oh! that Chriſt and 
his benefits, his marvellous love, and the 
glories he hath prepared for believing 
obedient ſouls, may be the frequent ſub- 
ject of our affectionate meditations, and 
may have a purifying transforming influ- 
ence upon our hearts! Since Heaven is 
what we profeſs to have in view, thither 
let us continually aſpire in ardent _— 

an 
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and believing hopes, and diligent prepa- 
rations. 

We rejoice in the proſpects of being 
admitted to the city of the living God, 
that heavenly Jeruſalem ; and to an in- 
numerable company of angels, to the 
general aſſembly and church of the firſt- 
born, which -are written in heaven; to 
God the judge of all; and to the ſpirits 
of juſt men made perfect; and to Jeſus, 
the mediator of the new covenant, 
Animated by the hope that is ſet before 
us, let us now by a patient continuance 
in well-doing, ſeek for glory, honour, 
and immortality, that in the end we 
may obtain eternal lite, 

O Thou, the great governor of the 
world, and father of mankind, order 
things. ſo in thy moſt wile providence, 
that the obſtacles may be removed, which 
hinder the ſpreading of true religion in 
the world. 

Let chriſtianity ſhine forth in it's ge- 
nuine ſimplicity, beauty, and glory, free 
from idolatry, ſuperſtition and ſpiritual 
tyranny |! 

May the inhabitants of theſe lands 
have a zeal for God, tempered with 
evangelical meekneſs and charity : And 

let 
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let not our liberty be turned into licenti- 
ouſneſs. 

And ſince it is thy will, that we ſhould 
pray for kings, and all in authority over 
us, have a gracious regard, we beſeech 
thee, to the prayers we would now offer 
up unto thee, on the behalf of thy ſcr— 
vant our king. Let thy holy Spirit guide 
him, and thy powerful arm defend and 
ſtrengthen him; and let wiſdom and 
righteouſneſs be the ſtability of his 
throne. 

May our magiſtrates be careful to do 
juſtice and judgment, and be a terror, 
not to good works, but to the evil. 

And let the miniſters of the holy Je- 
ſus take heed to the miniſtry they have 
received of the Lord, to fulfil it. 

O thou, whoſe character it is to com- 
fort us in all our tribulations, pity thoſe 
that are in adverſity. Lay not upon them 
more than thou wilt enable them 19 
bear, and let them find, that it is good 
for them that have been afflicted. 

We implore thy favour upon our 
friends and relatives, and eſpecially that 
their ſouls may proſper: and grant, 


that we may be at peace among out- 
ſelves. 
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ſelves. And, as far as in us licth, let us 
live peaceably with all men. 

Accept our thankful acknowledgments, 
O thou, our moſt merciful father, and 
ſovereign benefactor, for the numberleſs 
benefits we have received from thee, 
through the whole courſe of our lives, 
Thy kind providence hath been our con- 
ſtant ſafe-guard and ſupport : our praiſe 
thould therefore be continually of thee, 
To thee we owe it that we have been 
preſerved in health, or have been reſtored 
from ſickneſs, and that we have been 
continued in the uſe of our ſenſes, and 
in the exerciſe of our reaſon. Thou haſt 
hitherto, in thy great mercy, granted us 
the neceſſaries of this preſent life, and 
haſt, in many inſtances, indulged us in 
the comforts of it, And when it hath 
pleaſed thee, for wiſe ends, to lay upon 
us thy correcting hand, we have had 
reaſon to ſing of mercy, as well as of 
judgment ; and to bleſs thee for thy moſt 
ſeaſonable fatherly chaſtiſements, and thy 
gracious ſupports under them. 

But above all, we bleſs thee ſor the 
exceeding great and precious promiſes of 
thy covenant, whereby thou haſt called 
us to glory and virtue, and hath raiſed us 

to 
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to the hope of eternal happineſs in a bet. 
ter world; 
means of grace and ſpiritual improve- 
ment to help us forward in our prepara- 
tions for it. 

We beſcech thee to follow with thy 
bleſſing the inſtructions we have this day 
received from thy holy word. Pardon 
whatſoever thy holy eye hath ſeen amis 
in us. And watch over us and bleſs us 
this night, In a reliance on thy merci- 
ful protection we would lay us down in 
peace, and ſleep; for thou Lord only 
makeſt us dwell in ſafety. Grant that 
we may be fitted for the duties of the 
following day and week, and may behave 
as becometh us in our ſeveral ſtations 
and relations. And let us be careful to 


redeem and improve the time, as being 


ſenſible, that the time of life is ſhort, and 
that to thee we muſt be accountable 
for it. 

Lord lift up the light of thy counte- 
nance upon us, and graciouſly accept the 
ſupplications and thankſgivings we have 
now offered up unto thee, 

And do thou the God of peace, who 
haſt brought again from the dead our 
Lord Jeſus, that great ſhepherd of the 

ſheep, 


and for all the valuable 
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ſeep, through the blood of the everlaſt- 


ing covenant, make us perfe& in every 
good work to do thy will, working in us 
that which is well-pleaſing in thy fight, 
through Jeſus Chriſt : to whom be glory 


for ever and ever. Amen. 
ANNA 


A Third Prayer for the Lok p's-DAv 
EVENING. | 


0 Eternal and infinitely glorious Je- 
HOVAH | the ſupreme and abſolute- 
ly perfect being; who art worthy to re- 
ceive the united praiſes and adorations of 
the whole intelligent creation. 

Thou, even thou, art Lord alone! 
Thou haſt made heaven, the heaven of 
heavens: with all their hoſt, the earth 
and all things that are therein ; the ſeas, 
and all that is therein; and thou preſer- 
veſt them all; and the beſt hoſt of hea- 
ven worſhippeth thee, O Lord! how 
manifold are thy works! in wiſdom haſt 
thou made them all. Who is like unto 
thee, glorious in holineſs, fearful in 
praiſes, working wonders! thy bounty is 
wide as this vaſt creation : thy mercy en- 

dureth 


mm 
- 
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dureth for ever: and thy truth unto al 
generations! | 

We rejoice to think that we are under 
thy moſt juſt and benign adminiſtrations, 
who, we are ſue, wilt order all thing 
with infinite wiſdom and equity, ſo as is 
moſt for the good of the whole, and for 


the happineſs of thoſe that love and ſeek 


thee in ſincerity. 


Lord, we acknowledge that thy ways 
are equal, and that thy laws are holy and 
juſt, and gcod, and tend to promote 


the true felicity and perfection of our 


nature. But with ſhame and confuſion 


of face muſt we confeſs at thy footſtool, 


that we have in many inſtances tranſgrel. 
ſed thoſe commandments, which thou 
haſt ſet before us as the rule of our duty, 
and have riſen up both againſt thy au— 
thority, and againſt thy goodneſs. Too 
often have we oppoſed our corrupt wills 
to thy holy will and law, and have been 


drawn by our irregular appetites and 


paſſions to act contrary to the convictions 
of our own minds, and to. the ſacred 
obligations of thy covenant. All our 
omiſſions and neglects of duty, the num- 
berleſs defects and weakneſſes which 


have attended us, as well as our more 
preſump- 


have 
pro: 
there 
natu! 
that! 
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eſumptuous offences, are now open to 
thy all-ſeeing eye. We have reaſon 
therefore with an ingenuous contrition to 
ſmite upon our breaſts ſaying, Lord! be 
merciful to us ſinners. Our iniquities 
have abounded, let thy grace much more 
abound in the full and free remiſſion of 
them. We have deſtroyed ourſelves : 
but in thee, O Lord! is our help and our 
ſalvation. 

We would receive it as a faithful ſay- 
ing, and worthy of all acceptation, that 
Chriſt Jeſus came into the world to fave 
ſinners, We deſire to rely on him as the 
appointed Saviour, to ſubmit to him as 
our Lord, and to comply with the moſt 
reaſonable and gracious terms of pardon 
and ſalvation which are eſtabliſhed in the 
new covenant, 

Aſſiſt us by thy grace, we beſeech 
thee, that we may hate and forſake every 
evi] way, and may not harbour any dar- 
ling iniquity in our boſoms. Since we 
have ſuch exceeding great and precious 
promiſes given us, grant that we may 
thereby be made partakers of a divine 
nature, and may eſcape the corruption 
that is in the world through luſt, 


Lord, 
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Lord, keep us from an evil heart of 
unbelief, and let us be built up in our 
moſt holy faith. And do thou, who 
commandedſt light to ſhine out of dark. 
neſs, ſhine into our hearts to give us the 


light of the knowledge of thy glory, in 


the face of Jeſus Chriſt, Let us have 
ſuch views of thy moſt amiable perfec- 
tions and eſpecially of thy. infinite good- 
neſs, that we may be powerfully drawn 
to love thee above all, and may delight 
greatly in thy commandments, Let us 
eſteem thy ſervice to be our nobleſt free- 
dom, and be animated with a pure and 
fervent zeal for the glory of thy great 
name, and the intereſts of thy kingdom, 

We would aſpire with earneſt deſires 
after a nearer conformity to thee, the beſt 
of beings ; and as thou, who haſt called 
us, art holy, ſo may we be holy in all 
manner of converſation. And let a ſenſe 
of a preſent deity be an effectual preſer- 
vative againſt fin and temptation, and a 
powerful engagement to the perform- 
ance of our duty. 

O thou, the great ſearcher of hearts, 
who loveſt truth in the inward parts, 
cleanſe us from all hypocriſy and gulle, 
and give us that chriſtian candour and 

ſimpicity 
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ſimplicity of ſpirit, that godly ſincerity, 
which 1s pleaſing and acceptable in thy 
fight. Subdue that inordinate ſelfiſhneſs, 
which is deeply rooted in our hearts; and 
let us put on charity, which is the bond 
of perfectneſs; that charity which ſeek- 
eth not her own, which envieth not, and 
is not puffed up, and behaveth not itſelf 
unſcemly. Let the law of kindnels be in 
our lips: and putting away from us all 
lying and clamour, and evil-ſpeaking, 
let us ſpeak the truth in love, and not 
backbite with our tongues, nor take up 
a reproach againſt our neighbour. In the 
whole courſe of our actions, let it be our 
defire and delight to be doing good, in 
conformity to the example of that bleſſed 
Redeemer, who, in the days of his fleſh, 
went about doing good to the bodies and 
to the ſouls of men. 

And whilſt thou continueſt us in this 
fate of trial, aſſiſt us, gracious God, to 
perform the duties of our ſeveral ſtations 
and relations, and to fill up that part in 
the civil and ſocial life which thy provi- 
dence hath aſſigned us, that we may 
glorify thee on the earth, and ſerve our 
generation according unto thy will. 


May 
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May all thy diſpenſations towards us 
be ſanctified. To thee we would be 
thankful for every good thing we enjoy, 
and for all the proſperous events which 
betal us. And if thou ſeeſt fit to exer. 
ciſe us with affliction and ſuffering, far 
from murmuring or cepining, let us meek- 
ly acquieſce in thine appointments. Grant 
that tribulation may work patience, and 
patience experience, and experience hope ; 
that hope of the glory 'of God which 
maketh not aſhamed. We would beg 
with greater earneſtneſs than for any 
worldly advantages whatſover, that we 
may make a conſtant progreſs in grace, 
and in all the virtues of the chriſtian 
life. 

And whenever it ſhall pleaſe thee to 
put an end to this our preſent ſtate of 


trial and diſcipline, let us be received 


into thoſe bliſsful manſions which thy 
infinite goodneſs hath prepared, where 
we hope to be made perfect in holinels 
and glory. 

May the name of Chriſt be ſpread 
from the riſing to the ſetting ſun, and let 
the time come when all nations ſhall call 


him bleſſed. 
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Our hearts defire and prayer for tral 
js, that they may be ſaved : and that the 

zentiles every where may be turned 
from darkneſs unto light, and from the 
power of Satan unto God, that they may 
receive the forgiveneſs of fins, and an in- 
heritance among them that are ſanctited 
by faith that is in Chriſt Jeſus. | 

Revive among profeſſed chriſtians a 
hearty zeal for true uncorrupted chriſti— 
anity in 17's power and purity, and grant 
that they may approve themſelves tne 
diſciples of Jeſus, by loving one another, 
and by keeping the unity of the ſpirit in 
the bond of peace. 

Oh in mercy to thy church and man- 
kind put a ſtop to perſecuting rage and 
violence, and let not thy ſuffering ſer- 
vants be conſtrained by any worldly ter- 
rors to make ſhipwreck of faith and a 
good conſcience. 

May we in theſe lands make a right 
improvement of our happy privileges, 
and walk as children of the light and of 
the day, 

Do thou, whoart the governor among 
the nations, bleſs, guide and defend thy 
ſervant our king: and give wiſe and 
able magiſtrates, that under the ſhadow 


of 
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of civil authority, we may lead peace. 
able and quiet lives in all godlineſs and 
honeſty. | 

Let the miniſters of thy goſpel preach 
not themſelves, but Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, 
and be examples, to the believers in word, 
in converſation, in charity, in faith, in 

uri: y, 

And let all in their ſeveral ſtations and 
relations endeavour to adorn the doctrine 
of God our Saviour in all things. 

We beſeech thee, the God of all grace, 
to bleſs the riſing generation. Let parents 
be careful to bring up their children in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord. And 
let thoſe that are in the days of their youth 
enter betimes on the ways of wiſdom, 
piety, and virtue, and fleeing youthful luſt, 
let them bring forth the amiable fruits of 
rigliteouſneſs to thy praiſe and glory. 

Ve commend to thy fatherly goodnels 
and care all our friends and relatives, and 
if we have any enemies, Lord have mer- 
ey on them, and turn their hearts. 

Let the poor, the ſick, and the afflicted, 
be remembered by thee, as their ſeveral 
caſes and circumſtances require. And 


may they that are in an eaſy and proſpe- 
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and manifeſt their ſenſe of thy goodneſs. 
to them, by a readineſs to ſhew kindneſs. 
to thoſe that are in adverſity. 

We bleſs thee for the opportunity we 
have this day had of attending upon thee 
in the ordinances of thy houſe : and 
grant that as we have ſuch frequent 
ſeaſons of grace put into our hands, we 
may grow in wiſdom and ſpiritual under- 
ſtanding, and in all holineſs and good- 
neſs, and may, by the exerciſes of thy 
worthip in thy church below, be prepared 
tor the nobler exerciſes and enjoyments 
of an eternal ſabbath in thy immediate 
beatinc preſence and kingdom above. 
Afſiſt us by thy grace, that through the 
following week we may walk before thee 
unto all pleaſing, and in all our worldly 
buſineſſes, employments, and cares, and 
even in our recreations themſelves, may 
maintain a conſtant regard to thy preſence 
and approbation, as becometh account- 
able creatures, 

Let not a weariſome night be appoint- 
ed us, but grant to us comfortable repoſe, 
that in the morning of the enſuing day 
we make awake full of the praiſes of thy 
goodneſs, and with freſh reſolutions of 
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devoting our preſerved lives to thy glory 


and ſervice. 
Accept us, we beſeech thee, through 


Jeſus Chriſt the Son of thy love, for 
whom we would with all our heart: 
adore and bleſs thee, and in whoſe name 
and words we call upon thee : 


OU Father, who art in Heaven. 
Hallowed be. thy name. Thy 
Kingdom come. Thy will be done on 
earth, as it is in Heaven. Give us, this 
day, our daily bread, and forgive us our 
treſpaſſes, as we forgive them that treſ- 
paſs againſt us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil, 
For thine is the Kingdom, and the Pow- 
er, and the Glory, for ever and ever, 


Amen. 
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ALMIGHTY and moſt gracious 


God, who art plenteous in mercy 

to all that call upon thee in truth. On 
thee we continually depend, and each 
returning day bringeth freth inſtances of 


thy favour and loving Kindneſs towards 
us. 
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us. In the morning therefore would we 
direct our prayer unto thee, and would 
humbly offer up our greateful acknowledg- 
ments and adorations. We thank thee 
that thou haſt hitherto granted us the 
neceſſaries and many of the conveniencies 
of this preſent life. But we would eſpe- 
cially adore and bleſs thee for the ſpiri- 
tual bleſſings conferred upon us through 
Jeſus Chriſt the Son of thy love. Aſſiſt 


day, and all our days, to live not unto 
ourſelves but unto thee, and to glorify 
thee in our bodies and ſpirits which are 
thine, 

We are aſhamed to reflect that we 
have in many inſtances carried it un- 


V 
er. gratefully and diſingenuouſly towards 
thee, and have tranſgreſſed thy holy and 
righteous law both by omitting the duties 
Ha which are there required, and by doing 
thoſe things which thou haſt there for- 
bidden. If thou, Lord, ſhouldeſt be ex- 
us eme to mark what we have done amils, 
cy | ve could not abide the trial of thy ſtrict 
On WW inſtice. But it is our great comfort, that 
ch with thee there is mercy, and with thee 
of chere is plenteous redemption, And fince 
rds t bath pleaſed thee, in thy great love te 
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28 A Prayer for 
mankind, to exalt thy Son Jeſus Chriji 
to be a Prince and a Saviour, to give te. 
pentahce and remiſſion of fins; we beg 
that thou wouldeſt be graciouſly pleaſed 


through him to work in us a ſincere re- 


pentance, and to grant us the full and 
free remiſſion of all our offences. Oh 
ſend thy ſpirit to ſanctify us in all our fa- 
culties aud powers, that we may be re. 
newed after thine image in knowledge, 
righteouſneſs, and true holineſs. Let us 
love thee, the Lord our God, with all our 
hearts, who alone art infinitely amiable, 
the fountain of all perfection and happi- 
neſs, and let a continual fear of thee 
poſſeſs and govern our minds, that we 
may not alow ourſelves in any thing 
that is contrary to thy holy nature and 
will, Let us walk continually as in thy 
ſight, andexerciſe a conſtant dependance 
on thy wiſe and good providence. And 
from a perſuaſion that thou ordereſt all 
things really for the beſt, let us learn to 
caſt our cares and burdens upon thee, 
and reſign ourſelves wholly to thy dil- 


poſals. May We be daily looking unto 
Jeſus the author and finiſher of our faith, 


and have his bright example ever in view 
i 


Monday Morning. = 
as our great pattern, and feel the facre] 
conſtraints of his wonderous love. 

Lord keep us from deceiving ourſelves 
with a dead inoperative faich. Let us fo 
believe as to be careful to maintain good 
works and let the obedience we yield b: 
free and ingenuous, having reſpect unto 
all thy commandments, 

O Gcd, who ſearcheſt the hearts and 
trieſt the reins of the children of men, 
cleanſe thou us from our ſecret faults, 
but eſpecially deliver us from preſump- 
tuous fins, and let them not have domi- 
nion over us, Turn away our eyes we 
beſeech thee, from beholding vanity, and 
quicken us in thy way, Incline our 
hearts unto thy ay Who and not unto 
covetouſneſs, Since the time is ſhort 
let us uſe this world ſo as not to abuſe it, 
conſidering that the faſhion of this world 
paſſeth away, and let us ſeek the things 
which are above, and not be carnally 
minded, which is death; but be ſpiritually 
minded, which is life and peace. Grant, 
O moſt merciful heavenly Father, that 
through the gracious aſſiſtances of thy 
good ſpirit, we may grow up in all holi- 
neſs and goodneſs to the true perfection 
of our natures. And let us fo fulfil the 

D 3 work 
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work which thou halt given us to do here 
on earth, that after having ſerved our ge. 
neration according to thy will, we may 
enter into the joy of our Lord. 

Let thy way, O God, be known upon 
earth, and thy ſalvation unto all people, 
Have mercy in an eſpecial manner on 
theſe nations of Britain and Trelanud. 
Heal our backſlidings, and revive our 
languiſhing love and zeal. Let all in 
authority over us rule us in thy fear and 
to thy glory. And let thy mercy extend 
to all orders and degrees of perſons. Pro- 
tect us this day by thy good providence, 
and guide us by thy ſpirit. Keep us 
from trifling away precious time, and 
aſſiſt us in every part of duty in which 
we ſhall be engaged. And grant us what- 
ſover thou feeſt we really ſtand in need 
of for our bodies and for our ſouls, 
though Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, in whom 
thou art always well pleaſed, and in whotc 
comprehenſive words we ſum up all our 
petitions, 


'0 Father, who art in Heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name. Thy 
Kingdom come. Thy will be done in 


earth, as it is in Heaven. Give us, this 
| dav, 
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day, our daily bread, and forgive us our 
treſpaſſes, as we forgive them that treſ- 
paſs againſt us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the Kingdom, and the Pow- 
er, and the Glory, for ever and ever. 


Aimen. 
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A Prayer for Monpay Evening. 
MY * great and glorious, moſt 


merciſul and gracious Lord God, 
with a profound vencration, and with 
humble gratitude we would worſhip and 
adore thee as our almighty maker, our 
conſtant preſerver, our moſt bountiful 
benefactor, our ſupreme Lord, and chief- 
et good. We are ſenſible of thy juſt 
propriety in us, and dominion over us, 
that thou haſt the moſt rightful claim to 
our higheſt love, and to all the obedience 
we are capable of rendering, and that it 
5 in thee alone that we can be happy. 
Lut we mult acknowledge with deep hu- 
mility and ſelf-abatement, that we have 
in many inſtances fallen ſhort of the 
great end of our being, and have acted 
contrary to the obligations which thy au- 
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thority and goodneſs have laid upon us, 
Our own hearts charge us with manifold 
tranſgreſſions of thy holy and righteous 
law. How much more mayeſt thou 
charge us, who art greater than our 
hearts, and knoweſt all things? But we 
beſeech thee to extend thy mercy to- 
wards us through Jeſus Chriſt, in whom 
thou haſt made known all the riches of 
thy grace to periſhing ſinners of the hu. 
man race. And as we would implore 
the pardon of our paſt iniquities, ſo we 
would no leſs earneſtly deſire the ſancti- 
fying influences and aids of thy holy 
ſpirit. Lord, help our weakneſſes and 
infirmities and enlarge our hearts, that 
we may run the way of thy command- 
ments with chearfulneſs and delight, 
Make us ſenſible that the happieſt thing 
we can do for ourſelves is to obey the 
laws which thou haſt given us, and to 
reſign ourſelves in all things to thy will, 
and to embrace whatſoever thy ſovereign 
wiſdom ſeeth to be really beſt and fitteſt 
for us, On thee we deſire to caſt all our 
burdens and cares amidſt the viciſſitudes 
of this mortal life, And we beſeech thee 


to enable us to apply ourſelves with zeal 
and diligence to the performance of every 
par. 
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part of our duty. Let that 
thine, which bringeth ſalvation, effectu- 
ally teach us, that denying ungodlineſs 
and wordly luſts, we ſhould live ſoberly, 
righteouſly, and godly, in this preſent 
world; looking for the bleſſed hope, and 
the glorious appearing of the great God, 
and our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, who gave 
himſelf for us, that he might redeem us 
from all iniquity, and purify unto him- 
felf a peculiar people, zealous of good 
works, Let us not love the world, nei- 
ther the things that are in the world, fo 
as to chuſe them for our portion, or place 
our chiet happineſs in them. If riches 
encreaſe, let us not ſet out hearts upon 
them, nor truſt in uncertain riches, but 
In thee tne living God. And if it ſhall 
ſeem fit to thee that we ſhould be poor 
and in a low condition, let us be patient 
and contented with our lot, and grant 
that we may be rich in faith and heirs of 
the kingdom. Whatever ſtation or con- 
dition we are in, let us be enabled to fulfil 
the duties of that ſtation and condition, 
adorning the doctrine of God our Saviour 
In all things. May we be jult in all our 
cealinges, and govern ourſelves in our 
general conduct, by that cxcellent rule 
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44 A Prayer for 
which our Saviour hath taught us, to do 


unto others as we would that they ſhould 


do unto us. Let us be kindly affectioned 
one to another with brotherly love, in 
honour preferring one another, And if 
we meet with injuries and reproaches, 
let us, inſtead of indulging the bitternel; 
of revenge, exerciſe a forgiving diſpoſi- 
tion, and be ready even to render good 
for evil, and bleſſing for curſing. 

We beſcech thee, gracious God, who 
art the ſovereign diſpoſer of all events, 
to. cauſe all things to work together for 
our good. Enable us meekly to ſubmit 
to thy hand in all our afflictions, con- 
fidering them as wiſely and righteouſl 
ordered by thee. And let us be unfeign- 
edly thankful to thee for all the mercic 
we receive. With grateful hearts we 
acknowledge that goodneſs of thine, 
which hath followed us all our days, 
To thy kind providence we owe it that 
we are ſupplied with the neceſſaries, and 
that we enjoy many of the comforts dd 

this preſent life: but eſpecially we blel 
thee for the glorious privileges of th 

Gofpe!, and for that unſpeakable gilt © 

thy love, the gift of thine own Son 

and for all the ſpiritual bleſſings we a 
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made partakers of through him. Were- 
joice in the happy proſpects which are 
before us, the proſpects of an inheri- 
tance incorruptible and undefiled, and 
that fadeth not away, reſerved in Hea- 
ven for us. And grant, we beſeech 
thee, that we may walk worthy of the 
high and heavenly calling wherewith we 
are called, and as becometh the heirs and 
expe ctants of a bleſſed im mortality. 

We pray that Jews and Gentiles may 
be brought to the obedience of faith ; 
and that true chriſtianity may every 
where prevail, tree from thoſe corrup- 
tions and debating mixtures which have 
ſtained it's purity and glory. Do thou, 
the God ot all grace, pour forth thy 
holy ſpirit from on high upon all orders 
and degrees of perſons in theſe lands. 
Put a ſtop to the growth of prophaneneſs, 
impiety, and infidelity, and to that vice 
and diſſoluteneſs of manners, which ſo 
aboundeth among us. Deliver us from 
bitter envying and uncharitableneſs, and 
let us follow the things which make for 
peace, and the things with which we may 
edify one another. We beſeech thee, 
by whom kings reign, and princes de- 
cree juſtice, to bleſs thy ſervant our King, 
In 
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in his perſon, family, and government, 
Let his throne be eſtabliſhed in wiſdom 
and righteouſneſs. And let all inferior 
magiſtrates employ the authority com- 


mitted to them, for a terror to evil-doers, - 


and an encouragement to them that do 
well, May the miniſters of thy Goſpel 
be happily inſtrumental to promote the 
knowledge and practice of real vital chri- 
ſtianity, both by their doctrine and by 
their example, We beſecch thee in thy 
great goodneſs to provide for the neceſſi- 
ties of the poor. Look in mercy on the 
fick and the afflicted: let them not 
diſpiſe thy chaſtening, O Lord, nor faint 
when they are rebuked of thee, We beg 
for a bleſſing from thee upon our dear 
relatives, our friends, and benefactors, 
and that thou wouldeſt be graciouſly 
pleaſed to forgive our enemies, and let 
them be brought to the exerciſe of a true 
chriſtian ſpirit and temper, 

We acknowledge thy fatherly care 
over us throughout the day paſt, and we 


commit ourſelves to thy divine protection 


and bleſſing this night. And grant that 
we may be ſo refrethed with quiet fleep, 
as to be fitted for a chearful performance 


of the duties of the following day, We 
offer 
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offer up all our ſupplications, thankſ- 
givings and requeſts to thee our moſt 
merciful heavenly father, in the name of 
Jeſus Chriſt thy well beloved Son our 
Lord, to whom be glory and dominion, 


for ever and ever, Amen. 


ERAERERERRENREANERZRER 


A Prayer for Tuesday Morning. 


OST bleſſed and glorious God 

our creator, peſerver, and bene- 
factor, It is of thy mercies that we are 
not conſumed, even becauſe thy com- 
paſſions fail not. They are new every 
morning, great 1s thy faithfulneſs. We 
acknowledge, O Lord, that we are iels 
than the leaſt of thy mercies. In many 
things have we offended, and all our 
weakneſſes, our negligences and defects 
are perfectly known unto thee, as well 
as our more preſumptuous tranſgreſſions, 
Enter not into judgment with thy ſer- 
vants, we beſeech thee, but through our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and according to the 
gracious terms of that covenant which is 
ratified by his blood, blot out all our in- 
iquities, and ſpeak peace unto our fouls, 
and 
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and then let us not return again unto folly, 
To thee, Lord, we would abſolutely de- 
vote ourſelves. And it is the humble 
purpoſe of out hearts, that we will en. 


deavour to walk in holineſs and righ- 


teouſneſs before thee all the days of our 
lives, 

We are ſenſible that we live in a world 
full of temptations and ſnares; and that in 
ourſelves we are weak inſufficient crea- 
tures, But we know that thy grace is 
fufficient for us; and would therefore 
humbly apply to thee, that thou wouldeſt 
make thy ſtrength perfect in our weaknef;, 
Lord, help us to keep our hearts with 
all diligence, and to exerciſe a conſtant 


watch over ourſelves, that we may guard 


againſt the irregular motions of our ap- 
petites and paſſions, and may keep them 
within proper bounds. Cleanſe us, we 
beſeech thee, from all filthineſs of fleth 
and ſpirit, and let no iniquity have do— 
minion over us. 

Deliver us from an inordinate love to 
t11s preſent world, and let us not place 
our portion or happineſs here on earth, 
but ſeek the things which are above, 
where Chriſt now ſitteth at the right 
hand of God, May we live and walk by 

faith, 
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faith, and grant that our whole temper 
and conduct may be ſuited to our high 
and heavenly hopes, and to the great and 
glorious things we have in view, 

Having our hearts habitually poſſeſſed 
with holy affections and diſpoſitions to- 
wards thee our God, let us live, from day 


to day, in thy fear and love, in an unre- 


ſerved ſubmiſſion to thy authority, and 
reſignation to thy will, and in a firm de- 
pendance on thy wiſdom and goodneſs, 
and all- ſufficiency. 

And let us ſhew our regard to thee, 
not only in immediate acts of piety and 
devotion, but by a diligent and faithful 
diſcharge of the duties incumbent upon 
vs in the ſeveral tations and relations in 
which thy providence hath placed us. 
Make us careful to render unto all their 
dues, and to provide things honeſt in the 
fight of all men. And grant that in our 
ceneral conduct, we may act under the 
influence of that wiſdom, which is from 
above; which is firſt pure, and then 
peaceable, gentle, and eaſy to be in- 
treated, full of mercy and of good fruits, 
without partiality, and without hypocri- 
ty, Let us not take up with low attain» 
ments, but be {till going on towards 

perfection; 
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perfection; aſpiring with earneſt deſires 
after a nearer conformity to thee our 
heavenly father, in thy moſt amiable 


moral excellencies: and to thy well- 


beloved Son Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, the 
unſpotted image of thy own goodneſs 
and purity, May we be thus rendered 
daily more and more meet for the inhe- 
ritance of the ſaints in light, where we 
hope to behold thy face in righteouſneſs, 
and to be eternally ſatisfied, with thy 
likeneſs, 

We would ofter up our prayers and 
ſupplications unto thee, not only for our- 
ſelves, but for the whole human race. 
Let the nations every where be brought 
to the hearty belief and acknowledgment 
of thee, the only true Gcd; and of Je- 
ſus Chriſt, whom thou haſt ſent, 

And ſince thou, haſt been graciouſly 
pleaſed to viſit us in theſe lands with the 


light of thy glorious goſpel, Lord, help 


us to make a right uſe and unprovement 
of our happy advantages, 

Bleſs thoſe in authority over us, ſupreme 
and ſubordinate ; and grant that, in their 
ſeveral ſtations, they may promote the 
honour of thy name, and the public or- 


der and welfare. 
Look 
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Look in mercy upon the ſick and the 
afflicted; provide for the poor; and com- 


fort the feeble- minded; and cauſe all 
things to work together for good to them 


that love thy name. Let us of this fa- 
mily dwell together in unity: and help 
us to exerciſe ourſelves with chear fulneſs 
and diligence, in the duties of our ſe- 
veral worldly employments, doing every 
thing we do as in thy fight, and in a 
{ſubordination to thy glory, Grant us, 
good Lord, ſuch a portion of the things 
of this preſent world, as thou ſeeſt to 
be really beſt for us: and, we beſeech 
thee ſo to order our outward condition 
and circumſtances here on earth, as that 
we may be fitted whenever thou ſhalt 
call us hence, for an abundant entrance 
into the everlaſting kingdom of our Lord 
and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, In whoſe name 
we offer up all our prayers, and through 
whom we would aſcribe to thy divine 
and moſt excellent Majeſly, all honour 
and glory, thankſgiving and praiſe, both 
now and evermore. Amen. 
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LESSED and glorious God, the 
high and lofty one, that inhabiteſt 
eternity ! it is a condeſcenfion in thee to 
regard the Hallelujahs of angels. But 
thou haſt been pleaſed to repreſent thyſelf 
to us as on a throne of grace, to which 
we may draw near with a humble bold. 
neſs, that we may obtain mercy, and 
may find grace to help us in the time of 


Our need. 


And for our farther encouragement, 
thou haſt appointed thy own Sun to be 
our great mediator and advocate. In 
his name therefore, and in a humble de- 


pendance on thy ſovereign and fatherly 


goodneſs, we are now at thy footſtool, 
earneſtly imploring thy pardoning mercy, 
and the ſanctifying grace of thy hol 
ſpirit. Lord, we beſeech thee, to be 
merciful unto our unrighteoutnels, and 
our fins and iniquities remember againli 
us no more. They are many in number, 
and attended with hainous aggravations 
But they are not too many, nor too great, 
for infinite mercy to forgive. But keep 


us, gracious God, from ike thy grace 
an 
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and goodneſs. The more ready thou art 
to forgive, the more we are aſhamed that 
we have been ſo forward to offend. We 
deſire, from our hearts, to approve the 
terms of mercy and ſalvation propoſed 
to us in the Goſpel: and we implore 
the aſſiſtance of thy ſpirit, that we may 
de enabled to fulfil them, and to walk 
anſwerably to the obligations of thy co- 
venant. Lord, ſhine into our ſouls with 
thy quickening transforming light, that 
we may be filled with the knowledge of 
thy will in all wiſdom and ſpiritual un- 
dertaking, and may be enabled to dif- 
cern the things that are excellent. Sanc- 
tity us by thy truth ; thy word is truth, 
Grant that our faith may grow exceed- 
ingly; and let it purify our hearts, and 
work by love, and be productive of fin- 
cere univerſal obedience. May our fouks 
be habitually poſſeſſed-with an awful ve- 
neration of thy divine majeſty, and with 
a thankful admiration of thy infinite 
goodneſs; and let us be formed to a 
chearful and entire ſubmiſſion to thy au- 
thority, and reſignation to thy will in all 
things. May we maintain a conſtant ſenſe 
of thy preſence with us, and inſpection 
over us, and daily act as becometh thoſe 

that 
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that are accountable for their whole con. 
duct to thee the ſupreme governor and 
Judge. 

As we are bleſſed with the glorious 
light of the goſpel, let us walk as chil. 
dren of the light, and feel the mighty 
power and influence of the goſpel doc. 
trines and motives. upon our hearts and 
lives. Let us do juſtly, that love mercy, 
and grant that we may be ſober and tem- 
perate in all things, chaſte and pure, as 
becometh thoſe, whoſe bodies, as well as 
ſouls, are the temples of the Holy Ghoſt, 
And fince it hath pleaſed thee to honour 
us with the dignity and privileges of the 


ſons of God, let us be followers of thee 


as dear children, that we may be, in our 
meaſure and degree, holy as thou art 
holy, and perfect as our father who is in 
heaven is perfect. — 

Inſpire our ſouls, we beſeech thee, with 
a love of purity and virtue, and with : 
ſteady abhorrence and deteſtation of all 
vice and wickedneſs. Let no pleaſures ot 
ſin entice us, no worldly advantages bribe 
us to do any thing which is contrary to 
thy holy will and law, and which out 
own. conſciences diſapprove. | 


Forget: 
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Forgetting the things which are be- 
hind, and reaching forth unto the things 
which are before, we would preſs to- 
wards the mark, for the prize of the high 
calling of God, which is in Chriſt Jeſus 
our Lord; that in due time we may at- 
tend to a glorious reſurrection, and to that 
bleſſed ſtate of perfect goodneſs and _ 
ty in thy heavenly kingdom. 

O thou, who wouldeſt have all men to 
be ſaved, and to come to the knowledge 
of the truth, order things ſo in thy wiſe 
and kind providence, that the truth, as it 
is in Jeſus, may be known and received 
among all nations. 

Revive the power of godlineſs in theſe 
lands, and Jet us be a people zealous of 
good works, ſhewing forth the praiſes and 
virtues of him that hath called us out of 
darkneſs into his marvellous light. 

Uphold thy ſervant our king with the 
ſaving ſtrength of thy right hand ; and 
let hin make thy glory, and the oood of 
the people committed to his charge, the 
great end of his adminiſtrations. And 

may inferior rulers and magiſtrates be 
juſt, ruling in the fear of God. 

Let thy bleſſing, O Lord! be upon all 
orders and degrees of men ; and, in a 


N 4 particular 
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particular manner upon thoſe, for whom 
we are eſpecially concerned. We beſeech 
thee to provide, in thy great mercy, for 
the poor and needy ; and comfort the af. 
flicted and diſconſolate. 

And do thou, our moſt gracious bene- 
factor, accept our thankful acknowledg- 
ments for the repeated inſtances of thy 
favour, and loving kindneſs towards us. 
We bleſs thee for thy conſtant preſerva- 
tion of us, and for the daily benefits of 
thy bountiful providence ; for the provi- 
ſion thou haſt made for our ſubſiſtence 
and ſupport in this preſent world ; and for 
the means of ſpiritual improvement which 
are put into our hands; and for the glori- 
ous and ſublime hopes we are raiſed unto 
by the goſpel. 

We would particularly acknowledge 
thy goodneſs to us, and watchful care 
over us, throughout the day paſt. And 
we beſeech thee graciouſly to overlook our 
failures and infirmities, and whatſoever 
hath been amiſs in us, in thought, word, 
and deed. 

We would now humbly put our per- 
ſons and dwellings under thy merciful 
protection, that we may be freed from 


the terror by night, from every evil acci- 
dent, 
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om dent, and from the attemps of violent 
ech men; and let us be fo refreſhed and 
for ſtrengthened by thy gift of fleep, that 
af. MW we may riſe with renewed alacrity to the 
duties and ſervices of the following day. 
ene · And grant, that when we have finiſh- 
do- WM cd the day of life, we may have hope in 
thy our death: and may in that time, which 


us. WW chall ſeein moſt fit to thy infinite wiſdom” 


rva- Wand goodneſs, riſe to glory and immor- 
s of ality through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, wha 
ovi- Wis the reſurrection and the life. 

ence And row unto him, that is able to 
for keep us flom falling, and to preſent us 
hich Nfaltleſs before the preſence of his glory 
lori- wich excecding joy; to the only wile 
God our Saviour, be glory, and majeſty, 
dominion and power, both now and ever, 
Amen, 


Aud Ness 


A Prayer for WRDNESDAV Morning. 


"ord, 

| OST blefled God! in thee we live 
Hen and move and have our being. Up- 
cifu 


n thee we are abſolutely dependent for 
rom Wife and breath, and all things, Thou 
accli- makeſt 
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received innumerable favours from thee, 


$9} A Prayer for 
makeſt the outgoings of the morning fl i 
and evening to rejoice. 10 


We bleſs thy holy name that thou haſt Ml ce 
preſerved us during the darkneſs and m 
ſilence of the night paſt, and that we to 
awake in peace and ſafety. a 

We blels thee for the continued uſe of MW ui 
reaſon, and of our active powers; and be 
that, by the favour of thy providence, I pri 
we have the conveniences and comforts Ge 
of life about us; and above all, for the pi 
opportunity and encouragement we have] bet 
to purſue after the true ends and purpoſes I {ui 
of our being. We would begin this the 
day with renewing upon our minds the of 
ſenſe of the obligations we are under to V 
ſerve and obey thee in the whole c urſe the 
of our lives. We are thy creatures, and exp 
proſeſs ourſelves to be the voluntary ſub-I wilt 
jects of thy goveroment. We have been mai 
the conſtant beneficiaries of thy provi-· ¶ icct 
dence, And notwithſtanding our great prin 
unworthineſs and manifold fins, we have we 


We acknowledge, that 'thy ſervice 1s 
the moſt perfe& liberty; and that thy 
laws are the dictates of the greateſt good- 
neſs as well as wiſdom, intended to make 


the ſubjects of thy kingdom happy; 1 
that 
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ning that in keeping them there is great re- 
ward. It becometh us, therefore, to 

haſt MW rejoice, that we are under thy govern- 
and MW ment, and with the greateſt chearfulneſs 
we fl to ſerve thee, And may we ever retain 
a deep ſenſe of the obligations we are 

ſe of M under, as the redeemed of the Lord, as 
and being not our own, but bought with a 
nce, price, that we might be the ſervants of 
forts M God, and glorify him in our bodies and 
the ſpirits, which are the Lord's. Affiſt, we 
have beteech thee, our endeavours to act a part 
poſes I ſuitable to theſe obligations; and in all 
this the tranſactions and the whole conduct 

s the of life, to ſet thee before us. Thou, 
er to O Lord! knoweſt our weakneſſes, and 
- zurſeſl the many temptations to which we are 
„and expoſed, We earneſtly pray, that thou 
ſub- wilt deliver us from evil, and let the 
been maintaining of our integrity be the ſub- 
Provi- ject of our own conſtant attention and 
great] principal care. Eſpceially we pray that 
have we may be preſerved from the fins which 
thee, more eafily beſet us, and by which we 
ice is have been in time paſt enſnared. Let 
it tu our thoughts, our words, and actions, 
good- this day, be fo directed and guarded 
 makeſ} that we may give way to nothing which 
; and thould break in upon the peace of our 
that E conſciences, 
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conſciences, and the tranquility of our 
minds. And do thou help us in our ſeve- 
ral ſtations to do our duty with fince- 
rity, and all the affairs of life to a& 
a conſcientious and upright part; doing 
whatſoever is in our power to promote 
the intereſt and well-being of our fel- 
low creatures, and carefully abſtaining 
from every thing which might be inju- 
rious to them in word or deed, Let us 
ever maintain that good-will, meeknefs, 
and humbleneſs of mind, which are fo 
neceſſary to our own peace, and to make 
us uſeful in ſociety, and procure us fa- 
vour with God and man. 

We beleech thee to proſper the labours 
of our hands this day, and to give us 
good ſucceis, We are ſenſible, that this 
depends upon thy favour, and that with- 
out thy countenance our own endeavours 
will be fiuitleſs and vain. Upon thee, 
therefore, and thy good providence, we 
rely. But let us ever be prepared to bear 
any diſappointments we may meet with 
in our expectations and endeavours with 


ſuch a temper as becometh thoſe who 


believe in thee, and who regard thine 
hand in all things; ſubmitting without 
murmuring to thy holy will, and ac- 
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counting what thou art pleaſed to appoint, 
the fitteſt and beſt, And while we make 
it our ſtudy to do our own duty with fin- 
cerity and diligence, let us ever, with 
peaceful minds, and full reſignation, 
leave all iſſues and events to thy diſpo- 
al. What events ſhall befall us this 
day, we know not: thou haſt in wiſ- 
dom, and in great goodneſs, concealed 
from us what 1s future, But we earneſt- 
ly pray, that thou, who knoweſt all 
things, mayeſt prepare us for whatever 
hall come to paſs, and fo order all 
things, that they may work together for 
our good. To enumerable evils our frail 
lives, and our preſent uncertain ſtate, are 
daily expoſed, Save us from them, good 
God, or make them gain and advantage 
tous. And may we at all times enjoy 
ourſelves in peace and tranquility as be- 
ing under the gracious care of thy holy 
providence. To thee we pray, that this 
day, and all the days of our lives, thou 
wilt give us our daily bread, and beſtow 
on us ſuch a portion of the goods of this 
world, as thou knoweſt to be neceſſaty 
jor our ſuſtenance, and convenient for 
us. And may we ever be content with 

E 2 what 
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what art thou pleaſed to give, and ever 
improve it in the beſt manner. 

Save us from covetouſneſs, from a 
worldly mind, from envy at the ſuperior 


ſtations and larger poſſeſſions of others: 


and may it be our principal care and 
ſtudy to be rich in good works, and lay 
up a good foundation againſt the time to 
— that we may lay hold on eternal 
life 

We do, with much regret, reflect up- 
on the many errors and faults of our paſt 
lives, the many inſtances in which we 
have been negligent of our duty, and 
broken thy laws : and humbly beſeech 
thee, through Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour, 
to forgive us our fins, profeſſing before 
thee our fixed purpoſe of Keeping our- 
ſelves, for the ſuture, from all iniquity ; 
and praying that, by thy grace, we may 
be effectually preſerved from it. Let not 
dur days be ſpent in vanity : ſtrengthen 
us in thy law, and let innocence and 
uſefulneſs adorn our lives. 

And as we have no aſſurance of the 
continuance of life, and this may be out 
laſt day upon earth, help us to improve 
it well. And, in all the occupations, 
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tain ſuch a temper and behaviour, as may 
give us peace of mind, ſhouldſt thou, 
this day, give the command for our re- 
moval from this world. O! may we 
never be found unprovided for ſuch an 
event. We commit ourſelves to thee, 
heavenly Father, and to the care of thy 
gracious providence, and beſeech thee to 
care for us. And accept of our humble 


prayers and thankſgiving in Jeſus Chriſt 


our Lord. To thy moſt bleſſed Majeſty 
be praiſe, honour, and glory, for ever. 
Amen. 


LEGAL ALILELILELAGEER 


A Prayer for WeDxesDaAy Evening. 
M OST gracions God! we bow 


our knees before thee in religious 
worſhip, and adore thy ſupreme Majeſ- 
ty, in ſolemn teſtimony of our faith of 
thy being, and that the whole world is 
governed by thy providence : and in teſ- 
timony of our dependance upon thee, 
of our voluntary tub»2tion to thy go- 
vernment, and our perſuaſion, that thou, 
O Lord! art near to them who call upon 
thee in truth, and wilt fulfil the deſires 
2 of 
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of their hearts. And as we are daily re. 
ceiving favours and bleflings from thy 
bountiful hand, ſo we defire to record 
thy goodneſs to us with the utmoſt gra- 
titude. Thou haſt cared for us from 
the beginning : by the continued merci- 
ful viſitation of thy providence our ſouls 
have been held in life, and to thee alone 
we owe all our enjoyment of it, 

We bleſs thy name particularly, for 
the mercies of this day ; for the preſer- 
vation of our lives from the many diſor- 
ders and hurtful accidents, to which they 
are expoſed ;. for the bread we eat, and 
the raiment we put on ; for the peace and 
tranquility, in which we live; and cſpe- 
cnlly for any opportunity or capacity we 
have of doing good to ourſelves or others, 
and of acting any part, in concurrence 
with thy providence, in ſerving the great 


deſigns of thy wiſdom and goodneſs, All 


the happineſs, and all the uſefulneſs of 


our lives we owe to thee, our God; and 
to thy mercy and loving-kindneſs we 
aſcribe it, that we are not burthens to 
ourſelves, or to one another, 

We acknowledge, with a deep ſenſe of 
our own unwgthineſs and ghilt, that it 


is not after the manner of man, that thou 
haſt 
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pily 
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haſt dealt with us ; and that, while we 
have been liable to thy juſt indignation, 
thou halt manifcited great goodneſs and 
bounty to us. The greateſt ſeverities we 
have met with in the courſe of thy pro- 
vidence have been attended with ſignal 
inſtances of thy mercy and compaſſion: 
thou haſt puniſhed us leſs than our ini- 
quities have deſerved ; and multiplied thy 
tavours to us in ſuch a manner, as de- 
mandeth the utmoſt returns of our grati- 
tude. And as we are ſenſible that we 
are the monuments of thy grace and be- 
nignity in innumerable moſt conſpicuous 
inſtances, ſo we have reaſon to believe, 
that to thine inviſible hand we owe many 
eſcapes from evil, and many advantages, 
which cannot fall under our own notice, 
or come to our knowledge ; that at home 
and abroad, awake or afleep, in every 
place and circumſtance, our ſafety is 
owing to thy conſtant protection. Let 
thy goodneſs, O Lord! lead us to repent- 
ance, and engage our hearts to thee, 
and to a chearful obedience to thy laws. 
And may every inclination in us, offen- 
five in thy fight, and which tendeth to 
rebellion againſt thine authority, be hap- 


pily ſuppreſſed : that, with fall conſent 
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of ſoul, we may run the way of thy 
commandments. Regarding thee as our 
tather, and eternal unchangeable friend, 
upon whom we are abſolutely depend- 
ent, may we, with joy and ſatisfaction, 
do thy will in all things. And by daily 
progreſs in virtue and holineſs, let our 
confidence towards thee be eſtabliſhed, 
and our title, according to thy gracious 
declatations and promiles, to thy favour, 
more and more confirmed, 

As thou haſt brought us to the evening 
of this day in ſafety, ſo we beg thou wilt 
continue us under thy care and protection 
throughout this night, Let no plague 
come near our dwelling, nor evil befal 
us. While we are utterly inſenſible of 
the danger that may be near us, let thine 
eye, which never ſlumbereth, be upon 
us for good, and thine almighty power 
be our defence, Grant us healthful and 
refreſhing ſleep, that we may riſe up in 
the morning fitted for the ſervices of our 
ſeveral ſtations, and al] the duties to 
which we may be called. We would 
lay us down in peace, relying upon thee, 
who alone makeſt us to dwell in ſafety : 
and would caſt all our cares upon thee, 


who careſt for us. But as we know not 
what 
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what a day or a night may bring forth, 
and have no aſſurance that our eyes ſhall 
ſee the light of day upon earth any more, 
ſo we humbly depend upon thine infinite 
mercy, that, if this ſhould be our laſt 
night in this world, thou wilt receive us 
into that ſtate and world, where day is 
everlaſting. 

Blefled be thy name, who haſt given 
thy ſervants ſo glorious a proipect ! Bleſſed 
be thy name, for any hopes we have 
of being, in thy good time, received to 
this happy ttate! O! may it be our 
care, fo to improve the time allowed us 
Ji this world, and may we be fo ſtedfaſt 
and diligent in the work of the Land 
and of our own ſalvation, that theſe ble ſ- 
ied hopes may be enlarged and ſtrength- 
ened ! forbid it, that any» of us ſhould 
walk in darkneſs, fo that death ſhould 
overtake us unawares and unprovided | 
as we profeſs to be the children of the 
light, and of the day, ſo let us ever watch, 
and be ſober ; carefully cultivating thoſe 
diſpoſitions and affectious of foul, and pur- 
ſuing that courſe of life, in which the 
only. true preparation for death conſi ſteth. 
O! may we attain to, and be found in, 


E 5 that 


68. A Prayer for 
that ſtate and temper, which will aſſure 


our hearts before thee ! 


And, moſt gracious God, whatever de- 
fects in our obedience, whatever faults 
and failings we are chargeable with this 
day ; in whatever inſtances our temper 
or behaviour have been diſpleaſing to 
thee ; we earneſtly beſeech thee to forgive 
us, for thy mercies fake in Chriſt Jeſus 
our Saviour, In many things we offend 
all daily, and come ſhort of thy glory, 
Impute not iniquity to us, O Lord ! nor 
hide thy face from us. And if thou hait 
ſeen us in ſincere intentions and endea- 
yours to ſerve thee, and the great pur- 
poſes of life, though attended with much 
infirmity, we pray thou wilt accept of 
us; and grant us that peace, which the 
world cannot give ; the peace of God, 


which paſſeth all underſtanding, to keep 


our hearts and minds through Chriit 
Jeſus, 


Now to the King eternal, immortal, 


inviſible, the only wiſe God, be glory and 


dominion, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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LESSED be thou, O Lord! who 


upholdeſt the frame of nature, and 


cauſeſt the ordinances of heaven to ob- 
ſerve thy appointment. The night is 
thine, the day alſo is thine, thou haſt 
prepared the light and the ſun. We 
thank thee for thoſe interchanges of night 
and day, which in thy wiſdom thou haſt 
appointed for the reſt and refreſhment of 
our bodies, and for carrying on the af- 
fairs and purpoſes of life. We thank 
thee that there is peace and tranquility in 
the country where we live, ſo that we 
can lay down and ariſe, and there is none 
to make us afraid, And that this laſt 
night we have ſlept ſecure under the ſha- 
dow of thy wings, and are brought in 
ſafety to the beginning of another day, 
May we employ this day and all the 
days of our lives in thy ſervice, and to 
thy glory. And may that ſame good 


- providence, by which we have been hi- 


therto {upported and upheld, continue to 
watch over us for good, and to crown 
our honeſt labours and endeavours with 


ſucceſs. 
We 
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We would humbly commit ourſelves 
this day, with all who belong to us, and 
all our affairs and concerns, to thy care 


and keeping, to thy conduct and bleſſing. 
Receive us, we beſeech thee, into thy 


Eracious protection, and charge thy good | 


providence with us; defend us from all 
evils and dangers, if it be thy will; but 
eſpecially we pray thee to ſecure us, by 
thy grace, againſt the ſnares and temp- 
tations to which we are daily expoſed. 
Keep us in thy fear all the day long, and 
let us learn to live and act under a ſenſe 
of thy preſence with us and inſpection 
over us; that ſceing thee before us in all 
that we do, we may ſtudy truth and ſin- 
cerity in the inward parts, and approve 
ourſclves in well doing to thine all-tgeing 

eye. 
"Bo thou near to us in all that we call 
upon thee for; let thine eyes be upon us 
for good, and thine ears open to our 
prayers, Give us ſuch a meaſure of 
health, and other temporal bleſſinge, as 
in thy wiſdom thou knoweſt to be belt 
and molt expedient for us, and moſt con- 
ducive to our true good. And vouch- 
ſaſe us eſpecially the aſſiſtance and guid- 
ance of thy holy ſpirit through the whole 
courſe 
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courſe of our pilgrimage in this world, 
that our lives may be holy and uſeful, 
pious, and innocent; that our latter end 
may be peace, and our future eternal 
ſtate may be happy and glorious. 

Forgive us in thy great mercy all our 
paſt offences, and wherein ſoever we have 


tranſgreſſed any of thy holy and righ- 


teous laws, either in our thoughts, our 


words, or our actions; either in having 


done what is evil; or omitted or neglected, 


or careleſly performed, what is good. 
Forgive us, we beſeech thee, upon the 
terms of thy Son's goſpel, to which we 
agree with all our hearts; and enable us, 
by thy grace, to bring forth fruits meet 
for repentance : by carefully abſtaining 
from every thing that is evil, and daily 
improving in all goodneſs and righteout- 
neſs and truth. 

This our morning ſacrifiee we humbly 
oiter up to thy divine Majeſty, in the 
name and as the diſciples of thy well- 
beloved Son Jeſus Chriſt the righteous, 
whole we are, and whom we ſerve, and 
in whom we defire ever to be found, li- 
ving and dying. In the comprehenſive 
words that he hath taught us, we con- 

a tinue 


833 4 


A : —_ 
2 . 2 


72 A Prayer for 


tinue to pray for ourſelves, and all man- 
kind. 


UR Father, who art in Heaven. 

Hallowed be thy name. Thy 
Kingdom come. Thy will be done in 
Earth, as it is in Heaven. Give us, this 
day, our daily bread, and forgive us our 
treſpaſſes, as we forgive them that treſ- 
paſs againſt us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the Kingdom, and the Pow- 


O 
er, and the Glory, for ever and ever. 


Amen. 
n nnn nennen 


A Prayer for ThURS DAV Evening. 
WALMIGH T God, the great 


creator and gracious preſerver, the 

wiſe and righteous governor of the world, 
and the impartial judge of angels and 
men ! we humbly bow ourſelves before 
thee, in the name of thy Son Jeſus 
Chriſt, to worſhip thy divine maſeſty 
with reverence and godly fear; and by 
prayer and ſupplication with thankſgi- 
ving to offer up our requeſts unto thee, 
who art the hearer of praycr, and rich 
in 


; 
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in mercy to all who call upon thee in 
truth. 

We thank thee. for thy goodneſs and 
loving kindneſs to us, and to the whole 
world of thy creatures, Thou art kind 
and good unto all, and thy tender mer- 
cies are over all thy works, 

We thank thee for our creation and 
preſervation, and all the good things 
of this life, which thou haſt been 
pleaſed to beſtow upon us, to render our 
thort abode in this world,” and our paſ- 
ſage through it, the more eaſy and toler- 
able. 

We thank thee for our rational and 
moral powers, and for all thoſe noble 
taculties and affections, which thou haſt 
implanted in our nature, whereby we are 
capable of reſembling thee in thy moral 
per fections, and of riſing to high degrees 
of happineſs in another ſtate. 

And we would, in a particular manner, 
bleſs thee, and celebrate thy praiſes, for 
thy great and unſpeakable love in ſend- 
ing thy ſon into the world, to declare to 
us the certainty of a future ſtate of re- 
wards and puniſhment ; to publiſh to us 
plainly the terms of thy forgiveneſs and 
favour; and to inſtruct us in the true 

= religion, 
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religion, and in all the particulars of our 
duty. We rejoice, that he came into the 
world, not to be miniſtered unto, but to 
miniſter, and to give his life a ranſom for 
many, that he might ſeal thy promiſes 
with his blood, and confirm them farther 
by his reſurrection from the dead, his aſ- 
cenſion on high; and the coming of the 
Holy Ghoſt. 

Bleſfed be God, that the joyful found 
of this goſpel 1s heard in our land, and 
we walk in the light of thy countenance, 
O!] let not any of us receive thy grace 
in vain, or deſpiſe and neglect this great 
falvation : but while the ſeaſon and op- 
portunity of acting is continued with us, 
let us hear ken to thy voice, and embrack 
the offers of the goſpel, left our hearts 
be hardened through the deceitfulneſs of 
fin. 

We confefs, O Lord! that we are not 
worthy of the leaſt of thefe mercies, or 
the leaſt of that truth and goodneſs thou 
haſt made known to thy ſervants. We 
have not rendered unto the2 according te 
the benefits thou haſt beſtowed on us; 
nor made that improvement of our pri- 
vileges and advantages, that we ought to 


have done, nor that progreſs in holineſs 
and 
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and virtue, that might reaſonably have 
been expected of us. We have, ih ma- 
ny inſtances, offended againſt thy holy 
laws, by doing thoſe things which thou 
haſt forbidden, which are contrary to thy 
nature and will, and tend to our own 
hurt and miſery ; and by omitting, or 
careleſly performing thoſe things which 
thou haſt commanded, which are agree- 
able to thy moral perfections, and tend 
to perfe our natures in what is good and 
excellent, and prepare us for our true and 
proper happineſs hereafrer. We acknow- 
ledge our tranſgreſſions, O Lord! and our 
fins are ever before us. We know that 
we have ſinned, and perverted that which 
is right; and we take to ourſelves ſhame 
and confuſion of face, becauſe we have 
ſinned againſt thee. 

We have no other hope or confidence 
but in thy goodneſs and mercy, which 
thou haſt declared unto mankind by 
Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, We come unto 
thee in his name, and draw near to thee 
as his diſciples, and upon the terms of 
his goſpel, to which we ſincerely conſent. 
We humbly beſeech thee, to forgive us 
our fins, and cleanſe us from all unrigh- 
teouſneſs; and enable us by thy grace to 

bring 
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bring forth fruits meet for repentance, to 
walk before thee in newneſs of life, and 
ſo to form the iemper of our minds, and 
order the courſe of our converſation, as 
becomes that pure and holy goſpel we 
profeſs to believe; that denying all un- 
godlineſs and worldly luſts, we may live 
ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in this pre- 
ſent world, and hereafter be admitted to 
partake of that glory and happinct;, 
which thou haſt prepared for the faith- 
ful diſciples of thy Son. 

To this end we pray thee to vouchſafe 
us, according to thy gracious promiſe, 
the aſſiſtance and conduct of thy holy 
ſpirit, _to help us againſt our manifold 
infirmities, and eſpecially the ſins that 
moſt eaſily beſet us; to deliver us from 
the power of evil habits, and all inordi- 
nate appetites and paſſions , and to ſanc- 
tify us thoroughly and wholy in ſpirit, 
foul, and body; that being renewed in 
the whole man after thy bleſſed image, 
we may be daily dying unto fin, and 
living unto righteouſneſs, and continually 
going on to farther and higher degrees of 
all holineſs and virtue. 

And while it ſhall pleaſe thee to con- 


tinue us in this world, we pray that from 
thy 


thy bountiful providence we may receive, 
from time to time, a competent portion 
of the neceſſaries and conveniznces of life, 
and enjoy thy bleſſing with them, which 
alone maketh rich. And may we learn 
in whatever ſtate we are, therewith to 
be content, and in all caſes and events 
to obſerve thy fatherly hand; to reve- 
rence and adore thy providence, to be en- 
tirely reſigned to thy diſpoſal, and to 
maintain a conſtant and ſteady depend- 
ance on thy wiſdom, thy goodneſs, and 
thy power. And do thou perfect what 
concerneth'us and ours, and all thy peo- 
ple, and make all things work together for 
our good. Be our God, our guide, and 
our governor, even unto death; be our 
comfort and ſupport in our dying hour ; 
and our everlaſting portion and happineſs 
in the future ſtate. 

With us remember in mercy all we are 
bound to pray for. Continue the care 
of thy providence over the whole world, 
and diſpenſe the bleſſings of thy good- 
nels to all men every where, Bleſs thy 
church and choſen people : enlarge the 
borders of our Saviour's kingdom : let 
the truth, as it is in Jeſus, prevail; may it 
be received in the love of it, and have a 
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proper influence upon the hearts and lives 
of all who profeſs it. | 

Purge thy church of every thing that 
oftends; and may all, who name the 
name of Chriſt, depart from iniquity and 
idolatry, and live ſuitably to their holy 
profeſſion, : 

Be favourable to theſe lands wherein 
we live, and let righteouſneſs and peace 
flouriſh and abound amongſt us. Bleſs 
and direct all thoſe who are ſet in autho- 
rity over us in civil affairs, whether ſu- 
preme or ſubordinate, and may they rule 
in thy fear, as knowing they muſt give 
an account. Continue with us, if it be 
thy will, the kindly fruits of the earth 
in their ſeaſon, and may we receive the 
bleſſings of thy providence with thank- 
ful and contented minds, and uſe them 
with temperance, moderation and cha- 
rity. Have mercy on thoſe, who labour 
under any kind of affliction, trouble, or 
diſtreſfs; whether in mind, body or 
eſtate, and do them good as their various 
caſes and neceſſities may require. 

Be gracious to us in this family. Bleſs 
us with health both in mind and body. 
And O! that there may be ſuch hearts 


in all of us, that we may fear thee, and 
love 
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love thee, and keep all thy command- 
ments always, that it may be well with 
us both here and hereafter, 

And now, O Lord! we praiſe . and 
bleſs thy holy name, for thy protection 
over us throughout this day, and that by 
the good hand upon us, we are ſafely 
brought to the concluſion of it. We 
bleſs hee, that no evils have befallen us, 
nor any plague come nigh our dwelling : 
and that no fad or fatal accidents have 
overtaken any of us. Lord, impute not 
to us any of the failings or infirmities that 
may have attended us this day: merci- 
fully overlook whatever thou has ſcen 
amiſs in any part of our conduct. Grant 
us pardon and peace upon the terms of 
the goſpel, and let us be accepted in tne 
beloved, and find favour in thy ſight. 

May it pleaſe thee to continue thy kind 
protection over us throughout the night. 
Take care of us, O Lord! when we can- 
not ſo much as attend to our own preſer- 
—_— or be ſenſible of any danger we 

may be expoſed to. And after a quiet 
and refreſhing reſt, let us be fafely 
brought to the beginning of another 
day, fitted and diſpoſed for the duties 
and events of it. Hear our prayers, we 

humbly 
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humbly beſeech thee, and accept of us 
in Jeſus Chriſt our bleſſed mediator and 


moſt merciful redeemer: in whoſe words 
we further pray for ourſelves and for all 
mankind, 


UR Father, who art in Heaven, 

Hullowed be thy name. Thy 
Kingdom come. Thy will be done in 
Earth, as it is in Heaven, Give us, this 
day, our daily bread, and forgive us our 
treſpaſſes, as we forgive them that treſ- 
paſs againſt us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the Kingdom, and the Pow- 
er, and the Glory, for ever and ever, 


Amen. 
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LORD, our heavenly father, al- 
mighty and everlaſting God! by 
whoſe good providence we have been 
brought into this world, and hitherto 
ſupported and upheld: and now this 


laſt night (bleſſed be thy goodnets !) have 
been mercifully protected from all dan- 


gers, have reſted and been-refreſhed, and 
are 
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are ſafely brought to the beginning of 
another day. We thank thee for this, 
and all the reſt of thy mercies, which 
thou haſt beſtowed upon us with a kind 
and bountiful hand, and eſpecially for 
thy tinzular love to us in the Lord Jeſus, 
and all the advantages and privileges we 
enjoy by the chriſtian revelation. Grant, 
we beſeech thee, O Lord! that we may 
chearfully endeavour to walk worthy of 
the vocation wherewith we are called, 
and adorn the doctrine of God our Sa- 
viour in all things. And do thou gra- 
ciouſly forgive us all the paſt errors and 
tranſgreſſions of our lives, and wherein- 
ſever we have oftended againſt thy holy 
laws, or have failed or come ſhort in the 
performance of our duty, and the per- 
fecting ourſelves in all virtue, help us by 
thy grace, to amend our doings which 
have not been good, and to reform our 
hearts and lives according to thy holy 
word: and let us be every day growing 
better, increaſing and abounding in all 
the chriſtian virtues, and conſtantly go- 
ng on to perfection. 

And as thou halt been pleaſed to 
bring us ſafely to the beginning of this 
day; ſo we beſcech thee, O Lord! to 

defend 
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defend us in the ſame by thy mighty 
power; and grant, that we may fall in. 
to no ſin, neither run into any kind of 
dangers: but let us be always under the 
care and government of thy wiſe and 
good providence, and the conduct and 
influence of thy holy ſpirit, that we may 
be continually inclined and enabled to do 
thoſe things that are agreeable to thy 
will, and righteous and acceptable in thy 
ſight. : 
Be with us this day in all places, and 
upon all occaſions. Direct us in all our 
ways. 
the deſtroyer, and lead us in the way to 


everlaſting life and happineſs. 


Preſerve us from the paths of 


Keep us 


both outwardly in our bodies, and in- 
wardly in our minds, that we may be 
defended from all evils and adverſities, 


that may 


befal the body, and all ſinful 


thoughts and affections, that may corrupt 


and defile the mind: 


and let all our 


thoughts, and words, and actions, be 
pure and holy, uſeful and edifying, as 
become the ſervants of God, and the 
diſciples of Chriſt. And whenever the 
time of our ſhort abode in this world 
ſhall come to an end, let us depart in 
peace, and reſt in hope, and, at length 
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be reſtored to the moſt perfect and hap- 
py life, by a joyful and glorious reſur- 
rection, through Jeſus Chriſt our bleſſed 
Lord and Saviour, In the full extent 
of whoſe words we continue to pray for 
ourſelves, and for all mankind. 


OR Father, who art in Heaven. 

Hallowed be thy name. Thy 
Kingdom come. Thy will be done in 
earth, as it is in Heaven. Give us, this 
day, our daily bread, and forgive us our 
treſpaſſes, as we forgive them that treſ- 


paſs againſt us. And lead us not into 


temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the Kingdom, and the Pow- 
er, and the Glory, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
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A Prayer for FRIDAY Evening, 
IN thankful acknowldgement of thy 
8 


oodneſs to us, O Lord! and in an 
humble ſenſe of our intire and conſtant 
dependance on thee, and fubjection to 
thy government, we approach thy ſacred 
preſence, to worſhip thy divine majeſty 
with reverence and humility, and to offer 
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up our evening ſacrifice in the name of M exc 
thy beloved Son Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, con 
We thank thee for all our paſt and vail 
our preſent mercies, for the comforts and 
bleſſings of this life; but eſpecially for the tud 
hopes thou haſt given us of better things, W ore: 
and a more enduring ſubſtance in the lit: M fend 
that is to come. wot 
We thank thee for that honourable M riſe 
rank we bear in the order of the creation, MW us 
Thou haſt formed us after thine own mor 
image: thou haſt endowed us with rea- ing 
ion and underſtanding, and moral dif. W that 
cernment, and many noble powers and our 
affections, whereby we are capable of our 
knowing thee, from whom we come, whe 
and of imitating thy moral perfeCtions ; revel 
of knowing the relations we ſtand in to the t 
thee as our maker and governor ; and to the \ 
one another as brethren ; as members oi V 
the great community of mankind, and fyin 
fellow- ſubjects of thy moral kingdom; that 
and the various duties that ariſe from to ſa 
thence; and whereby. we are capable of that 
attaining to high degrees of perfection 
and happineſs in another ſtate. And we 
bleſs thee, that we have the uſe of our 
ſenſes, and of our rational and moral 


powers continued with us, without which 
every 
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every thing, that might otherwiſe be a 
comfort and bleſſing to us, would be in 
rain. 

We would likewiſe expreſs our grati- 
tude, in a particular manner, for thy 
great love and goodneſs to mankind, in 
ſending thine only-begotten ſon into the 
world, to teach, and live, and die, and 
riſe again from the dead, in order to ſave 
us from our fins, and conduct us the 
more effectually to our true and everlaſt- 
ing happineſs, And we humbly adore 
that good providence, that hath ordered 
our lot, and determined the bounds of 
our habitation in a time and place, 
wherein we enjoy the benefit of divine 
revelation, and have the knowledge of 
the true God, and the true religion, and 
the way to ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt, 

We receive it, O Lord! as a faithful 
!aying, and worthy of all acceptation, 
that Jeſus Chriſt came into the world 
to ſave ſinners. And we earneſtly pray, 
that we may obtain falvation 5d re- 
demption by him. We confeſs that we 
are poor finful creatures, who have, in 
many inſtances, offended againſt thy ho- 
ly and lighteous laws, and tranſgreſſed 
the rules of virtue and true religion. 

© It And. 
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And ſhouldeſt thou be extreme to mark, 
and to puniſh whatever hath been ami; 
in our conduct, we could not ſtand be- 
fore thee, nor hope for any ſhare of thy 
favour, But that goodneſs, which is el. 
ſential to thy nature, and the declarations 
thou haſt made in the goſpel of thy Son 
Jeſus Chriſt, encourage us to hope in 


thee for mercy and forgiveneſs, In his 


blood thon haſt eſtabliſhed with us a 
moſt gracious covenant of pardon and 
acceptance, upon the moſt reaſonable 
and condeſcending terms of repentance, 
and a ſincere renewed obedience; and 
by him thou haſt invited penitent and 
returning finners to come unto thee, 
Behold, O Lord ! we come unto thee 
in his name : we draw near to thee as 
His diſciples; and, in an humble and pe- 
nitent ſenſe of our fins, we intreat thy 
favour with our whole hearts. Be mer- 
ciful to us according to thy word] O look 
thou upon us, and be merciful to us, as 
thou uſeſt to do to thoſe that love thy 
name. Grant us, we beſeech thee, ac- 
cording to thy gracious promiſe, the aſ- 
fiſtance of thy holy ſpirit, that we may 
amend our doings which have not been 


good, and correct every thing that hath 
nl 


been, 


33 / 
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been, or yet is, amiſs, either in the tem- 
per and diſpoſition of our minds, or in 
any of the actions of our lives: and 
that we may be conſtantly attaining to 


greater degrees of perfection, and a far- 


ther progreſs in the paths of holineſs and 
virtue. May we carefully endeavour to 
order our converſation in the world, and 
govern all our affections, appetites, and 
paſſions, as becomes the dignity of our 
rational and moral nature, and our holy, 
chriſtian profeſſion, and as becomes thoſe, 


who entertain the bleſſed hopes of eter- 


nal life. 

May we paſs through this world inno- 
cently and uſefully; exerciſing ourſelves 
to have always conſciences void of of- 
fence, both towards thee our God, and 
towards all men; and let us diligently 
employ our time and health, and all our 
gifts and talents, advantages and oppor- 
tunities, to the great ends and purpoſes for 


which we have been ſent into the world; 


that in our ſeveral places and ſtations we 
may glorify thee our great creator and 
ruler, and do good to men made in thine 
image, and work out our own ſalvation 
with fear and trembling. 
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And whenever thou ſhalt ſee fit to 
order our departure out of this world, 
may we bewilling and contented, in thy 
appointed time, to leave it; and let 
death be our gain and advantage when. 
ever it approaches; a paſſage from this 
preſent, imperfect and tranſitory ſtate, 
into that everlaſting ſtate of perfection 
and bliſs, which thou haſt prepared for 
all the fincere- and faithful diſciples of 
thy ſon, | 

And we heartily pray that this goſpel 
of thy kingdom, and theſe glad tidings 
of ſalvation, which ſound in our ears, 
may be communicated, in purity and 
ſimplicity, to all the inhabitants of the 
earth, and produce the fruits of goodneſs 
and righteouſneſs, of truth and peace, 
through the whole world, Purify, enlight- 
en, and reform the chriſtian churches 
every where: and may all, who profeſs 
the religion of Chriſt, live ſuitably to 
their holy profeſſion. 

Be favourable to theſe lands of Br:- 
tain and Ireland, wherein we dwell, and 
all the dominions thereto belonging. Let 
wiſdom and knowledge be the ſtability of 
our times, and righteouſneſs flow down 


as a mighty ſtream. Let peace and love, 
unity 
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0 unity and concord, true piety and all 
d, manner of virtue, flouriſh and prevail 
y among us, and make us a praiſe and a re- 
et nown in the earth; and be thou, O Lord! 
1 a wall of fire about us, and the glory in 


18 the midſt of us. 

Bleſs the civil government under which 
n we live, May thoſe who rule over us 
Ir be juſt, ruling in thy fear: and may 
of they be happily guided in their admini- 
ſtration. Direct public counſels and af- 
fairs; make our officers peace, and our 
exactors righteouſneſs, and teach our ſe- 
nators wiſdom : and may we all live in 
a faithful and dutiful ſubjection to our 
lawful magiſtrates. 

Have mercy on the ſick and afflicted ; 
e, | provide for the poor and needy ; be the 
i orphans' ſtay, the widows' judge, and the 
es ſtrangers ſhield ; and do good unto all, 
5 as their various neceſſides may require, 
to | and make all things work together for 

their good, 

By It becometh us likewiſe, O Lord! to 
1d || praiſe and bleſs thy holy name, for all 
et the good things of this life, which, in 
of thy great mercy and kindneſs, thou haſt 
Vn beſtowed upon us. We thank thee for 
e, our ſpared lives, and all the comforts of 
ty F 4 them; 
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them; for that meaſure of health we 


enjoy, with many other temporal bleſ- 
ſings which ſerve to make this life a more 
eaſy paſſage to another: and particularly, 
for the mercies of this day, to the con- 
cluſion of which thou haſt ſafely brought 
us. Graciouſly pardon and overlook 
whatever we may have done, or omit- 
ted, contrary to our reſolutions and ob- 
ligations ; and mercifully accept of our 
fincere, though weak, endeavours to do 
good, and to anſwer the deſign of our 
creation. 

May it pleaſe thee to continue thy kind 
protection over us throughout the night. 
Preſerve us and our habitation, this whole 
neighbourhood, and all who belong to 
us, from all evils and dangers, if it be 
thy will! and let us be raiſed up the 
enſuing morning, with renewed ſtrength 
and vigour, to magnify and praiſe thy 
holy name, and return to our ſeveral 
lawful affairs and employments in thy 
fear. Theſe our prayers and thank(ſgiv- 
ings we humbly offer up in the name of 
Jeſus Chriſt our bleſſed mediator, in 
whoſe words we farther pray for ourſelves 
and all mankind. 
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UR Father, who art in Heaven. 
- Hallowed be thy name. Thy 
Kingdom come. Thy will be done in 
Earth, as it is in Heaven, Give us, this 
day, our daily bread, and forgive us our 
treſpaſſes, as we forgive them that treſ- 
paſs againſt us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the Kingdom, and the Pow- 
er, and the Glory, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 


D SLRS OSS Le! OL! 
A Prayer for SATURDay Morning, 


OST gracious God, our ſove- 
reign Lord, and chiefeſt good ! 
We, who are the creatures of thy power, 
and the monuments of thy mercy, would 
with all our hearts adore and bleſs thee, 
for the many marvellous inſtances of thy 
favour and goodneſs towards us. | 
We acknowledge thy watchful care 
over us throughout the night paſt; and 
we bleſs thee for the returning light of 
this morning; and defire to devote the 
lives, which thou daily preſerveſt and re- 


neweſt, to thy glory and ſervice, We 
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i confeſs at thy footſtool, that we are ſin- ne 
| ful creatures ; and have in thought, word an 
1 and deed, tranſgreſſed that holy law, we 
i which thou haſt ſet before us, as the rule ful 


of our duty. But with deep humility, 8a 
and with the higheſt thank fulneſs, would 
we lay hold on thy offered mercy upon ſuf 
the moſt reaſonable and gracious terms bly 
of the goſpel covenant. wh 
Being juſtified freely by thy grace, let by 
as have peace with thee, through our blit 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. And let the riches fro 
of thy grace and goodneſs lead us to re- unt 
pentance, and to all proper returns of kee 
holy and grateful obedience. Create in due 
us clean hearts, O God! and renew and 
right ſpirits within us; and grant, that and 
in ſimplicity and godly fincerity, not fell 
with fleſhly wiſdom, but the grace of [ 
God, we may have -our converſation in ¶ into 
this preſent world. beh 
Lord! increaſe our faith, and let it be fupe 
a practical vital principte. And enable vene 
us to give all diligence, that we may add I :aco 
to our faith virtue; and to virtue know- EU Vern 
| ledge; and to knowledge temperance ; I our. 
and to temperance paticnce; and to pa- it t. 
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neſs charity: for if theſe things be in u 
and abound, they will make us, that 
we ſhall neither be barren, nor unfruit- 
ful in the knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 

Senſible of our own weakneſs and in- 
ſufficiency in ourſelves, we would hum- 
bly apply to thee, the God of all grace, 
who haſt called us to thy eternal glory, 
by Chriſt Jeſus, that thou wouldeſt eſta- 
bliſh, ſtrengthen, ſettle us: deliver us 
from every evil work, and preſerve us 
unto thy heavenly kingdom. Help us to 
keep all our appetites and paſſions in a 
due ſubjection to the laws of religion, 
und right reaſon: and let us, as ſtrangers 
and ſojourners in the earth, abſtain from 
icthly luſts, which war againſt the foul. 

Do thou, the father of lights, ſhine 
into our dark minds, and cauſe us to 
behold more of thy glory. And let a 
ſuperlative love to thee, and a profound 
veneration of thy infinite Majeſty and 
;ncomprehenfible perfections be the go- 
verning principles, and diſpoſitions of 
our hearts. Make us fenfible, that it is 
in thee alone, that we can be happy; 
and that all thy commandments are hol, 
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and juſt, aid good, and tend to the true 

perfection and felicity of our natures. 
May we live the life we live in the 

fleſh by the faith of thy well-beloved 


Son, who loved us, and gave himſelf for 


us, And let his love happily conſtrain 
us, that we may, henceforth, live not 
unto ourſelves, but unto him, who died 
for us, and roſe again. 

As we are now conſtituted in a ſtate 
of trial for eternity, let us be diligent in 
every part of our duty; herein exerciſing 
ourſelves, to keep conſcience void of 
offence, both towards thee our God, and 
towards our fellow creatures. Far from 
offering the leaſt injury to any, in their 
perſons, properties or reputations, let us 
be ever ready to do good, and to promote 
the happineſs of others, as well as our 
own: that we may approve ourſelves 
the faithful diſciples of a holy and bene- 
volent Saviour, 

Lord, teach us to redeem the time, 
and to improve the talents with which 


thou haſt intruſted us: and let us fo 


number our few and uncertain days, as 
to apply our hearts unto wiſdom, 

May we frequently look forwards to 
that great dav, when we muſt all ap- 
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pear at the judgment ſeat of Chriſt ; and 
let us taks heed to ourſelves, leſt at any 
time our hearts be overcharged with ſur- 
feiting, and drunkenneſs, and cares of 
this life; and ſo that day come upon us 
UNAWATES. 

We would apply ourſelves to the du- 
ties of our ſeveral callings, and employ- 
ments, as being ſenſible, that this is part 
of the work required of us in this pre- 
ſent ſtate, and that it is thy will, that we 
ſhould not be ſlothful in buſineſs. But 
orant, that we may mind the affairs of 
this life in a due ſubordination to the 
more important concernments of an 
eternal world, That when we have 
glorified thee on earth by finiſhing the 
work which thou haſt given us to do. 
we may be taken to the joys of thy im- 
mediate preſence and kingdom above, 

Oh that the religion of Jeſus in it's 
purity and fimplicity, may be ſpread 
throughout the whole world ! and let it 
every where produce happy effects in the 
hearts and lives of men : eſpecially in 
the nations to which we belong. 

May thy ſervant our king be endued 
with all chriſtian and royal virtues. And 
let all inferior magiſtrates be faithful in 

their 
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their ſeveral ſtations ; and true religion 
and virtue flouriſh among all orders and 
degrees of men. 

Let our friends and relatives be remem- 
bred by thee in great mercy : and if we 
have any enemies, father forgive them, 
and helps us to do fo, and to render good 
for evil, | 

We beſeech thee to preſerve us this 
day, and keep us in all our ways, Let 
thy bleſſing be upon us in all our lawtu] 
defigns and undertakings ; and let us be 
in thy fear all the day long. 

Lord, hear theſe our humble requeſts, 
which we offer up to thee in the name 
of thy well-beloved Son, our great me- 
diator and advocate, who ever liveth to 
make interceſiion for us. 

And now unto him, that is able to do 
exceeding abundantly for us, above all 
that we aſk or think, be glory in the 
church by Chriſt Jeſus, throughout all 
ages, world without end. Amen. 
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A Prayer for SaTuRDAY Evening. 


M OST great and glorious God! 
the ſovereign Lord of this vaſt 
univerſe; of whom, and through whom, 
and to whom are all things: to whom 
be glory for ever and ever | 

We, thy conſtant dependants, thy moſt 
obliged beneficiaries, and the ſubjects of 
thy moral government, defire now hum- 
bly to offer up our evening facrifice of 
prayer and praiſe unto thee, through Jeſus 
Chriſt the great mediator of thine ap- 
pointment, 

Thee, we acknowledge and adore as 
our great creator, to whum we owe our 
bodies and fouls, and all our powers, as 
our conſtant preſerver, who continually 
upholdeſt our ſouls in life; and as our 
moſt bountiful benefactor, whoſe good- 
neſs and mercy have followed us from 
the time we come into the world unto 
this day. 

We bleſs thee, for the proviſion thon 
haſt made in thy kind providence for our 
comfortable ſubſiſtence here on earth: 
But eſpecially, for the hope of eternal 
happineſs in a better world ; and for the 

many 
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many valuable means and helps thou 
haſt given us, to affiſt ns in our prepara- 
tions for it. We cannot be ſufficiently 
thankful to thee, that our lot is caſt in a 
land of goſpel-light and liberty, where 
we have great advantages for inſtruction, 
and have the holy ſcriptures put into our 
hands, which are able to make us wiſe 
unto ſalvation. 

But, Lord, we muſt acknowledge, 
that we have not walked anſwerably to 
the obligations thy goodneſs hath laid 
upon us, Father, we have finned in thy 
fight, and are not worthy to be called 
thy children. When we confider the 
numbers and aggravations of our of- 
fences, we have reaſon to bluth and to be 
aſhamed to lift up our faces unto thee 
our God. Our iniquities have abounded : 
Oh ! let thy grace towards us much 
more abound ! leave us not to periſh in 
our fins; for Lord, thou delighteſt in 
mercy. As Chriſt Jeſus came into the 
world, by thy wiſe and gracious appoint- 
ment, to fave ſinners, we defire with all 
our hearts to accept his offered ſalvation, 
Drawn as wiih the bands of love, we 
would, through him, yield up ourſelves 


wholly unto thee, our {oveieign Lord, 
{nd 
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and chiefeſt good; reſolving by thy grace 
to do what thou wouldeſt have us to do; 
to endeavour to obey all thy commands, 
and to reſt ſatisfied in all thy appoint- 
ments. 

We rejoice to think that we are un- 
der thy wiſe and benign adminiſtrations, 
And on thee we would caſt all our bur- 
dens and cares, being perſuaded that all 
thy diſpenſations towards us are under 
the direction of infinite wiſdom, righte- 
ouineſs, and equity. 

Since we have ſuch glorious promiſes 
given us in the goſpel, and are raiſed to 
ſuch ſublime hopes, let us cleanſe our- 
ſelves from all filthineſs of the fleſh and 
ſpirit, and exerciſe a conſtant diſcipline 
over our hearts, that every corrupt and 
diſorderly affection may be mortified and 
ſubdued, and holy and good affections 
may be ſtrengthened and improved. Let 
us abhor that which is evil, and cleave 
to that which is good. 

Lord! keep us from bitter envying 
and ſtrife, from pride and vain glory ; 
and Jet an amiable evangelical charity 
inſpire our hearts, and govern our whole 
deportment, May patience have it's per- 
fect work in us; and let us be clothed 

with 
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with humility; for thou reſiſteth the 
proud, and giveſt thy grace unto the 
humble. 

Grant that we may live and walk by 
faith, which is the ſubſtance of things 
hoped for, and the evidence of things 
not ſeen, Regarding ourſelves as ſtran- 
gers and ſojourners here on earth, let us 
look forwards beyond this tranſitory 
ſcene of things to an eternal world, and 
make it the chief buſineſs of this life 
to propare for a better. And whenever 
it ſhall pleaſe thee to ſummon us hence, 
may we have an entrance miniſtered 
unto us abundantly into the everlaſting 
kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt. 
Oh! that all nations may hear the 
Joyful ſound of the goſpel ſalvation ! May 
thy ancient people the Jews be converted 
to the faith of Chriſt; and the fulneſs of 
the Gentiles be brought in. 

Revive the power of godlineſs in thee 
lands. Let our zeal be without bigot- 
ry; and our liberty be without licen- 
tiouſneſs. | 

We beſeech thee to bleſs thy fervant 
our king; ſanctify him by thy holy ſpi- 
rit; guide him by thy counſels; and 

defend 
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defend him by thy providence. May all 
ſubordinate rulers be men fearing God, 
and hating covetuouſneſs. And let the 
miniſters of thy word be happily ſuc- 
ceſsful in promoting the converſion and 
ſalvation of ſouls. 

We would remember thoſe that are in 
affliction, as being ourſelves alfo in the 
body. Be thou graciouſly pleaſed to 
ſupport and comfort them, and let them 
find thee a preſent help in trouble, We 
beſeech thee to recompenſe the kindneſs 
of our benefactors; and would pray for 
mercy even to our enemies. 

We bleſs thee for the experience we 
have had of thy kind protection over us 
throughout the day and week paſt; and 
for the mercies we have received ſpiritual 
and temporal. Lord pardon whatever 
thy holy eye hath ſeen amiſs in us. And 
as one day and week is paſſing over us 
after another, in = ſwift ſucceſſion, let us 
be careful to redeem the time, and to 
improve every opportunity of doing or 
receiving good, as thoſe who are haſten- 
ing to an eternal ſtate. 

Let thy bleſſing, O Lord! be upon us 
this night, Confiding in thy fatherly 


goodneſs and care, we would lay us down 


upon 
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upon our beds, that we may enjoy thy 
gi of ſleep, and may be fo refreſhed and 
rengthened, as to be fitted for ſerving 


thee on thy own enſuing day, and for 


attending on thee in the ordinances of 
thine appointment. 

All we beg is through our Lord and 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, who: ever liveth to 
make interceſſion for us. And in his 
name, and in the words which he bath 
taught us, we fum up all our petitions, 
laying ; 


ON F ather. who art in nd 
Hallowed be thy name. Thy 
Kingdom come. Thy will be done in 
earth, as it is in Heaven, Give us, this 
day, our daily bread, and forgive us our 
treſpaſſes, as we forgive them that treſ- 
paſs, againft us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the Kingdom, and the Pow- 
er, and the ay. 1 for ever and ever. 
Amen, | | | 


A Praye: 
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A Prayer for a FAMILY, which may 
be uſed either Morning or Evening. 


LMIGHTY and eternal God! thou 

art the bleſſed and only potentate, the 
Lord of lords, and King of kings! who 
only haſt immortality, and dwelleſt in 
that light to which no mortal can ap- 
proach ; whom no eye hath ſeen, or can 
ſee, and to whom belong honour and 
power everlaſting. 

Thou art the ſupreme maker, and go- 
vernor of the whole world; who ruleſt in 
the armies of heaven, and amongſt the 
inhabitants of the earth; who doeſt ac- 
cording to thy will and pleaſure, and 
there is none can ſtay thy hand; nor 
may any ſay unto thee, what doeſt 
thou ? | 

But we have reaſon to rejoice in thy 
government, and that thou ſuperintendeſt 
the affairs of the children of men. We 
know that in many caſes thy judgments 
are unſearchable by us, and thy ways are 
paſt our finding out. But this we know 
alſo to our joy and comfort, that wiſdom 
and goodneſs are the ſprings of thy go- 
vernment; and that mercy and truth go 

before 
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before thy face. Thou art righteous in 
all thy ways, and holy in all thy works; 
a God of truth, and without iniquity, 


juſt and right art thou. 

Thine, O Lord! is the greatneſs, and 
the power, and the glory, and the victory, 
and the majeſty ; all that is in heaven, 
and in the earth, is thine: thine are all 
the kingdoms of the world, and thou art 
exalted as head above all : thou ordereſt 
and diſpoſeſt of all things, as ſeemeth 
good in thine eyes, and according to the 
wiſe and gracious counſels of thine own 
will. When we reflect on this, we 
would encourage ourſelves in thee : we 
would put our truſt and confidence in 
thee, and reſign ourſelves entirely to thy 
diſpoſal. Our ſouls would magnify the 
Lord, and joy in the God of our ſalva- 
rn. | 

But when we refle& on ourſelves, and 
conſider our great unworthineſs, we are 
aſhamed, O our God! and bluſh to lift up 
our face unto thee our God. We know 
that thy government is an adminiſtration 
perfectly wiſe and juſt; thy laws are holy, 
juſt and good, and in keeping of them 
there is great reward, Thy yoke is eaſy, 


thy burden is light; and thy command- 
ments 
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ments are not grie vous. Thy ways are 
ways of pleaſantneſs, and all thy paths 
are peace. Vet notwithſtanding this our 
conviction of the wiſdom and godneſs of 
thy laws, and the equity of thy govern- 
ment, we have in many inſtances rebelled 
againſt thee, and have turned aſide from 
the paths of thy commandments and the 
ways of piety and virtue. We have 
ſinned, we have committed iniquity, we 
have done thoſe things that are evil in thy 
fight. We have been guilty of many ſin- 
ful neglects of our duty both to God and 
man, and many ſlight and careleſs per- 

formances of what we have gone about. 
Our tranſgreſſions, we confeſs, have 
greatly exceeded, and they are attended 
with hainous aggravations. We cannot 
plead ignorance of our duty as an excuſe 
tor our offences : for thou haſt ſhewed us 
what is good, and what thou requireſt 
of us, but we have not done it with that 
care and diligence and conſtancy that we 
ought, and therefore deſerve to be beaten 
with many ſtripes. We have finned 
often againſt the light of our own minds, 
and the checks of our conſciences ; againſt 
our molt ſolemn vows and reſolutions to 
the contrary ; againſt thy promiſes and 
thy 
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thy threatnings, thy mercies, and thy 
fatherly chaſtiſements. If we ſhould 
ſay that we have not ſinned, we ſhould 
but deceive ourſelves, and make our. 
ſelves liars, But, O Lord! we acknow. 
ledge that we have ſinned, and too often 
perverted that which is right. Our own 
hearts do accuſe us; our conſciences fly 
in our faces, and witneſs againſt us, And 
we have no other hope or confidence to 
be faved from our fins and delivered from 
the wrath to come, and all the miſerable 
conſequences of a ſinful ſtate, but that 
goodneſs and mercy which is eſſential to 
thy nature, and which thou haſt fo fully 
declared in the revelations of thy will to 
mankind. - 

Thou has proclaimed thyſelf the Lord 
God, merciful and gracious, long: ſuffer- 
ings, abounding in goodneſs and truth, 
forgiving iniquity, tranſgreſſion, and ſin. 
Thou delighteſt not in the death and de- 
ſtruction of ſinners, but rather that they 
ſhould turn and live : thou art not willing 
that any ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould 
come to repentance, that they may be 
faved : and thou haſt ſet forth thy fon, 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to be the propiti- 


ation for ſin, and our advocate at the 
throne 
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throne of grace. Behold, O Lord! we 
come unto thee in his name, and preſent 
ourſelves before thee as his diſciples. 
We agree with all our hearts to the terms 
of acceptance laid down in his goſpel, 
which we cannot but in our conſciences 
approve of, as worthy of thee to require 
and fit that we ſhould comply with. 
We repent us of our fins and condemn 


ourſelves for them; and it is our purpoſe 


and reſolution, through thy gracious aſſiſt- 
ance, to break them off by righteouſneſs, 
and wherein we have offended, and done 
iniquity, todo ſo no more. Lord, accept 
of us thus returning unto thee ! be mer- 
ciful to us, poor ſinners ! forgive us our 
ſins, and cleanſe us from all unrighteouſ- 
neſs. 

We are ſenſible of our own frailty and 
weakneſs, and how apt we are to forget 
our good reſolutions, and ſuffer ourſelves 
to be led aſide from thy ways, by our 
own corruptions, and the various temp- 
tations with which we are ſurrounded, 
Bat thou haſt graciouſly promiſed the 
aſſiſtance of thy holy ſpirit to thoſe, who 


humbly and fincerely aſk it from thee... 


Lord, let it be unto thy ſervants according 
to thy word! let thy good ſpirit be al- 
G ways 
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ways preſent with us, to enable us to 


mortify every corrupt affection, to ſubdue 
any evil habits we may have unhappily 
contracted, and to acquire the habits of 
godlineſs and righteouſneſs, of charity 


and purity, and of every thing that is 


virtuous and good. Help us, we beſeech 
thee, againſt our maniſold infirmities, 
and eſpecially the fins that moſt eaſily be- 
ſet us, Deliver us from all irregular ap- 
petites and paſſions, and Jet no iniquity 
prevail againſt us, or obtain a dominion 
over us, Purity our hearts from all evil 
inclinations and deſires, and from-all bad 
intentions and deſigns : and may we be 
upright and fincere before thee, and ſted- 
faſt in thy covenant. And let us be daily 
going forward in the paths of righteouſ- 
neſs and virtue, till we be fit to be tranſ- 
lated to thy heavenly kingdom, to join 
the ſociety of ſaints and angels, and 
enjoy, together with them, the com- 
munications of thy favour, in the per- 
fection of holineſs and bliſs. 

Particularly, we pray that we may be 


filled with all pious and devout affections 


towards thee our God and heavenly fa- 
ther : that the conſiderations of thy great- 


neſs and excellency, of the wiſdom and 
righ:e- 
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righteouſneſs of thine adminiſtration, and 
thy goodneſs to us, and to all thy crea- 
tures, may effectually engage us to love 
thee with all our hearts, and ſouls, and 
ſtrength, and mind; and to honour, re- 
verence, and fear thee, as our father and 
Lord; to put our truſt and confidence in 
thee, at all times, as our beſt and moſt 
faithful friend, our firmeſt and ſureſt 
ſupport; and, in all events whatſoever, 
to reſign ourſelves to thy diſpoſal, and 
ſubmit to thy will, who knoweſt beſt 
what is fit for us, and loveſt us more 
than we do ourſelves. And may we be 
ready, on all fit and proper occaſions, to 
expreſs theſe affections of our minds, to- 
wards thee, by all ſuitable acts of religi- 
ous worſhip, per formed in ſpirit and in 
truth, and with the greateſt ſincerity and 
uprightneſs of heart: and let us never 


turn aſide to any kind of falſe, ſuperſti- 


tious, or idolatrous worſhip. And may 
we, in all things, ſtudy to know and do 
thy will, and to imitate thy moral per- 
fections, as far as the frailty, and limited 
condition of our nature will permit. 

And as thou haſt made us ſocial crea- 
tures, and haſt implanted in our nature 
kind and friendly affections towards one 
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another; ſo grant, O Lord! that we may 
cheriſh and cultivate in our hearts, a ſin- 
cere love and good-will to all men, Let 
us be always diſpoſed to do to others, 


what we would think reaſonable ſhould 


be done to ourſelves, in the like caſe : 
and let us, in all things, ſtudy to do 
juſtly, and to love mercy, as well as to 
walk humbly with thee our God. Grant 
that we may behave with all due reve- 
rence and ſubmiſſion towards our ſupe- 
riors, and thoſe, who have a juſt autho- 
rity over us ; with a prudent condeſcen- 
ſion towards our inferiors, and ſuch as are 
placed in ſubjection to us; and with 
kindneſs, gentleneſs, and humanity to- 
wards all: endeavouring, in our ſeveral 
places and ſtations, to be uſeful and do 
good, as become thoſe who are mem- 


bers of that great community of man- 


kind, and, particulary, of the body of 
Chriſt, which is his church, 

May we duly govern thoſe appetites 
and paſſions, which, for wiſe and good 
ends, thou haſt made a part of our con- 


ſtitution in the preſent ſlate ; and may 


we careiully maintain a rule over our 


own ſpirits, and the dominion of the 
mind over the body: that we may be 


always 
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aways in a fit temper and diſpoſition to 
perform any part of our duty, as there 
may be occaſion, Let us ſtudy to be 
temperate and ſober in all things; to 
be pure and chaſte, humble and lowly, 
meek and forgiving, and patient under 
adverſity : let our converſation be with- 
out covetouſneſs, or an inordinate love of 
this world; and let us learn, in what- 
ever ſtate we are, therewith to be con- 
tent. And may thy good ſpirit ſo aſſiſt 
and ſtrengthen us, that our obedience to 
thy holy laws, and our conformity to the 
rules of piety and virtue, may be ſin- 
cere and univerſal, conſtant and perſe- 
vering, zealous and chearful, and always 
accompanied with prudence and diſcre- 
tion, and a becoming fortitude and firm- 
neſs of mind. 

With theſe. petitions, which we have 
been offering up for ourſelves, we join 
our humble ſupplications unto thee, the 
God and father of all, on the behalf of 
others alſo, | 

May it pleaſe thee to do good unto all 
men, and to continu2 the care of thy 
providence over all thy creatures. May 
our Saviour's kingdom be extended far 
and wide ; and the earth be filled with 
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the knowledge of God, as the waters fill 
the ſea, And let pure and uncorrupted 
chriſtianity obtain over the whole world, 
and become the religion of mankind, 

We pray for the peace and proſperity 

of the lands wherein we live, and that 
all orders and degrees of perſons among 
us, may faithfully endeavour to promote 
the glory of God, the honour and in- 
tereſt of true religion, the cauſe of vir- 
tue, and righteouſneſs, and the public 
good. 
Pity all, who are in affliction and di- 
ſtreſs of any kind. Support them under 
their troubles, and in thy good time de- 
liver them out of them, and make all 
things work together for their good. 

Be gracious to us in this family. Bleſs 
us with health of body, and ſoundneſs of 
mind, May we all be faithful and duti- 
ful to one another, as we ftand ſeverally 
related. Let us dwell in love and unity 
as becomes friends and brethren here. 
And may we rejoice together in an happy 
eternity hereafter, 

We thank thee for the mercies of the 
day [or night] paſt ; and humbly commit 
ourſelves, and all in whom we are con- 


cerned, to the care and protection of thy 
good 


A Family. I13 


good providence, and the conduct of thy 
holy ſpirit, praying that thou wouldeſt 


guide us by thy counſel whilſt we are 


here in this world, and afterwards re- 
ceive us to abide with thee in glory in 
the world which is to come. Theſe our 
prayers, praiſes, and thankfgivings, we 
humbly preſent to thy divine majeſty, in 
the name, and as the diſciples of thy be- 
loved fon Jeſus Chriſt, our only mediator, 
whoſe we are, and whom we ſerve, and 
in whom we defire ever to be found, li- 
ving and dying. In the comprehenlive 
words which he hath taught us, we ſum 
up all our requeſts for ourſelves, and for 


all mankind, 
O UR Father, who art in Heaven. 
Hallowed be thy name. Thy 
Kingdom come. Thy will be done in 
Earth, as it is in Heaven. Give us, this 
day, our daily bread, and forgive us our 
treſpaſſes, as we forgive them that treſ- 
paſs againſt us, And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil, 
For thine is the Kingdom, and the Pow- 
er, and the Glory, for ever and ever 


Amen, 
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Another Prayer for a FamiLy, which 
may be uſed either Morning or Even- 
ing. 

OST glorious, and highly exalted 
majeſty ! praiſe waiteth for thee 
in Sion. Thou art the God of the ſpirits 
of all fleſh; and to thee, the hearer of 
prayer, fhall all fouls come. 

With reverence we approach thy ſa- 
cred preſence, to worſhip at thy footſtool, 
as thy humble devoted ſervants, to pay 
our chearſul homage to thee our maker, 
and conſtant benefactor, and to implore 
thoſe aids of thy grace, which are neceſſa- 
ry to the acceptable performance of eve- 
ry part of our duty. We would medi- 
tate with pleaſure on thy high perfections, 
and join together m proclaiming thy 
praiſe, in order to form the temper of 
our ſpirit aright, and qualify ourſelves 
for thy approbation and favour. 

The immencity of thy nature ſurpat- 
ſeth all imagination, and no mortal 1s 
able to behold thy glory. Yet thy invi- 
ſible perfections, even thy eternal power 
and godhead, thy wiſdom and goodneſs, 
are clearly ſeen, being underſtood by the 
things which thou haſt made, 
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When we behold the heavens; the 
ſun, moon, and ſtars; and this earth ſo 
full of thy riches; together with that 
great variety of ſenſible and rational be- 
ings, which thou haſt contrived for re- 
ceiving their beneficial influences; we 
are perſuaded that thou art the beſt as 
well as the greateſt of all beings. 

Every day of our lives bringeth new 
diſcoveries of thy goodneſs, As we owe 
the original contrivance of our frame to 
divine counſel and benevolence, ſo are we 
indebted to God for the convenience of 
thoſe circumſtances in which we are pla- 
ced, We have proper objects for all the 
deſires and inclinations thou haſt planted 
in us, and many are the good things we 
richly enjoy. Thou giveſt us food to eat, 
and raiment to put on. To thy gracious 
providence we owe our ſpared lives, our 
meaſure of eaſe and health, our liberty and 
peace, and all the pleaſures of ſocial lite. 

But the ſtrong aſſurances thou haſt 
given us of life and immortality in the 
other world, ought to be acknowledged 
as the greateſt obligation we have yet re- 
ceived, We bleſs thee with all our hearts/ 
for the method of the goſpel propoſeth 
for our obtaining this unſpeakable enjoy- 
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ment; and that we have had an oppor- 
tunity of knowing that Jeſus is the way, 
the truth, and the life. What are we, 
and what is the houſe of our fathers, that 
thou ſhouldeſt ſo love us, as to give thine 
only begotten ſon, that whoſoever be- 
lieveth in him fhould not periſh, but have 
everlaſting life ? 

Me muſt acknowledge, that the terms 
of the chriſtian covenant are highly rea- 
Fonable. The obedience demanded of 
us is a labour of love. And our eyes 
daily behold a multitude of objects, that 
are fit to raiſe this good affection in us. 
And there is alſo a great reward in keep- 
ing thy precepts. Thou haſt given us 
the delightful proſpect of perfection in 
love and virtue in a future ſtate, as a mo- 
tive to the practice of our preſent duty. 
The laws of the goſpel are exceeding 
good: they are rizht concerning all things, 
and we are convinced, that obedience to 
them would be our greateſt happineſs ; 
yet, being diverted from the conſideration 
of this, by the irregular workings of 
paſſion and appetite, we have purſued 
many foolith and hurtful gratifications. We 
have endeavoured to pleaſe ourſelves in- 
conſiſtently with a due regard either to the 


glory 
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glory of God, or the good of our fellow- 
creatures. We have perverted that which 
is right, when it did not profit us; and 
have for the pleaſure of fin, which are 
but for a ſeaſon, ſubjected ourſelves to the 
laſting pains of a ſelf-reproaching heart. 


We bluſh and are confounded, and ſevere- 


ly condemn ourſelves, when we conſider 


the ingratitude towards thee our God, 
which is inſeparable from our tranſgreſſions. 


Againſt thee, and thee only, have we done all 


this evil, in defiance of the obligations we 
have received from thy moſt hberal hand, 


Moſt gracious God! we humbly pray, 


that our repentance may not only conſiſt 


of ſuch penitential confeffions and com- 
plaints; but that as we acknowledge our 


fins in a ſolemn manner before thee, we 
may alſo forſake them, amending our ways 


and doings that have not been good, Let 
the coed reflexions we have made on 
our former follies, prove an effectual re- 
ſtraint from the repetition of theſe and all 
other deliberate miſcarriages. Enable us, 


ve beſeech thee, to bring forth fruits meet 
for repentance, and wherein we have done 


iniquity, to do ſo no more, Let our 
minds be formed by the influence of the 
goſpel grace; and let us be renewed in the 

temper 
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temper and diſpoſition of our ſpirits, And 


do thou, O moſt merciful father! who 


haſt promiſed forgiveneſs to thoſe who 
truly repent and turn unto thee, accept of 
us according to the multitude of thy ten- 
der compaſſions, and the gracious declara- 
tions of the goſpel. Lift up the light of 
thy countenance upon us, and reſtore us 
to the hope of thy favour, that we may 
Joy in thee our God, through our Lord je- 
ſus Chriſt, by whom we have received the 
atonement. And being juſtified by thy 


grace, may we be made heirs according 


to the hope of eternal life. 

We pray for the aids of thy holy ſpirit. 
Thou knoweſt our frame, and the cir- 
cumſtances of our condition, and the va- 
rious temptations to which we are expoſed. 
Forſake us not, we beſeech thee, for our 
ſtrength is but ſmall. Suffer us not to be 
tempted above what we are able to bear 
but with the temptation prepare a way for 
our eſcape: let not the ſpirit, that worketh 
in the children of diſobedience, delude us 
into the paths of error and tranſgreſſion; 
nor let the cares of this world, the deceit- 
fulneſs of riches or the luſt of other things, 


interrupt our purſuit of the great deſigag 


for which we were made, 


Preſerve 
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Preſerve us from covetuouſneſs and am- 
bition, from pride, arrogance, and vain- 
glory. Make us humble, ready to prefer 
others to ourſelves, and let nothing in our 
behaviour give unneceſſary pain to any. 
Let none of us be guilty of rendering evil 
for evil, and railing for railing; but, on the 
contrary, may we be always ready to blefs 
them that curſe us, and to do good to thoſe 
who deſpitefully uſe and perſecute us. 
May the grace of God ſecure us from all 
manner of intemperance and debauchery, 
and all the works of the fleſh, Make us 
ſober and willing to deny ourſelves in all the 
forbidden gratifications of ſenſe and appetite. 
Grant us the invaluable bleſſing of con- 
tentment, and an entire reſignation to thy 
holy will. Let all the diſpenſations of thy 
providence be ſuitably received and impro- 
ved by us. The God, who made us, 
knoweth perfectly what is beſt and moſt 
convenient for us. Whatever our outward 
ſlate be, grant we beſeech thee, O our 
heavenly father! that it may be ſo ordered 
as to promote, in the beſt and moſt effec- 
tual manner, the falvation of our. immor- 
tal ſouls, 
May the integrity of our hearts be an 


inward defence to us againſt all external 
misfortunes, 
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misfortunes, and our patient hopes conti. 
nue unmoved . all the changing 
ſcenes of life. Teach us to keep an atten- 
tive eye continually upon that crown of 
glory and immortality, that is promiſed 
unto us: and, in the believing virtuous 
proſpect of this, let nothing be able to 
make us afraid. Should the earth be re- 
moved, or the mountains carried into the 
midſt of the ſea, may an approving con- 
ſcience be our happineſs, Let all the tri- 
als of faith be found to our praiſe, and 
honour, and glory, at the appearing of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt; whom having not ſeen, 
we love; and, though now we ſee him 
not, yet believing in him, we rejoice with 
joy unſpeakable and full of glory, 

We pray for the whole human race, that 
truth and liberty and peace may univerſal- 
ly obtain; and that pure chriſtanitty may 
be propagated in all parts of the world, and 
that all the kingdoms of it may feel the joy- 
ful influences of the everlaſting goſpel. 

Let not the dangerous errors and idola- 
trous praiſes, which prevail among ma- 
ny who call themſelves chriſtians, till 


continue a ſtumbling-block in the way of 


the Jews, or give a contemptible idea of 
our xligion to heathen nations, Let the 
| | | Kingdom 
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kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt, which is not of this world, be 
wholly governed by his own laws, and not 
by 5 inventions or commandments of 
men : that all nations, approving his wiſe 
adminiſtration, and finding their intereſt in 
it, may willingly ſubmit to his dominion, 

Unite the reformed churches in the ſame 
catholic faith and univerſal charity. Pity 
thoſe that are under the rod of oppreſſion, 
and while they fit in darknefs may the Lord 
be a light unto them, and in due ſeaſon ariſe 
and plead their cauſe. And where there 
is external reſt and peace may there be 
more of real piety and ſubſtantial religion. 

Have mercy on our ſinful lands, O Lord! 
pour down thy ſpirit upon us: and O! 
that thy diſtinguiſhing goodneſs may lead 
us to repentance, Bleſs, we beſeech thee, 
our gracious ſovereign King George. May 
the crown long flouriſh upon his head, 
and his enemies be cloathed with ſhame, 


Bleſs all his illuſtrious family. May they/ 


be ornaments to their exalted ſtations, and 
qualified for extenſive uſefulneſs, 

Shew compaſtion, we beſeech thee, O 
Lord! to al lthe ſons and daughters of ad- 
verſity: heal the fick; eaſe the pained ; 


comfort thoſe who are in trouble and per- 
plexity 
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plexity of mind. Make them glad accord- 
ing to the days wherein thou haſt afli&- 
ed them, and the years in which they 


have ſeen evil: ſupply the wants of the 
poor ; and be a father of the fatherleſs and 
a God of the widows, who put their 
truſt in thee. | | 

Bleſs thoſe in a particular manner, who 


are endeared to us by the tender ties of 


nature, friendſhip or gratitude, May they 
proſper and be in health; but, above all, 
may their ſouls proſper. Watch over all 
that are at a diſtance from us: may thy 
bleſſing be with them; preſerve them 
from every evil, compaſs them with thy 
favour in this world, and may they inhe- 
rit eternal bleſſings in the life which is to 
come. 

Be thou gracious to this family. Help 
us to fill up every ſtation and relation with 
it's proper duty. With grateful hearts we 
praiſe thee for all thy mercies. May thy 


candle ſhine upon our tabernacle. Bleſs 
us, and we ſhall be bleſſed, 


Fan 
CCEPT, O Lordithe ſacrifice of 
our morning praiſe for the mercies 


of the night paſt, and for the light of ano- 
| ther 
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ther day, Let the lives which are thy 
care, be employed in thy ſervice, that we 
may be in the fear of the Lordall the day 
long. We commit ourſelves to thy gracious 
protection. Preſerve us, we beſeech thee, 
in health and eaſe, May we have a con- 
ſtant ſenſe of our dependance upon thee, 
and improve every bleſſing we receive from 
thee to thine honour and glory, And as 
we know not whata day may bring forth, 
prepare us, O Lord! for all events and let 
our hearts be ſtil] eſtabliſhed, truſting in 
thee. May we guide our affairs with diſ- 
cretion, and order our converſation aright, 


EVENING. 
TH OU, O Lord! makeſt the outgo- 


ings of the morning and evening to 
rejoice. We praiſe thee for the protection, 
ſupports, and comforts, of another day. 
Forgive, we beſeech thee, every thing 
thy pure eye hath ſeen amiſs in us. We 
commit ourſelves to the care of thy 
watchful providence, during the hours of 
filence and darkneſs, Do thou, who nei- 
ther ſlumbereſt nor ſleepeſt, keep us in 
ſafety. Grant us ſleep that may refreſh 
us; and when we awake, may we be {till 


with God, and do thou be ſtill with _ 
Al 
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All we humbly aſk is for thy mercies wh: 
fake in Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, in whom wor 
thou art, fort 


OUR Father, who art in Heaven, inte 
Hallowed be thy name. Thy pro 
Kingdom come. Thy will be done in thir 


Earth, as it is in Heaven. Give us, this fil 
day, our daily bread, and forgive us our Was 
treſpaſſes, as we forgive them that treſpaſs it ſt 
againſt us. And lead us not into temptati- hea 


on, but deliver us from evil. For thine 
is the Kingdom, and the Power, and the 
Glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 


Geh N E EN 


N A PRAYER to be Uſed at any Tins of 
{ the DAY. 
1 THOU parent of the univerſe, and 
the ſupreme Lord of all! as thou 
| haſt made us capable of diſcerning, that 
| we are the creatures of thy power, and of 
| knowing the relation in which we ſtand 
| to thee, as the ſubjects of thy kingdom, 
we humbly worfhip and adore thee our 
maker, who art poſſeſſed of perfection and 
excellency above all our comprehenſion. 
Thine infinite wiſdom and almighty 


power are clearly, manifeſted in thy works, 
which 
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which are, beyond expreſſion, great and 
wonderful. Thou alone didſt originally 
form that great deſign, which is carried 
into execution in the works of creation and 
providence; every part of which ſpeaketh 
thine infinite knowledge, and moſt perfect 
ſkill, Thou, O Lord! ſpakeſt, and it 
was done; thou gaveſt the command, and 
it ſtood faſt. By thine almighty power the 
heavens and the earth, and all that they 
contain, were made from nothing, and 
they are ſuftained in being by that power, 
every where preſent, the ſole original ſource 
of all activity, from which all other cauſes 
are derived, and to which they are abſo- 
lutely ſubjected: for thine hand is omni- 
potent, and knoweth no reſiſtence, but 
effecteth whatſoever thou wilt, in the ar- 
mies of Heaven, and amongſt the inhabi- 
tants of the earth. And how adorable 
art thou, O God! in whom infinite wiſ- 
dom, and almighty power, are in eternal 
conjunction with the moſt perfect good- 
neſs: of which, m the work of creation, 
and in the ſuſtenance and government of 
the univerſe, we thine intelligent creatures 
joyfully behold the ſtrongeſt characters! 
and have reaſon to believe, that thine in- 
finite goodneſs, ſo richly diſplayed in the 

4 communication 
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communication of being, perfection and 
happineſs, gave birth to the deſign of cre- 
ation, and all the works of providence in 


the government of the worlds which thou 


haſt made. We are ſatisfied that all thy 
works are worthy of thine infinitely per- 
fect mind, however ſome of them, ſepa- 
rately, may appear to creatures, to whom 
only a ſmall part of thy ways are known, 
and who are incapable of comprehending 
that inconceivably great and extended ſyſ- 
tem of being that is under thy providential 
care. And to thee, O God, we are taught 
by our own conſciences, and the ſenſe of 
good and evil, which thou haſt planted in 
our hearts, and by the revelation which 


thou haſt given of thyſelf, to aſcribe per- 


fect purity and holineſs, the unchangeable 
love of righteouſneſs; and know it is im- 
poſſible, that evil ſhould be the object of 
thine approbation, or dwell with - thee. 
To thee we would offer up our praiſes and 
thankſgivings, who haſt made us capable 
of ſome degree of knowledge, though low 
and imperfect, of theſe thy glorious per- 
fections, which diffuſeth the greateſt joy 
and gladneſs through the heart, and direc- 
teth thy creatures to thee, as the unchange- 
able object of their hope and truſt, T — 
thou 
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thou reigneſt for ever over the whole uni- 
verie, is the matter of our utmoſt joy: and 
that thou art every where preſent, and 
thine eye upon every individual creature: 
that as the parent of the great family, thou 
takeſt care of all, and that thy goodneſs and 
tender mercies are over all thy works, 

It becometh us particularly to acknow- 
ledge thy goodneſs to the human race, 
whom thou haſt exalted unſpeakably above 
all che other orders of creatures in this low- 
er world. And we bleſs thy name, that 
of this thy family upon earth we are mem- 
bers: that the work of thy law is written 
upon our hearts, and that thou haſt made 
us capable of the practice of virtue and 
holineſs, and of purſuing after and attain- 
ing the moſt deſirable ends of being, in 
which the heart doth, and cannot but with 
full ſatisfaction, acquieſce. 

As we have reaſon to celehrate thy good- 
neſs, in the various and bountiful proviſion 
thou haſt made for the ſuſtenance and 
comfort of our lives in this world; ſor 
the deſires planted in nature, and the ma- 
ny objects adapted to the gratification of 
them: ſo thou haſt inſtructed us by the 
ſpiritual ſenſes with which thou hait en- 
dowed us, that we are made capable of 
the 
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the higheſt kind of bliſs, of which we can 


have any conception: a bliſs which is in- 
dependent of external and precarious things 
and which thou haſt unalterably annexed 
to true holineſs of heart and life. From 


the principles of reaſon, but elpecially by. 


the expreſs declarations of thy will from 
heaven, thou haſt given thy ſervants moſt 
ſubſtantial evidence, that when this life 
ſhall be no more, a better and everlaſting 
ſtate 1s intended for them, in which per- 
fect holineſs and perfect happineſs in thy 
preſence, ſhall ſatisfy the utmoſt of their 
defires. Let our ſouls ever magnify thee, 
our God, and rejoice in the God of our ſal- 
vation, Who as thou haſt intended us for 
ſuch high and excellent ends of being, 
haſt graciouſly furniſhed us with needful 


means for attaining to them. 


We bleſs thy holy name, particularly 
for the light of revelation which thou haſt, 
in thy moſt free grace and goodneſs, added 
to the light of nature, and which we can- 
not but look upon and acknowledge as the 
moſt valuable favour and bleſſing which 
could be conferred upon mankind, when 
in a ſtate in which the light of nature was, 
in a great meaſure, become darknels, 


We 
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We receive with great thankfulneſs this 
revelation, as containing not only all neceſ- 
ſary inſtruction and diſcipline, but preſent- 
ing to the mind the bleſſed counſels of thy 
grace for the redemption and ſal vation of 
the world, and the moſt amazing of all 
diſplays of thy goodneſs in ſending thine 
only begotten Son to ſeck and to ſave loſt 
ſinners, and in giving him up to the death 
for this great end: in which we find the 
ſtrongeſt and moſt engaging motives for 
ſubmitting to the goſpel, and which tend 
in the moſt effectual manner to attract the -— 
heart to thee. - 
8 Inſtructed in theſe great things we pro- 
r feſs in thy preſence our ſenſe of the very 
ſtrongeſt obligations to reverence, love, 
| | and obey thee, our maker; and our ear- 

neſt defire and fixed purpoſe of ſubmitting 
do thy will in all things. We declare our 
t, full ſatisfaction with thy government. 
d Thou haſt made us capable of diſcerning 
- | that all thy laws are righteous and good, 
that they are intended to guide us to our 
h F higheſt perfection and happineſs; and that 
ny as a lawgiver, thou haſt acted the kindeſt 
5, | 2nd moſt friendly part, and moſt tender 
of our intereſts, 

e We , 
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We are likewiſe thoroughly convinced 
that the whole adminiſtration of provi- 
dence is no other than the execution of 
the wileſt and moſt gracious purpoſes, 
and that the hand, which governeth all 
things, and bringeth to paſs events, 
proſperous or adverſe, is under one in- 
variable and unerring direction. And 
that thou, O God! wilt do for thy ſer- 
vants, and beſtow upon them what is 
beſt and moſt expedient: every indi- 
vidual obtaining what ſhall be moſt pro- 
fitable to him, conſiſtently with the ge- 
neral intereſt of that great family which 
is under thy care. We acknowledge 
that we are utterly incapable of judg- 
ing of what is really good for us in our 
preſent ſtate of diſcipHne and trial of 
darkneſs and imperfection : and that 
events, which appear to us moſt threat- 
ening, may be moſt profitable, while 
things that appear to us moſt deſirable, 
might prove hurtful. - We therefore re- 
joice that all our ſtate, in every circum- 
ſtance of it, is under thy direction: and 
we do moit chearfully ſurrender all our 
intereſts and concerns to thy diſpoſal, 
defiring never to have any will of our own 


{ct in oppoſition to thine: and reſting in 
| a tull 
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full perſuaſion that what thou doſt is 
oeſt and molt deſirable: and regarding 
it as the matter of our principal care and 
ſolicitude to improve all events as the 
means of making us wiſer and better, 
and of carrying on the great work of our 
ſalvation. Thus with all our hearts we 
abſolutely reſign ourſelves to thee, pray- 
ing that thou wilt do for us and beſtow 
upon us what thou knoweſt to be good. 
But as we adore thy high perfections, 


and profeſs our ſenſe of the obligations 


we are under to ferve and obey thee, we 
likewiſe pour out our hearts before thee, 
who knoweſt them, in a deep ſenſe of our 
paſt diſobedience in many inſtances. We 
are conſcious to ourſelves of the omiſ- 
ſion of our duty, and of performing it 
often negligently, without ſuitable atten- 
tion and concern of ſpirit, and without 
that love to thee, and regard to thine 
honour, and the great ends of religion, 
which are neceſſary to render our ſer- 
vices pleaſing in thy fight, and profitable 
to ourſelves. . And we reflect with deep 
ſorrow upon many actual tranſgreſſions 
of thy laws, by which we have diſh9- 
noured thee, and done the greateſt inju- 
ry and wrong to our own ſouls. We 

H accuſe 
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accuſe and condemn ourſelves as rebels 
againſt thine authority. We deſire to do 
honour to thy laws by the moſt folemn 
acknowledgment that they are right con- 
cerning all things; and that in every in- 
ſtance, in which we have broken them, 
we are inexcuſeable. We profeſs, O 
Lord! before thee, that it 1s in our hearts, 
if we have done iniquity, to do ſo no 
more; deſiring molt earneſtly to work 
in our minds an utter abhorrence of 
every wicked way, To which great end 
we would ever retain a deep ſenſe of the 
evil we have done, and renew from time 
to time that remorſe, which, however 
painful, is neceſſary, as a means of pre- 
{ſerving us from future tranſgreſſion, and 
of ſtrengthening our minds againſt temp- 
tations to it. Accept, O God! of the 
ingenuous contrition of our fouls, as the 
only ſacrifice we have to bring. We re- 


joice in, and bleſs thy name for the pro- 


miſes of pardon thou haſt given to the 
truly penitent Chriſt Jeſus, and which 
are ratified in his blood ſhed for the re- 
miſſion of fin. Upon which gracious 
promiſes, as humble penitents, we rely, 
knowing at the ſame time, that all our 


profeſſions of repentance, and all the 
ſorrow 
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ſorrow for fin we feel, will not be avail- 
able for our obtaining pardon, otherwiſe 
than as they are an effectual means of re- 
forming our lives; and that in reſorma- 
tion only, repentance 1s finiſhed and 
compleated ! therefore the reformation 
of our hearts and lives is what we would, 
above all things, labour. And as we 
are convinced, by moſt painful and 
grievous experience, that we are inſuffi- 
cient, without the aſſiſtance of thy holy 
ſpirit, to act our part aright; ſo we moſt; | 
earneſtly pray for that aſſiſtance, that we i 
may reſiſt temptations to fin, and per- 
form our duty with ſincerity. By thy 
grace may we be enabled to ſuppreſs the 
manifold irregular and corrupt inclina- 
tions and affections we find in our hearts, 
Theſe, O our God! we look upon as 
our greateſt burthen ; and the tendency 


N of them to alienate our hearts from thee, 

. and thy ſervice, and to betray us into fin, 

: as very poiſon and death to the ſoul. 

l From theſe impure and corrupt inclina- 

. tions ſpring all the prejudices, and all that | 
8 infatuation, by which the heart becom- 1 


. eth negligent of, and averſe to, what is I 
r molt excellent and lovely; and is recon - 4 
C ciled to what is vile and deformed, and | 
* 2 which 
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which make men unworthy, and even 


incapable of true felicity, O] may we 
be delivered from them; and our hearts 
be ever under the power of that 7ruth, 
which ſhall make us free, Nothing we 
would deſire with greater earneſtneſs, 
and that holy life diffuſed through our ſouls 
may beget in us ſuch a ſenſe of things, 
as will prepare us utterly to hate evil, 
and Jove the Lord, and to delight in 
righteouſneſs and holineſs of life. And 


be pleaſed, O Lord! to this great end 


graciouſly to countenance and afliſt us in 


our communings with our own hearts, 


and in the diſcipline of them; that fo 
we may happily attain to that ſtate of 
mind, in which only we can have the true 
enjoyment. of ourſelves, and be accept- 
able in thy fight. Fulfil in us all the 


good pleaſure of thy goodneſs, and the 


work of faith with power, by which we 
ſhall overcome the world, and overcome 
ourſelves. 

And do thou graciouſly enable us to 
bring forth fruits which are meet for re- 
pentance, and worthy of a right ftate ot 


mind. Help us, in all relations of life, 


to perform our duty with ſincerity. May 


we be enabled to maintain towards thee 
our 
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our God, that reverence, love, and refig- 
nation, which are infinitely due to thee. 
And may we be ever prepared to be, and 
to thew ourſelves declared enemies to 
whatſoever tendeth to the diſhonour of 
thy name, in words, or actions. May 
we ever be diſpoſed to love our neigh- 
bour as ourſelves; to act a part juſt and 
honeſt, charitable, and benevolent. Lord! 
grant that our minds, formed according 
to the true chriſtian model, may be rai- 
ſed above every thing mean and ſelfiſh; 
may they be utter ſtrangers to malice, 
hatred, envy, and revenge; endowed 
with ſentiments truly liberal, and with 
affections lively and tender, that we may 
ſincerely rejoice with them that rejoice, 
and weep with them that weep. Let 
our lives be an imitation of our bleſſed 
Saviour, in doing good to all as we have 
opportunity, and let us never be weary of 
well-doing. And help us, our God, to 
preſerve our own purity from the corrup- 
tion that is in the world through luſt: 
may we be perfectly reconciled to all the 
ſelf denial neceſſary to this end; and with 
all needful firmneſs reſiſt thoſe inclina- 
tions, which war againſt the ſoui, and by 
the gratifying of which, we ſhould be 
H 3 betrayed 
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3 betrayed into ſin, and the heart or hands 


be ſtained. 

And be pleaſed gracionfly to eſtabliſh 
and confirm us in the practice of holineſs, 
that we may perſevere to the end, and 
at the concluſion of this liſe may have an 
entrance miniſtered abundantly into thine 
heavenly kingdom. 

May the. whole of that time allowed 
us in this world, be improved as a diſci- 
vline to prepare us for another, and every 
day carry us on in our preparations for it. 
And may we have the pleaſing fati(- 


faction of finding, that holy affections 


and heavenly deſire increaſe in ſtrength ; 
and that we are made mect for the in- 
heritance of the ſaints in light. 

O! our God, grant theſe our humble 

and earneſt requeſts, which are agree- 
able to thy holy will, and accept of our 
worſhip and adoration and praiſes in 
Chriſt Jeſus our Saviour, 

Now unto him, who is able to keep us 
from falling, and to preſent us faultleſs be- 
fore the preſence of his glory, with ex- 
ceeding joy; to God only wiſe, our Savi- 
our, be glory and majeſty, dominion and 
power, now and for ever. Amen. 
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Another PRAYRER to be uſed at any TINA 
of the DAY. 


ETERNAL God! thou art 

God alone. The. idols of the 
heathen are vanity: thou ruleſt in the 
heaven, and to the uttermoſt ends of 
the earth. The inviſible things of thee 
from the creation of the world ate clear- 
ly ſeen, even thine eternal power and 
godhead. All thy works around us, and 
more eſpecially our own frame and pow- 
ers, declare thy glory, and proclaim thine 
omnipotence, and adorable wiſdom and 
goodneſs, But thou haſt been pleaſed, 
in thine infinite mercy to mankind, to 
vouchſafe to us a fuller and clearer mani- 
feſtation of thy perfections and counſels, 
in thy holy word. By this we are in- 
ſtructed in all things neceſſary to be 
known and done, that we may attain to 
the great end of our being, that perfec- 
tion and happineſs of which thou haſt 
made us capable. Eſpecially in thy 
holy goſpel thou haſt given us the moſt 
affecting diſcoveries of thy goodneſs and 
clemency towards mankind in a degene- 
rate and guilty ſtate ; and in the method 
H 4 thou 
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thou haſt taken of reconciling the world 
to thyſelf, thou haſt laid us under the 
{trongeſt obligations to thine infinite love, 
and ſet before us the moſt engaging mo- 
tives to ſerve and obey thee. Thou haſt 
ſent thine only begotten ſon to ſeek and 
fave that which was loſt: and to ſerve 
this great end, haſt not ſpared but given 
him up to the death for us all: in whom 
we have redemption through his blood, 
the forgiveneſs of ſins, according to the 
riches of thy grace, O our God! may 
this infinite grace have the great deſign- 
ed effect upon us, engaging our hearts to 
thee, the father of mercies, and to him, 
who, while we were yet ſinners, died for 
us. His unſpotted righteouſneſs, and pe- 
culiar merit in thy fight, perfected by his 
obedience to death, even the death of the 
croſs, thou haſt moſt worthily crowned 
with authority over all fleſh, that he 
might grant the remiſhon of ſin, and 
eternal life ; which all ſhall receive, who 
comply with the call of the goſpel, and 
the gracious terms of acceptance, which 
he hath declared. 

"Theſe terms we embrace with all our 
hearts; humbly and thankfully adoring 
the grace by which we are aſſured of the 

remiſſion 
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remiſſion of our ſins paſt upon true re- 
pentance and reformation, of the accept- 
ance of our fincere, though imperfect 
obedience, and of a moſt ample reward. 

And as thou, O Lord! haſt manifeſted 
fuch regard and love to mankind, ſuch 
earneſtneſs for our deliverance from the 
power and penal conſequences of fin, 
and that we may be happy in an eternal 
abode with thee, may our hearts ever be 
filled with love and gratitude to thee, and 
with the higheſt expectations from thine 
infinite goodneſs, May we ever main- 
tain a full and entire reliance upon 1t ; 
thoroughly perſuaded that he, who ſpared 
not his own Son, but gave him up to the 
death for us all, will with him alſo much 
more freely give us all things. And may 
it ever be delight to us to ſerve and ho- 
nour thee as thou haſt required, by obey - 
ing from the heart thy precepts, and by a 
meek and unreſerved ſubmiſſion to thy 
providence in. all things, 

And let the great deſign of what our 
Saviour hath done and ſuffered for us, 
our compleat redemption from all ini— 

aity, be fully anſwered in us. Give us a 
juſt ſenſe of the deformity and danger of 
every evil courſe of life; and of that 


11 6 miſerable 
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miſerable ſtate, from which our bleſſed 
redeemer came to deliver us: give us 
right apprehenſions of the perfection, the 
glory and happineſs to which he came 
to exalt us. And may we ever retain 
upon our minds a deep ſenſe, and full 
purſuaſion, that the end, which infinite 
wiſdom purpoſed to ſerve, by ſuch an 
amazing interpoſition of the Son of God, 
muſt bear a proportion to the aſtoniſſiing 
greatneſs of the work; and, therefore, 
muſt be happy to us, far beyond all our 
preſent thoughts: reſti:g in his promiſes 
as the joy and rejoicing of our hearts, and 
as our rich portion. 

And as he is ſet before us as our glo- 
rious pattern, may his life be the model 
of ours: looking upon is as honour and 
happineſs to follow his example; let us 
ever, at any expence of labour or ſuffer- 
ing to ourſelves, do the will of God, 
accounting this as our meat and our 
drink, 

And may the fame mind, with reſpect 
to others, which was in Chriſt Jeſus, be 
found in us. Let charity and good-will, 
mercy and tenderneſs, joy in the proſpe- 
rity of our neighbours, and ſympathy in 


their diſtreſles, with every good and li- 
beral 
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beral diſpoſition, prevail in us; and be 
manifeſted in all the works of righteouſ- 
neſs and charity, which are in our power. 
From all malice and envy may the Lord 
preſerve us, and all the fruits of the 
ſelfiſh carnal ſpirit! and as we profeſs to 
be riſen with Chriſt, may we ever ſeek 
thoſe things which are above, where he 
is at the Father's right hand, ſetting our 
affections on things above, and not on 
things on this earth: reſting in a conſci- 
ouſneſs of ſincerity, and in confidence of 
the favour of God, and the hope of eter- 
nal life, as the true chriſtian portion ; 
negligent of, and indifferent towards, all 
temporal enjoyments when compared to 
theſe. And may this temper of mind, 
preſerved by the conſtant exerciſe of faith, 
be our ſecurity from the ſpirit of this 
world; from all the ſnares of a proſpe- 
rous ſtate, if thou ſhalt be plzaſed to 
make our ſtate ſuch; and from the ſor- 
row of the world, if thou ſhalt be plea- 
fed to appoint adverlity in our lot. Let 
the true chriſtian ſpirit raiſe us above all 
culpable attachment to this world, and 
the intereſts of it; and let us never be 
as ſolicitous about our circumſtances in it, 
and the cvents which betal us, as about 


the 
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the improvement we make of them to 
thine honour, and for ſerving the great 
purpoſes of our ſalvation, In all events, 
in Chriſt, may we find peace and ſelf- 
enjoyment: ever diſpoſed to do honour to 
thy name, by rejoicing in exiſtence, and 
in our ſtate as chriſtians, as an invalua- 
ble gift, not accounting the joys or ſor- 
rows of this life worthy to be put in the 
balance with that exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory, which ſhall be revealed 


in thy ſervants: and ever keeping our at- 


tention fixed upon our divine leader, who, 


for the joy ſet before him, endured the 
croſs and deſpiſed the ſhame, and who 
hath pointed out the way, through ſuf- 
ferings and death, to a glorious immor- 


tality. Him may we know in the power 


of his reſurrection, and the fellowſhip 
of his ſufferings, and be made conforma- 
ble to his death. 
And as we would earneſtly labour to 
maintain the true chriſtian ſpirit in all 
changes of life, ſo we pray, that at death 


we may have the pleaſing enjoyment of 
it, in the peace of our conſciences, and 


a ſenſe of thy favour, and the bleſſed 
hope of life eternal; and that we may 
leave this world free from painſul exit 
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and fear, and with peaceful expectation 
of being received into. the Joy of our 
Lord. 

Bleffted for ever be thy name, who 
haſt brought life and immortality to light 
to us, and ſet before us the proſpect of 
an eternal duration, in a ſtate moſt ho- 
nourable and happy. Though we can- 
not now particularly know what thy ſer- 
vants ſhall be in a future ſtate; yet we 
know that the ſons of God, when he 
ſhall appear, ſhall be like him, for they 
fhall ſee him as he is; that the brethren 
of Chriſt ſhall be wih him where he is, 
and fhall behold his glory; that they 
| ſhall enter into the joy of their Lord, and 
have communion with him in it; and 
that they ſhall be admitted as heirs of 
God, and joint-heirs with Chriſt, Ama- 
Zing repreſentations of the honour which 
ſhall be conferred upon them, and of 
the heppineſs they ſhall enjoy! how 
great, beyond all expreſſion, is thy good- 
neſs to the children of men? what are 
we, or our father's houſe, that by the 
reſurrection of our Saviour, we ſhould 
be begotten to ſuch glorious hopes? that 
happy future ſtate we rejoice in as the 
utmoſt we could wiſh: and, with the 
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warmeſt ſenſe of gratitude, acknowledge 
the pure unmerited goodneſs, by which 
we are raiſed to the ſure expectation of 
it: we, who have been by our ſins ob- 
noxious to thy wrath, and the moſt dread- 


ful condemnation ; and whoſe beſt obedi- 


ence hath been imperfect in many re- 
ſpects ! ſuch compaſſion haſt thou mani- 
felted to us through Chriſt our Saviour, 
and ſuch bounty as ſpeaketh the infinite 
greatneſs of thy mind, and that thou, O 
God ! art love. 

Oh! may we ever retain an abhorrence 
of whatſover may diſhonour thee, and 
thwart the tendencies of ſuch goodnels ; 
and ever, in the pleaſing bonds of love 
and gratitude, devote ourſelves to thee, 
and all our powers to the purpoſes of thy 
olory. And, as we are begotten to ſuch 
glorious hopes, may we ever manifeſt a 
ſpirit and temper ſuitable to them : a 
ſpirit above this world ! a becoming neg- 
ligence of all things temporal and periſh- 
ing; and an utter contempt of all ſenſual 
joys, when compared with thoſe pure 
pleaſures, which are at thy righthand for 
evermore. For theſe let our reliſh be 
more and more formed ; and, while we 
are upon earth, in the ſincere and pleaſ- 


ing 
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ing practice of religion, in the exerciſe 
of thoſe virtues and graces, which con- 
ſtitute the chriſtian character, in a live- 
ly ſenſe of the excellency of holineſs 
and of thy favour, may we have the joy- 
ful foretaſtes of that happineſs, which 
thy ſervants ſhall be poſſeſſed of, in the 
perfection of it, in the world above. 

And to theſe great purpoſes, O, our 
God ! we earneſtly pray for the promiſed 
aſliſtance of thy holy ſpirit, that our en- 
deavours to act our own part aright may 
be ſucceſsful. We have a deep and hum- 
bling ſenſe of our own weakneſs, and 
how apt we are to ſuffer in the temper 
of our minds, by the many temptations 
to which we are expoſed in our preſent 
ſtate. Theſe temptations, through the 
irregularity of our own paſſions, become 
powerful and dangerous, Strengthen us, 
we beſeech thee, by thy ſpirit, with 
might in the inner man, Enable us to 
reſiſt temptation, and to do our duty, 


| Keep us in thy love, and the joy ſul ex- 


pectation of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt unto 
eternal life. 

Hitherto thou haſt brought us, in thy 
great goodneſs, in ſaſety; and haſt con- 
tinued to us the privileges we enjoy as the 


diſciples 
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diſciples of Chriſt, and the oportunity 
of working out our own falvation, For 
this we bleſs and praiſe thy holy name, 
and for every good effect which the grace 
that bringeth ſalvation, hath produced in 
our hearts and lives, As we bleſs thee 


likewiſe for all the good effects it hath 


produced in others ; and eſpecially, offer 
our praiſes for all thoſe who have gone 
before us, who do now inherit the pt0- 
miſes, and have entered into reſt. 

We commit ourſelves to thy care, 
heavenly Father, for all time to come; 
and beſeech thee to perfect in us, and 
all thy ſervants, thy good work, that we 
may be for ever happy in thy bleſſed 
preſence, and eternally celebrate thy 
praiſes. 

Accept of theſe our prayers and praiſes, 
which, in the name of our Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt, we offer up to thee ; 


OVE Father, who art in Heaven. 
Hallowed be thy name. Thy 
Kingdom come. Thy will be done in 
Earth, as it is in Heaven, . Give us, this 
day, our daily bread, and forgive us our 
treſpaſſes, as we forgive them that treſ- 
paſs againſt us. And -lexd us not into 
. temptatton 
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temptation, but deliver us from evil, 
For thine is the Kingdom, and the Pow- 
er, and the Glory, for ever and ever, 
Amen. | 


CCC 


The following PRAYER being interceſ- 
ſory, to be added to either of the two 
foregoing ones. 
O THOU the ſupreme Lord of the 
— univerſe ! who haſt made of one 
blood all nations of men to dwell on all 
the face of the earth, we moſt earneſtly 
commend to thy gracious notice and re- 
gard the ſtate of mankind, in our hearts 
wiſhing well to them all. 

We pray, that the precious light of thy 
everlaſting goſpel, which we, by the fa- 
vour of thy providence enjoy, may be 
diffuſed all over the habitable earth. O 
ſend the happy time, when all the Gen- 
tile nations ſhall be inſtructed in the 
knowledge of thee the only true God, 
and of Jeſus Chriſt, whom thou haſt 
ſent: when an end ſhall be put to ido- 
latry and ſuperſtition, and uncorrupted 
religion ſhall univerſally prevail. Let — 

the 
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the kingdoms of the earth become the 
kingdoms of our Lord, and of his 
Chriſt, and let him reign for ever and 
ever. 


And we pray for the remains of thy 


ancient people the Jews, the ſeed of 
Abraham thy friend, May every ſtum- 
bling block be taken out of their way, 
and they be ſpeedily converted to the 
Chriſtian faith, and embrace the goſpel. 

And may the Lord, in great mercy, 
look upon the chriſtian world. How 
great and offenſive are the corruptions 
which prevail in it? how far hath it 
fallen from the ſimplicity of the chriſ- 
tian religon ? how full of vain ſuperſti- 
tion, and the inventions of men, in the 
worſhip of God ? O Lord! ſend happy 
days of reformation. Let the antichriſ- 
tian kingdom be overthrown ; and the 
pure religion of Chriſt every where ob- 
tain. 

Bleſs, O Lord! the proteſtant churches. 
May holineſs and charity, truth and love, 
more and more prevail in them. And 
let thy ſervants be joined together in one 
heart in promoting true religion, and 
ſerving the great ends of it. O! put an 
end to uncharitable contentions and di- 

viſions, 
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viſions, and may the profeſſors of reli- 
gion be happily united in the bond of per- 
fectneſs. And do thou, O moſt high ! 
ſupport and defend the proteſtant cauſe 
and intereſt, the cauſe which is thine own, 
and let none of the adverſaries of it pre- 
vail, nor any weapon formed againſt it 
proſper. Let that purity of religion, in 
which we rejoice, and that liberty in mat- 
ters of conſcience in which we find our- 
ſelves ſo happy, be preſerved, and tranſ- 
mitted to the lateit poſterity. 

We pray for theſe kingdoms of Bri- 
tain and Ireland, and the dominions in 
diſtant parts of the earth united under 
our King. Bleſs and proſper them, O 
Lord : from public and national judg- 
ments and calamities we pray thou wilt 
preſerve thy people. Send us fruitful 
and healthful ſeaſons, and fill our hearts 
with food and gladnelſs, 

Bleſs, O Lord! the adminiſtration of 
civil government, We pray for our ſo- 
vereign King George. Make him hap- 
py in his high ſtation, and in ruling and 
governing aright that great people, over 
whom in thy providence thou haſt ſet 
him. May he be furniſhed with faithful 


and wiſe counſellors, Eſtabliſh his throne 
in 
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in righteouſneſs. Be his defence from all 
his enemies, and upon his head may the 
crown always flouriſh. 

| Bleſs every branch of his offepring : 
and let that family be the conſtant care 
of thy gracious providence. 

Bleſs all our rulers and magiſtrates : 
direct their counſels; help them with 
true ſimplicity of ſpirit, and love to their 
country, to purſue all thoſe methods, 
which tend to promote the public in- 
tereſt ; and may they hate covetouſneſs 


and all feliſh and corrupt views and 


practices. And O ! may ſuch as are 
cloathed with power, and all who are in 
high ſtations, be conſtantly under the in- 
fluences of thy fear, declared enemies 
to vice, and ſtedfaſt and zealous friends 
to religion and virtue. May vice be ſup- 
preſſed among us, and iniquity become 
aſhamed. 

Lord, reform this corrupt age; and 
encourage and bleſs the endeavours of 


all the friends of virtue, to reſiſt vice and 
immorality, and to reform the lives and 
manners of mankind. 

Bleſs the preaching of the goſpel, and 
thoſe who labour in it, every where. 


May they be found opright and faithful 
| always 
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always abounding in the work of the 
Lord: and do thou crown their labours 
with ſuccets. Bleſs all our friends and 
kindred : take them into thy care and 
protection. Preſerve thou them from 
evil and make their way proſperous. 

Extend thy mercy to the afflicted: 
ſhew them favour in the days of drrk- 
neſs and calamity : give them patience 
to ſuffer all thy will ; ſupport them by 
the conſolations of thy good ſpirit : ena- 
ble them to improve their diſtreſſes to 
the beſt purpoſes ; and do thou, in due 
time, command Gaal deliverance. 

Theſe our humble prayers and inter- 
ceſſions for all men, we from our hearts 
offer up to thee, the Father of mercies, 
beſeeching thee to accept of us in Chriſt 
Feſus our Lord: and to do for us, and 
for all thy ſervants, according to the in- 
finite riches of thy grace, and our hope 
in thee. 

Now unto the Kiug eternal, immortal, 
inviſible, the only wiſe God, be bonour, 
and glory, for ever and ever. Amen, 
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A PRAYER when any of the FAMILY 1s 
ſick, to be uſed beſide the ſick perſon, 
at any TIE of the Day that is 
CON VEliLent, 


LORD God almighty, the creator 


and governor of the whole world, 

and ſupreme diſpoſer of all events! thou 
doeſt according to thy will and pleaſure ; 

and there is none can ſtay thy hand, nor 


may ſay unto thee, what doeſt thou ? 


But, Lord! we have reaſon to rejoice in 
thy government, and be glad that thou 
reigneſt in the earth. Even when clouds 
and darkneſs are about thee, and circum- 
ſtances have a gloomy and melancholy 
appearance ; ſtill we are ſure that right- 
eouſneſs and judgment are the habitation 
of thy throne; thou art righteous in al 
thy works, and holy in all thy ways, O 
God of truth, and without iniquity; juſt 
and right art thou. 

We know, O. Lord! that thy judg- 
ments are juſt, and that it is in right- 
eouſneſs, in wiſdom and goodneſs that 
thou doeſt at any time afflict us; for thou 
doit not willingly afflict or grieve th- 
children of men ; but chaſteneth us for 

our 


1 
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our profit, to make us partakers of thy 
holineſs. Thou haſt no pleaſure in the 
pains and miſeries of us thy creatures, 
but makeſt uſe of them as medicines 
to correct our moral imperfections and 
failings, and cure the diſeaſes of our 
minds. 

Thou haſt encouraged us to call upon 
thee in the day of trouble, and to pray 
for one another in the time of ſickneſs, 
or any adverſity. Relying therefore on 
thy fatherly goodneſs, who art the hearer 
of prayer, unto whom all fleſh ſhould 
come, we humbly approach thy ſacred 
preſence, in the name of thy beloved 
ſon, to offer up our prayers on the be- 
half of this perſon here before us, on 
whom thou haſt laid thine afflicting 
hand. Have regard, we beſeech thee, 
to the ſtate he is in, and look upon him 
with an eye of pity and compaſſion. Draw 
near to him in mercy, O Lord! and viſit 
him with thy falvation: May he knov- 
the voice of the rod, and of thee the 
Lord, who haſt appointed it; and let his 
affliction be ſanctified to his profit, that 
the fruit of it may be, the taking away 
of ſin; and that whether he lives, he may 
live unto thee; or whether he dies, he 

may 
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may fie unto thee; and whether living 
or dying, he may be thine. 

It it be thy good-will, and conſiſtent 
with the wiſe and good purpoſes of thy 
providence, we would humbly beſeech 
thee to ſpare him yet a while, that he 
way recover ſtrength before he go hence, 
and be no more ſeen here, And to 
that end be pleaſed to direct to proper 
means for his recovery, and give a bleſ- 
ſing with them, that they may prove 
effe ctual. | | 

But if it be thy purpoſe, at this time, 
to remove him out of this world, may 
he be willing and contented to leave it: 
and may his friends, and all concerned 
in him, ſtudy to ſubmit to thy will, and 
prepare to follow. 

Forgive him, we beſeech thee, upon 
the merciful terms of the goſpel, all the 
paſt errors and tranſgreſſions of his life. 
Lord! remember not againſt him his 
former iniquities, the. errors and follies 
of his youth, or his latter offences; but 
for thy goodneſs ſake, remember him in 
mercy, with that favour and loving- 
Kindneſs, which thou beareſt to thy cho- 
ten. Let his: repentance, and fincere, 
though imperfect, obedience be graci- 

oully 
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ouſly accepted of thee, O Lord! accord- 
ing to the tenour of that covenant thou 
haſt eſtabliſhed with mankind in the 
blood of Chriſt, And whenever thou 
ſhalt ſee fit to order his departure hence, 
let his ſoul be received in mercy, and 


conducted to thoſe manſions of reſt and 


happineſs prepared for the faithful. May 
he depart in peace, and reſt in hope; 
and, - at length, be reſtored to a moſt per- 
fect and happy life, by a joyful and glo- 
rious reſurrection, through Jeſus Chriſt 
our bleſſed Saviour and Redeemer ; to 
whom as our only Mediator, be glory 
and dominion, both now and for ever, 
Amen. 


N. B. If the ſick perſon be a woman 
for him read her. 
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A PRAYER and THANKSGIVING to be 
uſed in the family on occaſion of the 
fick perſon's recovery. 


M OST bleſſed and glorious Lord 
our God! whole hands have 
made and faſhioned us, and whole viſi- 
tation hath preſerved our ſpirits : having 

1 obtained 


. — —_— 
— . 


„ Re 


156 .A Thankſgiving for the 


obtained help from thee, we continue 
unto this day the monuments of thy 
ſparing mercy, and of thy fatherly good- 
neſs and care, The living, they ſhall 
praiſe thee, as we deſire to do this day. 
Lord! we rejoice to think, that our 
times are in thy hand. Sickneſs and 
health are at thy diſpoſal. Thou bring- 
eſt down to the grave, and thou bringeſt 
up. We acknowledge and adore thy 
wiſe and ſovereign providence, in the 
affliction which hath lately befallen us 
of this family, and particularly this thy 
ſervant, Pain and ſickneſs took hold 
upon him; he found trouble and ſorrow ; 
and feemed to draw near unto the gates 
of death, 

But bleſſed be thy name, thou hadſt 
mercy on him, and not on him only, 
but on us alſo, and haſt graciouſly heard 
the voice of our ſupplications. Thou 
haſt ſmitten, and thou haſt healed him : 
thy ſervant was brought low, and thou 
helpedſt him, and haſt, in love to his 
ſou], delivered him from the pit of cor- 
ruption, And now accept, we beſeech 
thee, our moſt thankful acknowledge- 
ments, O thou our great preſerver and 


benefactor! who art our life, and the 
length 
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length of our days! To thy goodneſs, 
merciful God ! we owe it, that this flick - 
neſs hath not been unto death; and that 
the voice of health and rejoicing is again 
heard in our habitation. Let all, that 
is within us, bleſs thy holy name, who 
forgiveſt our iniquities; who healeſt our 
diſeaſes; who: redeemeſt our lives from 
deſtruction, and crowneſt us with loving- 
kindneſs, and tender mercies. What 
ſhall we render unto thee, O Lord! for 
all thy benefits towards us? I.ord! make 
thy face to ſhine upon thy ſervant: and, 
as thou haſt delivered his foul from death, 
his eyes from tears, and his feet from 
falling, let it be the firm purpoſe of his 
heart, that he will walk as before thee, 
in the land of the living. And, to that 
end, do thou, the God of all grace, 


ſtabliſn, ſtrengthen, and ſettle him; an 


grant, that the life, which thou has 
preſerved, and which thou mercifully 
reneweſt, may be faithfully and chear- 
fully devoted to thy glory, and employed 
in thy ſervice. May he go on in the 
ſtrength of the Lord our God, and let it 
be his conſtant endeavour to glorify thee 
in his body and ſpirit, which are thine. 


1 2 We 
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We beg for him, and for ourſelves, 


that ſince thou giveſt us ſuch frequent 
warnings to put us in mind of the un- 


certainty of health and life, we may be 


enabled ſo to improve our precious time 
in the exerciſe of all chriſtian virtues, 
that an entrance may be miniſtered unto 
us abundantly into the everlaſting king- 
dom of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 

With joy would we look forward, to 
the great day of his final appearing, when 
theſe bodies, which are now ſubje& to 
ſo many pains and diſeaſes, and carry the 
ſeeds of corruption in their whole frame, 
ſhall be raiſed in incorruption, power, 
and glory, 

And now unto our moſt merciful hea- 
venly Father; and to Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord, who is the reſurrection and the 
life, the author of eternal ſal vation unto 
all them that obey him; be everlaſting 
po adoration, and praiſe. Amen, 


F/T 1 ©, 


